SUMMER YOUTH MISSION TRIPS

T

he middle school students went on an adventure to Asheville, NC in early June while the high school students
ventured oﬀ to the Southside of Chicago. Both trips allowed students to opportunity to explore faith and God
in new ways.
In Asheville many of the students were fascinated and inspired by a ministry
called “12 Baskets Cafe.” This ministry ran a free restaurant. Yes, that’s right,
free. And it wasn’t just for people who didn’t have money for food. It was for
everybody. And everybody came too. People experiencing homelessness came.
People with 9 to 5 jobs came. People who were of management and leadership
posi/ons in their careers came. Even a beat down, but jolly old hound dog
came. Seriously, I’m talking about an actual dog named Bently. He wasn’t any
old dog either, Bently even barked the blessing before we sat down to eat!
The kids got a glimpse of what could be. They saw societal lines crossed, cultural norms sha4ered. They saw people who don’t usually sit down and eat a meal together, sit down and eat a meal
together. People from all diﬀerent backgrounds, diﬀerent colors, diﬀerent sexuality, diﬀerent poli/cal views,
diﬀerent theological views, and diﬀerent socio-economics sat down, ate, and laughed together. The kids were very
inspired by this.
Also during the Asheville trip, the students were able to look at their faith and several parables from scripture
through the lens of the poor and marginalized. They learned about Asheville laws and systems in light of how
those laws and systems aﬀect people experiencing homelessness.
They took a lot in. They pondered it. They discussed it. Hopefully, they came out on the other end of the trip
challenged and inspired to ensure their faith is fully alive.
Read what on student had to say about her experience on the mission trip.
Hello, my name is Meredith Guest and I recently went on the middle school mission trip to Asheville, NC.
Like many who went, I learned so many new things. First of all, I had never been to a city with as much
poverty as downtown Asheville. It was extremely awakening to not only see so many people struggling, but
so many people helping. From ea$ng lunch with the homeless to cleaning their apartments; I learned that
they have so much to oﬀer to the world. Their experience and knowledge could help so many things, but
not a lot of them have the opportunity to do so. I also learned that the stereotype of homeless people not
having a job, not working hard, being addicts, or stealing is not always true. Many do have jobs and work
very hard and at the same $me stay away from trouble. Overall, this mission trip changed my perspec$ve
of those that I see on the streets, and I am extremely grateful.
Oh, and we had TONS OF FUN TOO!!! Speaking of fun, our high school students also had some fun on the Southside of
Chicago…. Thanks to everyone who helped make these trips happen.
Con nued on page 4

HOW TO PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH FROM PASTOR BOB ANDERSON

S

omeone recently asked me, “what’s a good way to pray for PCW during this $me
of change and transi$on?” I gave that some thought and came up with a couple
ideas.

Our ﬁrst thought is o<en a simple, “Lord, bless the church”. And that’s a good start!
As I thought about it, though I recalled what the Holy Spirit taught me when I prayed
for my family in that way, Lord, bless…and then I would list my names. But God wanted me to go deeper – as I began my prayers, the Spirit whispered in that quiet way, “pray that they have peace
today”. Other /mes the word has been, “joy”, or “wisdom”. Now, as I begin to pray, I ask, “in what way should I
pray for family today?” I wait and listen. That’s one way to pray for the church, too and it moves us to a more
“conversa/onal” prayer.
A powerful way to pray for the church is to use the Scriptures as your guide. Here’s one example from the New
Testament, Colossians 1:9-10. Here, the Apostle Paul prays for the Colossian congrega/on. The person praying can
use this prayer of Paul and apply it to PCW: “We have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be ﬁlled with
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.” For more prayers
look at the beginning of each New Testament Epistle. Most begin with a prayer for the church to whom the author
writes.
Another ready tool is the PCW weekly bulle/n. Each week we list those who are ill, recovering, in the hospital or
have a special need. Also listed are names of staﬀ and oﬃcers for whom you can pray as well.
And ﬁnally, think about praying the PCW Vision Statement:
“Learning together to be followers of Jesus Christ, reﬂec ng God’s light into the world”
Using the statement as your guide, we can pray that we become a faith community of “learners”. Pray for a hunger
to learn from the Scriptures. We can pray that we learn “together” – as couples, small groups and that we learn
from one another.
Following the Vision, we can also pray that be faithful followers of Jesus Christ. We might include praying that God
will bring to faith those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus. Following this pa4ern, we can pray that we
be faithful in shining God’s light of love into the world by what we do and say. As you try this,
you will come up with thoughts about how to expand your prayers or how you can “drill down”
more deeply. In any event, you will grow in faith and grace!
Pastor Bob Anderson
Pray for a hunger to learn from Scripture, from prayer, from sermons and others…
Learn with others and from others “together”

