STEWARDSHIP FROM DOUG VOLLETTE L

R

eﬂecng Grace is our theme for Stewardship this year. II Corinthians 9:7 says: “For God loves a cheerful
giver; God is able to make all grace abound.” In James 4 the Bible tells us to give humbly and the Lord
“shall li+ you up.”
On October 21 we kicked oﬀ our campaign by distribung pledge envelopes a+er each service. Tables were
set up so you can personally pick up your envelope. If you would like a personal visit, please let Rich Uhle
know (email: uhle@fuse.net, cell 368 6169). Our commi9ee will make sure you receive a personal call or
visit. Any remaining envelopes will be mailed.
Consecra on Sunday will be Sunday, November 18, 2018. On that day we will join together to set apart our
lives to be living reﬂecons of the Grace of God. In 2 Corinthians we see an intriguing passage that looks back
(reﬂects) to Moses, who went to the mountain to meet with God. When Moses came down to the people
a+er 40 days, his face was shining bright with the glory of God – so bright that the people insisted that Moses
wear a towel over his head! In 2 Corinthians 3:18 the Apostle Paul encourages us to reﬂect this glorious grace
of God, "But we all, with open face beholding as in a (reﬂecng) glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord".
Thank you and please pray over your pledge.
From the Stewardship commi"ee: Doug Volle"e, Brian Bonner,
Fritz Naeve, Jesse Modderman, Rich Uhle

NOVEMBER ADULT EDUCATION FROM ROB KEELORR

S

ince moving back to Ohio in 2005, Jennifer and I have had the pleasure of hosng Thanksgiving at our
home in Glendale. Yes, that’s right, I said “pleasure.” Indeed, it is much work hosng up to 36 guests in
our li9le circa 1901 farm house, but it is truly a blessing to share Thanksgiving together. One of our tradions
is to make a large circle and take turns sharing what we are thankful for. With parcipants spanning ﬁve generaons, the responses are varied but always encouraging to everyone present.
In this spirit of thanksgiving, you are invited to share your story of thanksgiving with the PCW Family.
At 10 a.m. in the Founders’ Room, during the ﬁrst three Sundays of November (4th, 11th, and 18th), Adult
Educaon, in support of our stewardship theme, will be “Reﬂec!ng on God’s Grace”. We will have a devoonal me and a me that we are encouraging you to share your story of God’s grace (i.e., His grace in your
life through good mes and/or diﬃcult mes, His gi+s of grace at work at PCW, etc.). Come share in the feast!

MISSION STUDY FROM PASTOR BOB ANDERSON

W

hy do Presbyterian Churches bother with a “Mission Study” during the me
between pastors? We could say, “Because the Presbytery asks us to do such a
study.” Or we could say that it is always valuable to plan before taking a journey or
making an investment.
Jesus teaches us in in Luke 14:28 that preparaon is essenal he says, “Just imagine
that you want to build a tower. Wouldn’t you ﬁrst sit down and esmate the cost to be
sure you have enough to ﬁnish what you start?” For Jesus the value of being “Kingdom people” is worth the
investment of study and a strategic plan.
Our survey with Holy Cow! Consulng will augment previous PCW studies by giving a sharp focus on the process
for calling of a new installed pastor. The Church Assessment Tool© (CAT) helps our leaders measure the vibrancy
of a congregaon, examine the quality of relaonships, trajectory of aPtudes, spiritual vitality, readiness for ministry, resiliency of the body, and ﬁnancial capacity.
The CAT Survey is designed for churches who are going to do a pastoral search. Here are steps for the near future:
•

When the survey is complete in November, a Holy Cow! consultant will meet with the Session to create a
learning experience with the survey data that will be used for strategic planning.

•

Results of this process will be available to the congregaon.

•

The Pastoral Nominang Commi"ee (PNC) will be nominated and elected.

•

The PNC will use the Session’s data to help write a “Mission Informaon Form” that will go online at
General Assembly and be available to ministers open to an interview.

•

The PNC will begin the search process through the General Assembly online program and referrals iniated
by ministers or others.

•

The average me for the actual PNC process is about 9-11 months.

Be sure to ﬁll out your survey as soon as you get it—paper surveys are available at the church. The Holy Cow!
Team will be in the Parlor on Sundays to help with paper surveys or to help you to ﬁll out an electronic survey.
Thank you for joining your Session in prayerful discernment as we ask God to help our leaders make wise, hopeful
and inspired decisions regarding investments in the soul of our congregaon.

Bob Anderson
Interim Transion Pastor

THANKSGIVING BASKET PROJECT

I

t’s our 9th anniversary for the Thanksgiving Basket service project.
We’ve gone from one church delivering 100 baskets to six churches delivering 300!

