DRIVE-THRU PRAYER FROM RICH UHLEe

T

he 3rd Annual Drive-Thru Prayer Christmas Event
was a big success this year. Thanks to Mark
Phillips and ASAP Promo"ons we had a new set of
signs donated and in use. Thanks to Rod Sidley, who
handled a warning cita"on from the City for our failure
to get a permit for the dura"on and proper placement
of the signs. No good idea goes unpunished! We
served many prayer seekers for 4 nights of ministering
to individuals and families from the comfort and privacy of their car. We had 18 prayer volunteers and at
least 25 whom we prayed for. Thanks to our Men’s Group and their friends and families, who staﬀed the ﬁre
and donated lights, refreshments, wood and a small measure of God’s grace to PCW and the community.

ADVENT WITH HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP FROM BILL MORLEYl

E

ach December the high school youth group has
a couple of tradi"ons that they take part in during
the season of Advent. The ﬁrst is a Christmas caroling
on Sunday evenings. This year we headed up to Maple
Knoll for the celebra"on and enjoyed a wonderful
evening. The group of twelve carolers joined in song
with eighteen of our members and their friends at
Maple Knoll, followed by a stop at Margaret
Orendorﬀ’s house on the way home. The true spirit of
Christmas on the Advent Sunday of Peace was clearly evident with the joining of voices across the genera"ons.
Our other tradi"on is alumni Sunday, where we invite all of the alumni from past years to come back and
celebrate an evening with us. This year Shelley Komrska organized a potluck dinner to allow people to have
more "me to catch up. A6er dinner we gathered downstairs for our mee"ng on the topic of the future, where
the wise “old” alumni shared their perspec"ve on what the future might look like, both in college and being
newlyweds. On the “Joy” Sunday of Advert twenty-four alumni came back to join us and, with a total of 47
young people, sharing a joyful evening together. Also a special men"on of thanks to Steve Komrska and Don
Peairs, who took care of all the cleanup in the kitchen, allowing us to take care of God’s crea"on and not use
any disposable paper or plas"c!!

EPIPHANY FROM PASTOR BOB ANDERSON

W

elcome to the liturgical season of “Epiphany”! This is the church “season” that begins a6er Christmas
on January 6 (the “twel6h” day of Christmas). This year Epiphany falls on a Sunday, and in some Chris"an tradi"ons, January 6 is also celebrated as Christmas Day. The season of Epiphany, meaning to reveal,
make known, has a missional theme of spreading the Good News to the world. As the light of the Bethlehem
star led the Magi to the Christ child, Philippians 2:15 teaches us that we are to live in this dark world in such a
manner that we shine like stars in the world. This “mission” of shining light will be our worship theme in the
coming weeks.
This mission is also the theme for our Session leadership
in the coming months. In December your Session
received 134 Holy Cow! Survey responses (89% of average weekly aDendance). Thank you! The Session met for
almost 6 hours with our consultant, Robyn Strain of Holy
Cow Consultants. Ms. Strain walked us through the stories of our church reﬂected by the data. We discovered
things we liked; some discoveries aﬃrmed what we
thought we already knew, and there were discoveries
that are diﬃcult to grasp. But, like Epiphany, light began
to dawn, and the Good News is that God is revealing divine purposes for our PCW future.
Session will con"nue to work with the Holy Cow! data. A summary will be created and distributed to the
congrega"on. The informa"on will be the founda"on for future strategic planning. The Session will create
a vision for the future and steps that will bring the vision to full implementa"on – Epiphany! The reports will
lead to the Presbytery’s approving the elec"on of the Pastoral Nomina"ng CommiDee, and the search process
for a new installed Pastor will begin in earnest.
God reveals divine purposes and will through the Holy Spirit. The Magi represented those to
whom the message of Jesus would extend, and they heard that voice of the Spirit guiding them
to God’s ﬁrst missionary eﬀort. This is PCW’s "me to shine brightly with the joyful news of the
Gospel. Please support the Session as they con"nue this study. Please be pa"ent as the Session
studies and partners with the Presbytery process for beginning our search process. Pray that
God will be ac"ve among us, revealing “Epiphanal” surprises to all of us as we give ourselves to
following Jesus as growing disciples in 2019 and beyond.
Grace and Peace, Dr. Bob Anderson