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

W
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e’re not exactly sure when the Ice Cream Social started here at PCW, but it has been at least mul/ple
decades. It is an event that brings people together from all over the neighborhood. Folks from PCW come
and have a grand ‘ol /me as do families from Lads & Lassies and friends from all over. It is fun and delicious. This
year we will have prac//oners from the Healing Space once again oﬀer free demonstra/ons. We will also have our
friend Tony Tribble back to take pictures. He won't try to sell you or up-sell you the pictures either. He'll simply
take professional pictures of you (if you want) and send them to you for FREE! We will also welcome back DJ Apryl
Reign who will play music that everyone can appreciate and enjoy. Further, we'll get the HUGE parachute out
again for the kids. I don't know about you, but it brings me so much joy watching the kids ﬁll themselves with awe
as the parachute ﬁlls with air. So cute. Oh, and did I men/on we will have FREE ice cream from Graeters! Who can
beat that!? Hope to see you on Sunday, August 25th, 1-3 p.m. outside on the Wyoming side of the church.

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES FOR BUSY PEOPLE (& EVERYONE ELSE) FROM BECKY BOSARGE

T

here are /mes in our lives when it seems almost impossible to nurture our spiritual
lives. I know all too well the demands of paren/ng and work – when and how is a
person supposed to deepen their prayer life, study the bible, be of service, etc.?
Well, I have some good news. The spiritual life is your life, just as it is. There are ways to
nurture it, even in and maybe especially in, all its busyness.

Today, I want to talk with you about the word “mindful” or “mindfulness.” Mindfulness is a
popular word these days, but it is connected to some very old ideas about the spiritual life. Other words
might be a4en/on, awareness, concentra/on, no/cing. Prac/cing mindfulness can ground you in the present
moment and give you a chance to no/ce, savor, and respond to the presence of Spirit
In your life.
What comes to mind when you think about prac/cing mindfulness? Some of us might ﬁrst think about siNng
in quiet medita/on or deep, silent prayer. But mindfulness is really just about paying a4en/on. Whatever you
do, you can do it mindfully; ea/ng a meal, bathing your children, reviewing your calendar for the week, taking
a walk - even being stuck in traﬃc!
If you are living in a busy season of life, prac/ce paying a4en/on.
Try this: choose an everyday object, something you use o<en and decide that for the next 5-10 minutes,
you are going to give this object your full a4en/on.
•

Close your eyes, take a few deep breaths and get s/ll.

•

Open your eyes and look at the object, taking it in as a whole: no/ce shape, size, weight, lines.
If you can hold it in your hand, no/ce how it feels to hold it.

•

Close your eyes again.

•

Open your eyes and this /me, sharpen your gaze. Look at all the details: colors, textures, imperfec/ons.
What do you no/ce?

•

Close your eyes and reﬂect on the meaning of this object in your life. For what do you use it?
Are there memories associated with it?

•

A<er reﬂec/ng for a bit on the meaning of this object, wonder, what might God be saying to me through
this /me of a4en/on? Were you given a gi<? A challenge? An invita/on? How does your /me with this
object connect you to God, others, or your deeper self?
“For lack of a2en$on a thousand forms of loveliness eludes us every day.” – Evelyn Underhill

LADS AND LASSIES COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL

P

lease join us in wishing Sharon Marck well in her re/rement from Lads and Lassies Community Preschool. Sharon will con/nue to be a part of the Preschool as a subs/tute teacher, but
her main focus will be caring for her new granddaughter.
Sharon exempliﬁes what it looks like to move through the world with a loving and gentle spirit.
We thank her for sharing herself with the children and families of Lads as a classroom teacher and
as a music teacher for TWENTY-ONE years!
We will be hiring a new teacher for this school year. Contact Stacy Akers at ladsandlassiespreschool@gmail.com
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HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP (CONTINUED)