There are three ways you can help! Contribute - $50 will purchase one food basket (any
amount is welcome). Pack - Show up at Friendship United Methodist Church beginning
at 9 a.m. on Nov. 17th and help pack the boxes. Deliver - Drop off 3-5 baskets to local
families. See you on Saturday, November 17th!
Contact Kevin Helser at helserkevin88@gmail.com.

THANKSGIVING PRAYERS FROM PASTOR LISAA

T

hanks be to God! Every Sunday in worship a+er we hear the Good News that through
Jesus Christ we are freed and forgiven children of God. In unison the people say “Thanks be to
God!” We come together as God’s people giving thanks for the freedom and new life that Christ
oﬀers to us through the cross. This is a wonderful ritual of the church, weekly reminding us of the
grace and mercy of God’s love through these words of gratude.
As our naon celebrates Thanksgiving this month, some will
gather around tables for meals and give thanks for God’s blessings. How do
you give thanks at the table? Do you have a certain person who leads a
prayer, or do you have it wri9en for all to pray on a card or placemat?
Around our table at Thanksgiving my grandmother would always oﬀer the
prayer and seek to include the names of those who were in our family and
friends who were not there. How do you give thanks?
If you are tasked with the table prayer this year and have trouble ﬁnding the words, or if you would simply like to
use another prayer that connects you to the church, here are a few possibilies to use this year:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

For the food of all creaon
Thanks be to God
For the gi@s of every naon
Thanks be to God
For the plowing sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
most of all for Earth’s safe keeping,
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored.
Bless these gi@s and grant that we may feast in fellowship with thee. Amen.
Dear God, we give thanks on this Thanksgiving for this food and for those who are gathered around the table. Be
with those who are not here. We remember those who have died, who have been part of this table in the past and
look forward to those who will be born and ﬁnd their place at this table. We thank you for those who have grown,
raised, and made the food and for those who have prepared it. Be with the hungry and help us to respond to those
in need. Bless us this year to grow closer to you and one another. Amen.
Blessings to you as you give thanks to God. May the Spirit ﬁll your table with God’s presence and grace.
In Christ, Pastor Lisa

WOMEN’S RETREAT FROM ADRIENNE PALERMOL

F

ourteen women gathered in Spring Lake, Michigan for a
Retreat in October. Together, we were led by the Holy
Spirit to pause, celebrate God’s gi+s, and remember Christ’s
faithfulness.
We are grateful to Chris Graeter and her mother, Mary, for
hosng our group and to Adrienne Palermo for introducing us
to a book series. Pastor Lisa lead the Bible Studies, meditaon
me, and small group reﬂecons. We had me to walk Lake
Michigan, journal, pray, and connect.
Women, mark your calendars for next October as we seek to
return and be renewed by Christ.
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IT’S EASY TO GIVE TO PCW! FROM FINANCE

D

id you know when you shop you can and have a poron of your
purchase price go directly to PCW at no cost to you? Both Kroger
and Amazon.com have rewards programs that can beneﬁt charies such
as PCW.
To join the “Smile” program, you can register at smile.amazon.com.
Sign in with your regular Amazon account, then choose “Presbyterian
Church of Wyoming” from their list of charies. When you want to
shop Amazon.com, go to Smile.amazon.com instead. By entering
through smile, you see the same idencal merchandise you would ﬁnd
on Amazon.com with idencal prices and shipping opons.
It even works with Amazon Kindle purchases.
For Kroger’s Community Rewards program, go to Kroger.com, click on “savings and rewards”, click on “Kroger
Community Rewards”, and follow the prompts. If you have a Kroger plus card, it will request that number. If
you have an online account, it will ask for your email and password also. Then when you use your Kroger Plus
card in future, a poron of your purchase price will go directly to PCW. Or go to the service desk at your local
Kroger’s and register there.
Please sign up now and provide this added ﬁnancial help to PCW’s many programs and missions!

CHILDREN’S CHERUB CHOIRB

I

t’s hard to believe that Christmas is around the corner, but it will be here
before we know it. We are excited to announce that we are beginning a
Cherub Children's Christmas Choir! We are looking for all kids ages 5 through
4th grade to join our choir - the more the merrier!

Choir will meet on Sunday mornings, 10 a.m. - 10:55 a.m., from Nov. 4 Dec. 2, to have some fun and learn a few Christmas songs (there may also
be cookies involved!).
Then on December 9th we will get to hear our li9le cherubs sing at the 10 a.m.
all-church worship service.
Please sign your child up in the Gathering Area. Spread the word about the choir to other parents you know.
Contact Adam Hayden for more informaon - ahayden@pcwyoming.org.