GROWING ORGANICALLY THE HEALING SPACES

T

he Healing Space of Cincinna" is grateful to on-board the many gi6s of 5
new Board Members: Terri Messerman-Moore, Professor of Psychology
at Miami University and Kundalini Yoga Instructor; Stephan Moje, Associate at
Apex Chiroprac"c and Chiroprac"c Neurologist; Colleen Herman, Owner of CoCo Crea"ve Wellness and Kundalini Yoga Instructor; Sue Leen, Administra"ve
Assistant with Franciscan Sisters of the Poor and Reiki Master; and Mardee Sherman, Partner at Robbins,
Kelly, PaDerson & Tucker and Family Law ADorney. We look forward to the synergy that will be created
during our upcoming Board-Prac""oner Strategic Planning retreat in February, as we explore opportuni"es
for The Healing Space to grow organically during its fourth year of opera"ons.

YOUNG CONGREGATION! FROM ADAM HAYDENn

T

he Godly Play curriculum is by far the best curriculum I’ve ever come across.
It doesn’t just expose children to Biblical values and stories. It allows children
to ac"vely par"cipate in those values and stories. Children do not memorize scripture in Godly Play. They enter into scripture. It is awesome.
But it didn’t work in gePng more children at PCW on Sunday morning. It also did
not aDract enough volunteers to keep it going. So we stopped oﬀering it and decided to oﬀer something else. In its place this past fall we created a series of serviceoriented opportuni"es for the children. They made thank-you cards and presented
them to local ﬁre ﬁghters. They painted ﬂowerpots, planted ﬂowers in them and
walked door to door in Wyoming and Lockland oﬀering people a liDle joy. They wrote leDers to people
receiving the Thanksgiving boxes. Last month they created decora"ons for the Christmas tree to help us
decorate the building in an"cipa"on of Jesus’ birthday!
These service-oriented projects worked. More children par"cipated in that program than in Godly Play, and
it wasn’t even that close. We once again divinely stumbled upon something that parents value enough to
have their children par"cipate somewhat regularly.

One of the greatest aspects of children’s ministry here at PCW is that we get to listen to families and respond
to their wants and needs. We don’t do it perfectly, no, not by a landslide. But we have been given some freedom to explore and experiment. If Godly Play is not working, we don't have to keep oﬀering it. If children love
learning about African Dancing and drumming, we can oﬀer it! If kids want to sing, we can oﬀer that! We can
meet kids and their parents where they are and have some fun working it out together.
So this winter we are bringing animals, yoga, and play dates into PCW on Sunday morning. Yeah, you heard
that right, ANIMALS! No, I’m not talking about the children!!! They are wonderfully awesome. I’m talking
about real, live animals. We have worked it out with the Cincinna" Parks department to oﬀer a three-week
animal class for kids. And as God would have it, the person coming to oﬀer the class teaches Sunday school
at her church! The stars are aligning.
We will also oﬀer yoga this winter. I’ve heard from many parents in Wyoming that they want their kids to
experience Yoga. And why wouldn’t they? Yoga helps par"cipants learn about their bodies, their feelings,
and their surroundings. It is super healthy and can be really fun!
While the children are busy having fun with yoga we will give their parents a "me to discuss topics important
to them. We won’t tell them what to discuss. Rather we will ask them and then u"lize a mode of mee"ng
called Open Space, where we will help guide meaningful conversa"on around the topics most meaningful
to them.
This is all part of an outreach approach to families based on love and service with rela"vely few strings
aDached. We have been asking parents what they want. And many, many parents tell us they want to feel
more connected to others. So, that’s why we are asking them what they want to discuss. If we help them ﬁnd
out what’s important to them and help facilitate meaningful conversa"on around those topics, then we think
the need for connec"on will be gePng addressed. We will help adults looking to feel more connected and
par"cipate in a way that makes those connec"ons. That’s our hope at least. We’ll see what happens, and
we’ll keep you posted.
Thanks for crea"ng the environment for the Young Congrega"on Team to explore. If you would like to join
the adventure, just let us know.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!