O

n June 8th, twenty-two high-school students, 2 college-aged leaders and three chaperones le< PCW for
Woodlawn, Illinois, a neighborhood on the south side of Chicago. Our PCW Youth Group has takes an annual
mission trips each year, rota/ng the des/na/on to provide unique experiences each summer. A<er the last three
trips to Long Island, NY (disaster relief/hurricane Sandy) Gary, WV (rural trip) and Shiroles, Costa Rica (Interna/onal
trip), it was /me to experience an urban mission trip. Our partner organiza/on for the week was Sunshine Gospel
Ministries, whose mission is "to seek the renewal of the city through ministries of discipleship, mercy, and jus/ce". We were taking part in their educa/on and service program called
"Bridge Builders" who sought to teach
us to "Listen, Learn, Serve, Return"
Our guiding verse for the week was from 1 John 2: 9-10: Whoever says, “I am
in the light,” while ha/ng a brother or sister, is s/ll in the darkness. 10 Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling. While mission trips always involve physical work and tangible projects, this trip felt diﬀerent. We worked in two
teams, crea/ng a "hoop house" greenhouse and /dying up an urban garden,
and cleaning a local KG-8th grade school, the Dulles School of Excellence. But
the work during the week was honestly a distant second to the more important experience of educa/on: learning to put ourselves in others' shoes
and smash stereotypes. Important learning takes place when we surround
ourselves with people who are diﬀerent from us, and earnestly listen. That is
what took place during the week as we became "Bridge Builders" and worked
alongside local neighbors, and among staﬀ and students at the school.
From our ﬁrst experience - a4ending a Sunday service at the Apostolic
Church of God - a 17,000 member, black church - to the hip hop concert ﬁnale by SGM's own CW Allen, we felt completely welcomed and safe. We did
not witness any violence, or hear any gunﬁre, contrary to the responses were
received when we told people where we were going. On one of the ﬁrst evenings, some of our boys went to a local basketball court, and were asked to
play by a group of local hoopers. How great that they were able to play with
them, and even greater that they were invited to do so.

Every a<ernoon consisted of experiences intended to open our eyes, because
when you open your eyes, you open your heart. We took the "EL" train into
downtown (and struck up conversa/ons with fellow travelers), were lead
through a poverty simula/on with tough choices, and visited the DuSable African American Museum. We learned
about gentriﬁca/on, and reﬂected on what it would mean for Woodlawn when the Obama Presiden/al Library
opens in this neighborhood. We had meaningful discussions about the causes of poverty, and the leaders at Sunshine Gospel taught us what the bible says about the poor, and injus/ce. Of course the other magic that happens
on these trips is the great joy of geNng to know and enjoy each other. We grew into an even stronger community
which is will be important for suppor/ng each other as we con/nue the hard and challenging work of ﬁgh/ng for
jus/ce here in own city.
It was an amazing week and we encourage to talk with all of the young people about what they saw and learned as
they explored their faith, while working to overcome hate and to become a "light' for peace and jus/ce in our
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
June
•

Session had a lively discussion with the PNC about all the strengths of PCW and how we need to focus on our vision,
a new approach to Stewardship, and ﬁnd ways to communicate be4er.

•

Session reviewed a dra< of the new Strategic Plan that is being built to align all parts of our ministry to the new0
vision of our church and prepare the way for our next pastor

•

Adrienne Palermo agreed to work on Communica/ons and Mo Miller will take on Fellowship

•

Session approved addi/onal support for the Reading-Lockland Summer Program for Youth

July
•

Session reviewed and made sugges/ons to the PNC for the Minister Informa/on Form

•

Session approved a salary range for head of staﬀ, senior pastor posi/on

•

Kristen Hurd presented the latest Strategic Plan and secured Session approval. It will stress faith forma/on,
strong youth and mission programs and improved stewardship and communica/on.

•

Ken Popham reviewed the proposed security upgrade for PCW and approved the installa/on of video cameras
and card access door locks

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES FROM RON STOERKER
JUNE 2019 SUMMARY

2019 Budget

Percent

2019 YTD

2018 YTD

570,540

91.7%

242,036

226,941

35,324

5.7%

0

0

6,500

1.0%

1,130

3,437

10,000

1.6%

4,074

724

247,240

231,102

INCOME
Congrega/onal Support
Founda/on Support
Other Income
Designated Benevolence
Total Income

622,364

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Opera/ng (building & u/li/es)
Benevolences

397,307

63.3%

175,696

190,004

14,250

2.3%

3,515

4,988

158,134

25.2%

92,686

81,376

58,000

9.2%

9,577

7,147

Total Expenditures

627,691

281,474

283,515

Income less Expenditure: opera ng

<5,327>

<34,234>

<52,413>

We have had two major building repairs this year: $14,600 for roof repairs to ﬁx some of our internal water issues
(another $3,450 to ﬁx the water problems in the associate pastor’s oﬃce) and $6685 to repair the chiller in the old
sec/on of the building. In addi/on, the main ﬂoor, the lower gathering area, the nursery, room 305, and the lower
youth area all had carpets cleaned recently. We had the kitchen ﬂoor professionally cleaned along with the stone
entryway. Mike is working on stripping and waxing all Lads & Lassies ﬂoors this summer. We strive to have the
building clean and invi/ng for all who worship here.
Typically, the summer months are lower in revenue, so, if you can maintain a regular contribu/on schedule or advance
the /ming of your contribu/ons, we would appreciate it greatly. Thank you to all for your con/nued support of the work
our Lord has called us to do. And, if you are not in the habit of suppor/ng the work ﬁnancially, maybe this summer would
be a good /me to consider doing so as an expression of your gra/tude to God for all the blessings bestowed upon you.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL & MORE FROM ADAM HAYDEN
PCW will be oﬀering a new Chris/an Educa/on Curriculum for our elementary school students. This new oﬀering
will be part of a larger vision around growing up in the church. What does that mean? What are the tradi/onal milestones of children at this church that need to be revamped? What are the new milestones that need to be introduced? How do we serve a new popula/on of families that a4end church every other week or once a month?
How do we love and serve with no strings a4ached and at the same /me create some structures of accountability
to ensure we are all growing and learning together?
These are not easy ques/ons to answer. However, we said some prayers and jumped into discussion around these
ques/ons and came up with some new ideas. So this fall we will take some refreshing steps together. We will
introduce new Biblically based curriculum that will be used during the 9 and 11 services. Addi/onally, we will oﬀer
enrichment classes for children of the church and the community alike during the 10 a.m. hour. We will introduce
and reintroduce milestones that will characterize what it means to grow up in the church at PCW.
We, the young congrega/on team, are really excited about these new and refreshed oﬀerings. We can't do it alone
though. So please take a moment now to reﬂect and prayerfully consider if God is calling you to get involved in this
area.
Peace and love, Adam and the YCT

AN INVITATION FROM WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Women’s Thursday Morning Bible Study Resumes Sept. 5th
Our ﬁrst gathering in the fall is on Thursday, Sept. 5, 8:30-9:30 a.m. New par/cipants are always welcome!
Contact Mary Jo Peairs at zpears@fuse.net if you would like to join.
Monthly Women’s Spiritual Life Group
This is a new group that will form if there is enough interest. It will meet once a month, in the evening, dates
TBD. No long-term commitment; come when you can. Contact Becky Bosarge at becky@pcwyoming.org if you
are interested and we will plan from there.
Both groups will be exploring the following book: Soul Feast: An Invita on to the Chris an Spiritual Life
Marjorie Thompson (author) is a Presbyterian pastor, author, and spent 13 years as the Director of
Congrega/onal Spirituality for Upper Room Ministries. In Soul Feast, she teaches readers in a very welcoming
and readable way about tradi/onal Chris/an spiritual prac/ces and invites readers to engage these prac/ces in
a variety of ways.

THE HEALING SPACE GARDEN FROM LAURIE GORBY

T

ake a moment for a virtual walk in The Healing Space Garden… A work in progress
is becoming our posi/ve catch phrase, but we are grateful for the beauty that is
now. The red yarrow (Achillea millefolium) was an exuberant surprise as were the hot
pink/red asia/c lilies. The "Dark Knight" canna foliage compliments a glazed urn and the
Lysimachia ciliata carry on the red theme.
An Anise Hyssop beginning a purple bloom. We welcome you to bruise some of the foliage
(with your ﬁngers) to release the licorice scent. Anise hyssop (Agastache foeniculum) is the
2019 herb of the year and has Biblical heritage.
There is purple sage and two kinds of lavender beginning to bloom. The bees love it! The
cone ﬂowers (Echinacea) are also blooming, and we are seeing a new color (perhaps a new cul/var/variant) that has
the colors of a sunrise. We did capture pollinators (but only in a photo) enjoying the usual colored ﬂowers.
Here is a tease - more on PolleNa/on in the future. Also, we will be introducing ideas for making our community
more aware of our sacred garden.
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PNC UPDATE
The PNC completed the Ministry Informa/on Form (MIF), Session
approved it, and we submi4ed it to Presbytery for approval at the upcoming August 6th mee/ng. What does this mean? It means our MIF
form will be matched with interested candidates, and we will start the
interview process. Yay God! While this event signiﬁes a big milestone
for our commi4ee, we want to manage your expecta/ons. We will most likely review many candidates before
we ﬁnd our next head of staﬀ. Only God knows who this is, and God has not shared that informa/on with us
yet! So, we ask for prayers and your pa/ence as we follow the process approved by Presbytery. We’d like to
thank Session for their great partnership, Pastor Bob and Clerk Don Hoﬀman for their advice and guidance, and
all the wonderful and generous members of PCW who’ve given their /me and talent to this process. We are
excited to take the next step!
Ma4 Fischer, PNC Chairperson

AN INVITATION FROM THE PCW DEACONS: USHERING MINISTRY
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7)

E

ach Sunday your PCW Deacons lead our ushering ministry – a ministry of welcome and caring extended to
all who enter our doors.

Ushers oﬀer their gi<s of hospitality and caring in a variety of ways, including:
•

Arriving early to make sure bulle/ns are in place, candles are lit, lights and sound systems are on

•

Warmly gree/ng and welcoming worshipers of all ages

•

A4ending to the needs of worshipers in a variety of ways, from providing adap/ve hearing equipment
to oﬀering a young one a worship bag

•

Collec/ng the morning oﬀering

If you would like to serve on the Usher Ministry Team, we would love to welcome you into and help equip you for
that ministry!

THIRTY-FOURTH DIXIELAND SUNDAY FROM BILL COOLEY

I

n the summer of 1986 Vernon ("Verne"} Wahle, a long-/me member of our church, and a well-known trombonist
in the Cincinna/ area, asked several of his musical friends to gather at our church to play some of the service
music in the Dixieland style that they all knew well and could play expertly. Verne himself sang the Louis Armstrong
favorite, "What a Wonderful World". That ﬁrst service drew rave reviews from the congrega/on, so that it has
become a regular feature once every year since then.
On August 11th we will have a single service in the Sanctuary featuring our Wyoming Presbyterian Dixieland Band,
composed of skillful players who can present the Dixie style for either sacred or secular occasions.
One of our band members, Bob Adams, was with Verne's group in that very ﬁrst service. More recently, with
Verne's moving from Wyoming and having passed from this life, Bill Cooley has taken over his leadership of
the band. If you come into the Sanctuary for the 10 a.m. single service on the 11th, you will hear the modern version
of Dixie playing that Session and congrega/on have called for. See you there!
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UPCOMING PCW EVENTS
AUGUST
3

FINANCE - 7 p.m., Library
WORSHIP COMMITTEE - 7 p.m., Parlor

4

PNC - 7 p.m.
YOUNG CONGREGATION TEAM - 8 p.m., Youth Room

9

YOUTH MISSION TRIPS
PENTECOST SUNDAY
SEALE STUDIO RECITAL- 4 p.m. Sanctuary

10

SESSION - 7 p.m., Founders’ Room

15

DEACONS BOARD - 7 p.m., Parlor

11

PNC - 7 p.m.

12

GRACE-FUL CONVERSATIONS - 7 p.m., Founders’ Room

15

CROSSROADS SUBMISSION DEADLINE

16

DEACONS BOARD - 7 p.m., Parlor

18

PNC - 7 p.m.

23

SINGLE SERVICE MISSION TRIP CELEBRATION - 10 a.m., Great Room

24

MISSION MEETING - 7 p.m., Founders’ Room

25

PNC - 7 p.m.

26

GRACE-FUL CONVERSATIONS - 7 p.m., Founders’ Room

Please visit pcwyoming.org
for a full calendar of events.