BENETIFTS OF AN INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM FROM THE HEALING SPACES

H

olisc healing modalies embrace the philosophy that the Mind, Body and Spirit impact all dimensions of
life. People are able to live most fully when their Mind, Body and Spirit are integrated. Holisc Healing
techniques are designed to promote wholeness for a wide variety of physical, emoonal, mental, social and
spiritual challenges. Clients beneﬁt from working with an interdisciplinary team through the wide variety of
opportunies available. Services can be tailored to their personalized needs. The praconer team works
collaboravely to oﬀer clients “one-stop shopping” as guided by the client’s priories. Each member of The
Healing Space praconer team oﬀers our clients a rare depth of training and experience. Holisc healing
techniques empower a client’s inborn ability to heal. Specialized skills are oﬀered to coach clients through
their healing journey. The praconers simply serve as a guide to help facilitate a client’s natural healing
process. To learn more visit h9p://thehealingspacecincinna.org/holisc-praconers/.
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OCTOBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

Session approved a request from Lads & Lassies to donate a bench to honor Bob Feeback.

•

Heard a report from the Stewardship Team that the “Reﬂecng Grace” campaign is oﬀ to a good start.

•

The Mission Study Team reported that a survey will go out soon to all acve members to gather data to
develop a vision for PCW. Previous work by the Pastoral Discernment Team and others will be a big help.

•

Approved a gi+ to refurbish the Associate Pastor’s oﬃce and the Prayer Room on the second ﬂoor.

•

Heard an upbeat report on the acvies of the Women’s Ministry, including Bible study and Retreat.

•

Approved a Mission Team request to raise funds to support the Thanksgiving box project for the 9th year.

DEACONS UPDATE

T

he PCW Deacons have been hard at work making "Care Packs”
for those who come looking for help at church. Included in the
packs are non-perishable food items, connecons to local aid
agencies, and other helpful items.
Please ﬁnd a PCW Deacon if you see someone who needs a li9le extra help, and we will be happy to share our
“Care Packs.”

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES

W

hy do we carry insurance? Well, the cleanup from the ﬂood will cost approximately $35,000 to
$38,000 yet our cost is limited to the $5,000 deducble on the insurance claim.
SEPTEMBER 2018 SUMMARY

2018 Budget

Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

564,643

91.0%

362,700

374,894

Foundaon Support

33,000

5.5%

33,797

26,914

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

26,195

13,965

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

1,042

2,589

423,734

418,362

INCOME
Congregaonal Support

Total Income

618,643

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Operang (building & ulies)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: opera ng
Transfer from Property Reserve
Net Gain

403,581

64%

286,224

321,944

16,860

3%

7,302

10,970

154,191

24%

132,070

110,573

58,000

9%

10,016

15,542

0

0

8,200

632,632

435,612

467,229

<13,989>

<11,878>

<48,867>

12,413
535
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AESTHETICS FROM ADAM HAYDEN

W

hen someone walks into the Gathering Area, they are immediately
confronted with a very nice-looking space. They journey over to the
sanctuary, and everywhere they look they see something aesthecally pleasing.
The carpet is nicely kept. The bathrooms are immaculately clean. The pews are
clear and ready for the saints to worship. We do an incredibly eﬃcient job of keeping PCW in ptop shape.
All this cleanliness and order are good things, right? Yes and no. I believe it is a value to take care of ourselves,
including our buildings. There is nothing wrong with that. However, the culture around us is changing. Yes, we
know how to take care of our building, and that used to instantly engage the culture. People looked at this building and this church and respected it. That instant respect is fading, not because of anything we’ve done. Times
change. People change. That’s just a part of life.
Many people in our culture that I talk to who don’t belong to a church but might consider it are not concerned
about how the church building looks. They want to know what happens inside AND outside the building. There is
growing mistrust between people and big beauful organizaons. Just look at the way people now view government. Many people view the government as an evil organizaon out to get them… or at least forget about them.
There are movements popping up all over the place to shop local, grow local, and simply be local. Being a big organizaon used to mean having instant credibility. Now, big organizaons have to bend over backwards to make
sure they care about the people they serve. It is not implied anymore.
The same is true with church and its appearances. People used to a9end church every Sunday. It was the norm.
Church was the thing to do. Everybody belonged to a church. And those churches looked immaculate most of the
me. Churches had healthy a9endance, and the buildings (inside and out) looked great. A church had instant
credibility, and that was coupled with societal pressure to be in the pews every Sunday. That credibility and that
pressure are gone. Our culture has changed. Now when given the opportunity to either a9end church or get a
few extra hours of sleep, people choose sleep! I don’t blame them. I’m pre9y red myself. And if they do pull
themselves out of bed and decide to bypass a myriad of other excing opportunies, they probably want to
experience something more meaningful than a good service in a beauful room. They don’t need either, so most
of the me they don’t bother.
It is true that megachurches connue to ﬂourish. But I don’t think the megachurch model is sustainable much
longer. Already we are seeing megachurches break oﬀ and provide smaller host sites. Even within mega churches
small groups and “house” churches are ﬂourishing. People are beginning to move away from the anonymity that
comes with being in a large crowd and into more inmate environments. More and more people in our culture
want to feel connected, not just to God but also to one another. One reason megachurches are sll doing fairly
well is because they are more likely to change and try new approaches. This is key to the health of any
organizaon. As Kent Shaﬀer, founder of Church Relevance, puts it”
“There’s a reason why churches and denominaons are in decline. We connue to be religious about
using the same methods hoping and praying they’ll somehow generate diﬀerent results.
That’s a recipe for decline and ulmately death.”
Back to the aesthecs around PCW. It is ﬁne to have a nice-looking building. It is ﬁne to keep the building in the
best shape possible. Perhaps it is also ﬁne to be a slowly declining church. It is not ﬁne, however, to think we can
do the same things and expect diﬀerent results. Non-churchgoers don’t visit churches to see which one has the
best-looking building. They come to get connected. They come to know they are not alone. Their baggage is
really no diﬀerent from mine or yours. We must show them that we are a group of broken people trying to follow
Jesus. I’m afraid that our current culture views our church, and any church for that ma9er, as another corporaon that values appearances over people. I say we get a li9le dirty and maybe let that dirt hang around a bit.
Let me know what you think. I would love to chat with you about these ideas, because they are just that, ideas.
I could be wrong and am happy to join you in a discussion.
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LADS & LASSIES FROM STACEY ACRESS