J

oe and Nikki Hornsby have decided to join PCW! Joe is originally from the West
Side and aDended St. X, followed by Miami University. He is now a CPA. Nikki
was born in Chicago and later moved to Cincinna", gradua"ng from Loveland High
School and U.C. She works for Kroger Co. in market research. They moved to
Wyoming a year ago. Daughter Savannah will be bap"zed on Sunday, January 13,
at 11:00, and she turns one-year-old this month. Congratula"ons to the Hornsbys!

C

has Olsavsky has joined PCW! Chas is the
husband of member Lauren Clasper. He is the
son-in-law of Jim Clasper and Cheryl Albrecht. He and
Lauren met at the University of Cincinna" and then
relocated to the D.C. area. A6er moving back to Wyoming (where Lauren grew
up), they decided to make PCW the church home for their own family. Chas and
Lauren’s twins, Courtney and Connor, were joyfully bap"zed at PCW few weeks
ago.

SOCIAL MEDIAL

T

he American Revolu"on. The Reforma"on. The Prin"ng Press.
Social Media. What do these things have in common? They were
game changers. Most if not all of us have studied the revolu"on, the
reforma"on, and the prin"ng press. But, how many of us have studied
social media? According to Sta"s"ca there will be 2.7 billion people
on social media this year! Within one year nearly 3 billion people (2.9
to be exact) will be ﬁdge"ng with their smart phones to check their
Facebook or TwiDer or Instagram or Snapchat or LinkedIn or whatever
else accounts they will have in 2020.
The amount of change we are experiencing right now is staggering. We went from the rotary telephone to
holding an object in our hands that can be a phone, a thesaurus, a dic"onary, an encyclopedia, a recording
studio, a top-notch camera, and so much more. This didn’t happen over hundreds of years. This happened
fairly quickly. The next thing you know we’ll just be talking to holograms and won’t even bother with phones!

What does this have to do with church? Everything. We can’t escape the fact that social media is all around us.
Most of us are on it every day.
We check in with friends on Facebook and Snapchat, see what’s trending on TwiDer, enjoy great visuals on
Instagram, and on and on and on. If so much of our lives are spent on social media, should the church also be
on social media?
This is the ques"on before us, and we want some of you to help us answer it. If you ﬁnd social media fascina"ng or if you are interested in photography or videography or anything media-related we are asking you to
let us know. We want to get together and chat further about the inﬂuence of social media on our society and
how we should or should not engage it as a church. Contact Adam Hayden at 812-430-4464 if you want to join
the discussion.
Call 812-430-4464 (cell) or 513-821-8735 ext 102.
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DECEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

Session opened with a devo"on by Reverend Lisa Bernheisel based on MaDhew 5: 16, “Let your light
so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

•

Session welcomed and congratulated Jeﬀrey Bonner and Ian Kite, who recently aDained the level of Eagle
Scout and Derek Easton, the Scoutmaster of Troop 221. A third Eagle recipient, Alex Easton, was not
able to aDend. Reverend Anderson also signed the annual Troop charter renewal.

•

Rob Keelor reviewed the Adult Discipleship program for 2019 and stressed that the Adult Ed sessions on
Sunday morning would focus on being scriptural, rela"onal, invita"onal and accessible.

•

Session agreed to meet on December 15 with a representa"ve from Holy Cow! to review the data
gathered in over 130 responses to the Mission Study survey of the congrega"on. This material will provide data for the PNC when they begin the process of preparing the Ministry Informa"on Form in 2019.

VALLEY CONCERT SERIESA

S

amuel Smith and William Seale in recital. Basso Sam Smith and pianist Bill Seale will
present a recital of varied musical periods and styles. Sam is familiar to this church
community as a former soloist/sec"on leader. He has performed with opera companies
worldwide, including Cincinna" Opera, Palm Beach Opera, Anchorage Opera, and Lyric
Opera of Chicago. Join us at 4 p.m. on February 24th for this special musical concert.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES FROM RON STOERKER
DECEMBER 2018 SUMMARY

2018 Budget

Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

564,643

91.0%

543,458

604,107

Founda"on Support

33,000

5.5%

33,797

26,914

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

12,722

41,024

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

7,521

8,499

597,498

680,544

INCOME
Congrega"onal Support

Total Income

618,643

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Opera"ng (building & u"li"es)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: opera1ng
Transfer from Property Reserve
Net Gain

403,581

64%

377,909

438,541

16,860

3%

11,006

13,760

154,191

24%

166,925

156,744

58,000

9%

55,560

56,499

0

0

15,000

632,632

611,400

680,544

<13,989>

<13,902>

Net 0

16,373
2,471

T

hanks be to God for everyone who contributed ﬁnancially to the work our Lord has called us to do in His
name. Because of you we have completed the year with a small surplus. In 2017, we made contribu"ons
to the Property Reserve Fund to pay for future unexpected expenses. In 2018, we used those funds to pay for
AC unit repair, restora"on of the stone turret near the bell tower, and repaving the parking lot. These are expenses which our normal opera"ng budget is unable to cover.
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LADS AND LASSIES FROM STACY ACRES

O

ur preschoolers were greeted by a familiar face
when we arrived at Valley Food and Clothing
Center to deliver 65 boxes of cereal donated by the
preschool families. Gordon Dennis, the preschool’s
Financial Manager, is also a dedicated volunteer at
Valley. Gordon spoke with the preschool families about
the services Valley provides to neighbors in need.
Mary Jo and Don Peairs planted paperwhite bulbs with
students in their grandson Alex’s class. Each child took home a jar with a
paperwhite bulb in it. The children will watch the bulbs grow and measure their
progress over the winter break! Mary Jo’s many years of experience teaching
kindergarten make her a natural with the preschool children.

LET’S BE TOGETHERL

O

ne reason we go on mission trips and oﬀer lock-ins is to build and strengthen
rela"onships. Sure, we learn knowledge and do stuﬀ with our hands, and that’s
important. Just as meaningful is the "me we spend together. It helps us get to know
one another so that we can further appreciate one another and simply enjoy one
another.

We are going to do this type of community building during our annual Family Lock-in
on Friday, February 1st - Saturday, February 2nd. We will meet here at PCW Friday evening for dinner, discussion, games, and a movie. Then, we will get some rest and wake up to breakfast together.
All are invited to aDend. Children under 18 need to have parents accompany them (or make special arrangements). Adults do not need to have parents accompany them! It does not maDer if you have young children,
old children, or no children! All of us are part of a wider church family so all are invited to aDend. Please
consider joining the fun.
Let Adam Hayden know if you would like to register, or see the sign-up table in the gathering area at PCW
Peace!

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP - WISDOM BOOKS IN THE BIBLEE

T

he ancient Hebrews divided their scripture into the Law, the Prophets, and the
"Wri"ngs." This last group includes a number of "wisdom books," including Proverbs,
Job, and some others, which ask how a wise person can a life of faith in the world. In this
class we will look at some of the types of wisdom literature, its popularity throughout
the ancient Near East, its unique emphasis on the role of women, and how it may have
shaped the early Chris"ans' understanding of Jesus' life and ministry.
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Founders’ Room to explore the wisdom books.
January 6, 13, 20, and 27.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE FROM RICH UHLEK

T

he Nomina"ng CommiDee is seeking your help. We are working on replacing
re"ring elders and deacons and elec"ng a Pastor Nomina"ng CommiDee. The
2018 nomina"ng team will be preparing our list of candidates/nominees for 2019
Deacons, Elders and Pastor Nomina"ng CommiDee. Our target date is January 31,
2019, for comple"on. We need your help in recrui"ng and iden"fying willing and
able volunteers for these posi"ons. Due to the recent tenure of the Pastoral
Discernment Team and Mission Study Team (and other issues) we have had an
unusual workload for PCW Board volunteers. One prominent comment we gleaned from the Holy Cow! study
was that there is a percep"on that “Most decisions are made by a small number of members.” We would like
to involve as many members as possible and change that percep"on.
PNC will meet for 12-18 months or so. The PNC analyzes, interviews and nominates the new pastor with the
help of the Presbytery. PNC is an intensive, shorter commitment.
Elders and Deacons have monthly mee"ngs. Elders manage and serve as a board of directors for PCW.
Deacons focus on congrega"onal care and fellowship ac"vi"es.
These are very important jobs vital to the life and health of the church. Various skills and services are
needed. Please pray and think on these posi"ons and let us have your nomina"ons and other input.

KIDS YOGA!

W

e asked parents in the community what kind of classes they would like for their kids. Overwhelmingly
the number 1 answer was yoga! So we are giving it a shot! Every Sunday morning in March we will
oﬀer kids yoga for children ages 5 through 4th grade. If we get overwhelmed
with the number of kids who sign up, we will deﬁnitely need some help with the
class. If you would like to help, please let us know ASAP! And If you have a liDle
one interested in taking the class, please ﬁll out a registra"on form located in
the Gathering Area.
Kara Garrod, who is one of the teachers here at Lads & Lassies, will teach the
class. She is a cer"ﬁed yoga teacher and leads the kiddos every Friday morning
at Lads. We are excited to have her as our Kids Yoga Teacher in March!

CONNIE’S CORNER FROM CONNIE GOLDENF

O

ut of the circus and into the church (and other lesser known facts about the pipe organ).

The concept of the organ may have been created in 246BCE by Greek engineer Ctesibius of
Alexandria. The result was called the hydraulis, which delivered a wind supply to a set of pipes.

In 90BCE the hydraulis was introduced to Rome and played in the arenas of the Roman Empire. Ctesibius
(the engineer) was interested in the principles of the hydraulis rather than its musical purpose. LiDle known
fact: The violin had not yet been invented when Nero played as Rome burned; however, Nero was known
to play the hydraulis. It was not un"l c. 900CE that the instrument was improved to inherit its place in the
church. A liDle over 800 years later, Mozart wrote to his father that “In my eyes and ears the organ is the
King of Instruments.” And in November, 2019, we will celebrate together the 50th year of the installa"on of
our Schantz Pipe Organ!
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Please note: there will not be a Crossroads Newsle8er in February.

PCW UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Sunday

Adult Discipleship at 10:05 a.m., Founders’ Room

Every Sunday

Open Bible Study at 7:00 p.m., Library

Jan. 7

Finance Mee"ng - 7:00 p.m., Founders’ Room

Jan. 8

Worship CommiDee - 7:00 p.m., Founders’ Room

Jan. 9

Gi6s of Imperfect Paren"ng - 6:30 p.m., Founders’ Room

Jan. 12

Perfect North Slopes Ski Trip

Jan. 14

Session Meets, 7:00 p.m., Founders’ Room

Jan. 21

Deacons Board, 7:00 p.m., Parlor

Jan. 28

Mission Mee"ng at 7:00 p.m., Founders’ Room
Drumming Circle with The Healing Space, Youth Room

Feb. 1

Family Lock-in begins at 6:00 p.m.

Feb. 10

Single Worship Service at 10 a.m.
Annual Mee"ng at 11:15 p.m., Great Room

Feb. 17

Hoxworth Blood Drive, 8a.m-2p.m.

Feb. 24

Valley Concert, Sam Smith and Bill Seale Recital at 4 p.m.

Please visit pcwyoming.org
for a full calendar of events.