O

ur local ﬁreﬁghters stopped by the preschool to teach our students
about ﬁre safety. We sang a few of our ﬁre safety songs to the
ﬁreﬁghters and did a med ﬁre drill. One of the cadets was an alumni
of Community Preschool! We have lots of upcoming Holiday Fun and
Fellowship going on at the preschool…
November 19th we will have our Annual Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner in
The Great Room. We are expecng about 200 people for this evening of
good food, good company and gratude!
December 6th we will have our Polar Express Santa Pancake Breakfast
complete with P.J.’s, hot chocolate, the Polar Express Story, and pancakes made to look like Santa himself! For this event, the children will
each bring a box of cereal to be donated to Valley Interfaith Food and
Clothing.
December 7th we will take the 4-5 year-olds to visit Valley Interfaith Food
and Clothing and deliver our cereal.
December 20th we will have our Christmas program in the Sanctuary.
Programs will be at 9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. All are welcome!

BIBLE VERSES FOR THANKSGIVING

I

t's very easy during the holiday season to be overwhelmed.
With so many tasks and acvies to do, we forget to stop
and reﬂect upon the reasons we should be celebrang. Let’s be
encouraged with Scripture on why we should give thanks and
how we can express our gratude. Let’s take a moment to stop
and read these Bible verses as we meditate on all the ways God
has blessed us!

2 Chronicles 5:13 - 13 The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to the LORD.
Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, the singers raised their voices in praise to the
LORD and sang: “He is good; his love endures forever.” Then the temple of the LORD was ﬁlled with the
cloud,
2 Corinthians 4:15 - 15 All this is for your beneﬁt, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people
may cause thanksgiving to overﬂow to the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 9:11 - 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
Jeremiah 30:19 - 19 From them will come songs of thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing. I will add to
their numbers, and they will not be decreased; I will bring them honor, and they will not be disdained.
Philippians 4:6-7 - 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situaon, by prayer and peon, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Psalm 95:2-3 - 2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 3 For the
LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.

7

Presbyterian Church of Wyoming

Non-Proﬁt Organizaon
US POSTAGE PAID
CINCINNATI, OH
Permit No. 4403

225 Wyoming Avenue . Cincinna OH 45215
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - PCW NOVEMBER EVENTSL
Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25
Nov. 6
Nov. 7
Nov. 16
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Visit pcwyoming.org for
a full calendar of events.

Nov. 22

Children’s Cherub Choir Meets, 10 a.m.
Elecon Day, Great Room - VOTE!
The Gi+s of Imperfect Parenng, Founders’ Room
Parents’ Night Out, 6-10 p.m.
Thanksgiving Basket Project, 9 a.m., Friendship UMC
Consecraon Sunday
Charlie Brown Thanksgiving Dinner, 7 p.m., Great Room
Thanksgiving Day

LOOKING AHEAD - DECEMBER
Dec. 9

Single Communion Service with Children’s Cherub Christmas Choir, 10 a.m., Great Room
PCW Family Christmas Lunch

Dec. 23

Single Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Services, 5:30 p.m. & 11 p.m.

Dec. 30

Single Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary

