OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN 2019 FROM CHERYL ALBRECHT

I

want to give thanks for all the volunteers at The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming! It is wonderful to serve with
you on mission acvies and I want to celebrate all that our members contribute to mission acvies outside of
PCW as well - all in Christ's name! THANK YOU! I also want to invite all of PCW to look at your calendars and think
about serving in 2019!
At PCW we have all types of opportunies to serve:
Heaven's Cafe - Heaven's Cafe is located at the Carthage Chrisan Church and provides those in need a meal the
ﬁrst Friday of the month. We typically serve around 50-60 people—both children and adults. We love this outreach
because kids and adults of any age can help with it and it serves people who are truly in need, in our backyard.
The Hoxworth Blood Drive - Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 17, 2019. We will again be hosng a blood
drive here at PCW. Tell your friends and family to donate to this worthy health ministry!
Shelterhouse Facility for Men and Women - We provide a hearty soup, salad and cookies each month.
The Easter Basket/Packet Program - In 2018 we provided zip-lock bags of ready-to-eat food for kids who need help
over school breaks when the school lunch program isn't operang.
Habitat for Humanity gives us the opportunity to help complete numerous building tasks on the inside and out
of each of the build sites.
Lighthouse Boys - We have a longstanding relaonship with our Lighthouse Boys. Every month there is some
acvity with them such as Rugby, caving, overnight camping, day at the lake house, tubing, and decorang their
facility for Christmas. The boys also give back and helped this year with packing the Thanksgiving Boxes.
The Ninth Annual "Thanksgiving Day Box Program" was again
a huge success this past Saturday! There were 300 Thanksgiving
Boxes assembled and delivered to families, all within a couple miles
of Wyoming. This is truly a Wyoming event, where more than six
churches and other community groups come together to make a
diﬀerence.
The Sharing Tree is up at PCW, providing Christmas gi>s to
children in the area. Please parcipate! Reminder: gi s due back
to PCW by Dec. 5th.
I also want to thank all the members of the Mission Team: Kevin
Helser, Shelley Komrska, Mo Miller, Bill Morley, Bill Rusk, Jerry
Williams. If you have any quesons about opportunies to serve, please contact Cheryl Albrecht at 513.225.6851
or cheri.albrecht@gmail.com.

ADVENT IS HERE AND GOD IS NEAR! FROM PASTOR BOB ANDERSON
“The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and pe##on, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”.
(Philippians 4:5-7)

T

hanksgiving and Christmas have their “built in stressors,” don’t they?
Family visits, food, gi>s, and travel all seem to conspire against peace in
our hearts. But our hope is that “the Lord is near” (Phil. 4.5), close at hand,
returning to us in a second advent. Hang on, I’m going somewhere with this!
Our world seems to be “upside down” right now. Polical bickering, new and unexpected leadership moves –
so much seems “topsy turvy”. Yet our scripture instructs us, “Do not be anxious”. Now that’s a challenge.
Take a deep breath. Anxiety is but a warning that something has changed. Take heed and pray your pe**ons!
Even our congregaon has anxiety this season. We are in a me of pastoral transion. Our good friend and
lead custodian, Bob Feeback, has gone home to his Lord and Savior. Our Interim Associate has a heart felt call
from God to move to a “called” (permanent) pastoral role. A ﬁrst response is o>en natural enough – who do I
blame? When things change unexpectedly, we want to lash out. This is the me for a deep breath – God is
near! If God is near, heed the anxiety as a warning but trust in God who is near – don’t be anxious. In fact, our
ﬁrst call is to pray.
The missionary Apostle Paul then says, “by prayer and pe**on, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.” Pray with thanksgiving! All our prayers and peons need to be framed with thanksgiving to
God.
Are you anxious about the church, your family, the naon, the world? Set it aside, God is near,
pray, give thanks to God who is in charge. And, the peace of God that transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. This is our Advent path in a season
of busy-ness and anxiety. God is near, set anxiety aside, pray, give thanks, experience the
Peace of the King of Peace to whom we turn during Advent and Christmas.

Dr. Bob Anderson

LABYRINTH WALK FOR HOPEFUL EXPECTATIONA

J

oin us in Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. in the Great Room for a facilitated Labyrinth
Walk as we ancipate a new year, family gatherings and all that they
entail, and bring our hopes together. Please bring socks as shoes or bare
feet are not permiMed on the canvas.
Mar Feder and Pastor Lisa will lead us as we walk "alone together" and
ancipate a new year with hope.

Please note: The January issue of Crossroads will be delivered the 2nd week of January.

O

n November 12th, PCW’s Session accepted Pastor Lisa’s resigna#on. Her ﬁnal Sunday will be on December 9th
and her last day serving as the Interim Associate Pastor at the Presbyterian Church of Wyoming will be Wednesday,
December 12th. We thank Pastor Lisa for her caring and inspiring ministry with this congrega#on and wish her God’s
blessing in her ministry in the years ahead. Join us on Sunday, December 9th, to bid Pastor Lisa farewell and Godspeed.

REMEMBERING YOU FROM PASTOR LISAA
I thank my God every #me I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one
of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the ﬁrst day
un#l now. I am conﬁdent of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to comple#on by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this
way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s
grace with me… For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion
of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overﬂow more and more
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure
and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and
praise of God. Philippians 1:3-11

P

aul’s Prayer for the Philippians is one that I echo today as we come to the end of my Interim Ministry with you
on Wednesday, December 12, 2018. I will remember you and the ministry that has unfolded in this place;
from Deacon Meengs, to Women’s Retreats, from Adult Discipleship Classes to Worship Services. It was a delight
to experience your thoughPul Book Groups and Bible Studies and meet weekly with the staﬀ.
I will miss the spirited worship in the Visions service and intenonal worship in the Sanctuary services. It was a
blessing to meet with homebound members and get to know them and their journey with Jesus. It is amazing to
see how the children embrace and learn the stories of faith and grow in their relaonship with Christ. The Holy
Spirit has truly been at work within and among us the past two-plus years and I thank you for the opportunity to
serve God with you as your Interim Associate Pastor.
God’s Spirit has prepared you for the next chapter of the Presbyterian Church of Wyoming’s mission and ministry.
You are compleng a mission study and calling a Pastoral Nominang CommiMee for the Head of Staﬀ search.
Christ will sustain you as you welcome new leaders into your midst and will connue to guide the Session and Rev.
Dr. Robert Anderson, Interim Head of Staﬀ. As the Holy Spirit guides the work of the Session, you will be ready to
welcome a permanent pastor into your midst and together live into God’s future.
May you be strengthened by your almost 150 year history of God’s abiding presence and grace. May you connue
to grow in that grace and knowledge of God’s love in Christ Jesus through study and prayer. May you be sent out
into the world, empowered by the Holy Spirit to announce God’s presence through your words and
acons. I will connue to li> you in prayer and am excited to hear how your mission and ministry
unfolds. I am grateful for your prayers as I begin the next chapter of ministry as part-me Associate
Pastor at a church on the East Side of Cincinna. May the love of Christ, which you have shared
with me, extend to the next pastor and all of your neighbors in the Wyoming area. May Christ’s
love connue to be made known and God gloriﬁed in and through you.
In Christ, Lisa Bernheisel

SAYING GOODBYE TO PASTOR LISA

M

ark your calendars and get ready for a morning to remember! On December 9th we will have a single
worship service at 10 a.m. Our brand-new Children's Cherub Choir will sing Christmas songs, we will share
Communion, and we will say goodbye and celebrate Pastor Lisa. After the service Mary Jo Peairs, along with the
Thursday morning Bible study group, will host lunch for everyone.
We hope you and your family will plan to join us!
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GOD IS AT WORK WITH THE YOUNG CONGREGATION! FROM ADAM HAYDEN

S

omething really cool is happening at 10 a.m. here at PCW. We are
geTng a lot of kids parcipang during that hour. Over the past
several years we have tried a number of things to aMract young children. Nothing has worked very well except for what we oﬀered this fall.
Somehow God captured our creave aMenon and we divinely stumbled upon something new AND something old - but in a new way.
First, we oﬀered an African Dance Class. It was awesome. We had an
average of 13 kids parcipate every Sunday for ﬁve weeks and we had
a total of 22 kids parcipate overall. Of those 22 kids 11 of them had
never parcipated in anything here at PCW. These were not members.
These were families from the community who heard about the class
through a ﬂyer, a friend, or Facebook and decided it was valuable to
them. It was great. Kids were excited to learn the dances and they got
the chance to play some preMy cool drums, too. BeMer yet they heard
about Biblical principles through each dance step they learned. Parents
were also enthusiasc. They came and watched, some parcipated. A
few parents even bonded oﬀ to the side as their kids danced together.
Next, we put the word out about a children’s cherub choir. To be very
honest, I was a bit nervous that we would not get many parcipants
for this class. Sll, we put the word out through all the same channels
and methods. And wouldn’t you know, kids came out of the woodwork! We currently have 23 kids parcipang and 12 of those kids parcipated in the African Dance Class.
Something is brewing here!
PCW has done a children’s choir before - nothing new about that. However, we decided to promote it and the
African Dance Class as ﬁve-week ‘classes.’ There is a deﬁnive beginning and end to the classes. This doesn’t seem
like a big deal (and maybe it isn’t), however, I think people, especially parents, are more likely to sign up for something that has a beginning and an end. There is something comforng about that.
While the younger children are downstairs singing and dancing, the middle school students are up in the bell tower
exploring their faith with Bill Morley. Every Sunday at 10 a.m. they meet up there to talk about the Bible and their
faith. A small group like this is nothing new. However, most small groups don’t meet in bell towers! For some
reason this is just really cool and the kids love making that space their own.
So the Young Congregaon Team connues to listen and minister to the young people of the church and the
community as best we can. If you would like to join us or have any ideas to oﬀer please let us know!

HEALTH RHYTHMS DRUMMING GROUP THE HEALING SPACES

Y

ou’re invited to join us on six Thursdays, 7-8:30 pm beginning January 17th. This six week
drumming group ulizes a recreaonal music protocol to promote connecon, teamwork,
emoonal regulaon, stress management, immune system balance, and a sense of fulﬁllment. Seven research studies support the eﬀecveness of this six week protocol, including improvements at the genec level. And it’s a lot of fun! Designed for all levels of musical experience and abilies. Drums and other percussion instruments are available or you may bring your
own. Group size limited to 15.
Please contact Chrisne Graeter at TightropeBalance@gmail.com or 513-832-0686 to register.
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NOVEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

Susan VolleMe led Session in a devoon from Luke 11 - Jesus assures all of us that we are richly blessed.

•

Session approved holding a new member class in December and having a single service at 10 a.m. on
Sunday, December 9, followed by a luncheon.

•

Approved holding Communion on the ﬁrst Sunday of each month starng in January.

•

Approved calling the Annual Meeng of the Congregaon for Sunday, February 10, following a single
service of worship at 10 a.m.

•

Session agreed to provide 150 cans of soup to Valley Interfaith for the Christmas boxes.

•

Accepted Reverend Lisa Bernheisel’s request to resign eﬀecve December 12 and thanked her for her
caring and inspiring ministry with our congregaon.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES FROM RON STOERKER
OCTOBER 2018 SUMMARY

2018 Budget

Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

564,643

91.0%

421,175

424,584

Foundaon Support

33,000

5.5%

33,797

26,914

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

16,194

18,785

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

1,171

3,997

472,337

474,280

INCOME
Congregaonal Support

Total Income

618,643

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Operang (building & ulies)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: opera=ng
Transfer from Property Reserve
Net Gain

403,581

64%

317,197

357,554

16,860

3%

8,789

13,173

154,191

24%

149,131

120,601

58,000

9%

10,682

16,423

0

0

9,100

632,632

485,799

516,851

<13,989>

<13,462>

<42,571>

16,373
2,911

A

s we approach the end of the year Ron Stoerker would like to ask your help in facilitang the processing
of your gi>s to PCW. Thank you to all of you who have responded to our call for increasing or speeding up
your gi>s to PCW.
If your gi>s are in the form of checks, please make sure they arrive at PCW by December 26th as we will make a
ﬁnal deposit before year end. If your gi>s are in the form of stock transfer to PCW, please nofy Ron that this
will happen, as we have noced that not all investment companies nofy us about the transfer. It would be
helpful to know the stock involved and the number of shares. We will then nofy Merrill Lynch about that
transfer. When Merrill Lynch noﬁes us the shares have arrived, we sell them and the funds are deposited
into the Fi>h Third operang account. This enre process takes 5-7 days to complete. In order to facilitate this
process in an orderly manner, please iniate the transfer no later than Dec 10th.
If you need the account numbers to iniate the transfer, please contact Ron Stoerker at 821-8735, ex. 103 or
rstoerker@pcwyoming.org
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LADS AND LASSIES

O

n November 19th we had our Annual Thanksgiving
Potluck Dinner in The Great Room. We had about
200 people for an evening of good food, good company
and gratude!
Here is what is coming up this month:

December 6th we will have our Polar Express Santa Pancake
Breakfast complete with P.J.’s, hot chocolate, the Polar Express Story, and pancakes made to look like Santa himself!
For this event, the children will each bring a box of cereal to
be donated to Valley Interfaith Food and Clothing.
December 7th we will take the 4-5 year olds to visit Valley Interfaith Food and Clothing and deliver our cereal.
December 20th we will have our Christmas program in the Sanctuary.
Programs will be held at 9:30 and 1:00. All are welcome!

UPCOMING LIGHTHOUSE EVENTS - A CHANCE TO GIVE BACK DURING ADVENT

K

aren Dogget, who runs the two residenal homes for Lighthouse, once told our
group that “their enre job is to get these kids to trust adults again”. These are
good young people who have been ignored, betrayed and abandoned by the adults
in their lives. This month you have several chances to be a part of building back up
their trust in adults by just showing up and showing you care.
For 10 years we have decorated the boys’ YDC residence for Christmas and this year
we will begin that tradion with the girls’ home, New Beginnings. On Saturday,
Dec. 1st, we will decorate both of the homes for Christmas. We will go the girls’ home
from 10 am – noon and then decorate at the boys’ new home from 1-3 p.m. You are
welcome to join one or both of these events.
If you cannot make these events the other way to be involved is to donate gently used Christmas decoraons.
Another event is a day with the boys at Wright PaMerson Air Force Museum. On Saturday, December 8th,
from 9:30-3:30 will we travel to Dayton to share this excing museum with the boys.
If you can aMend any of the events or can donate Christmas decoraons, please contact Bill Morley
(morley_bill@hotmail.com).

GIFTS OF IMPERFECT PARENTING

T

he Gi>s of Imperfect Parenng monthly meeng will be held in the Founders’ Room on December 5th
from 6:30-8 p.m. Join us as we support one another, pracce praccal ways of loving parenng, and learn
from Brene Brown’s wisdom. Rev. Mary Laymon guides our discussions, which have been very helpful as we
seek to parent a new generaon of God’s people.
All are welcome!
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PCW STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS FROM THE PERSONNEL TEAML

D

uring this season of giving, the Personnel Team is once again requesng
that you consider making a Christmas gi> to the pastors and staﬀ at PCW.
We made this request for the ﬁrst me last year and the result was quite
remarkable, both from the amount given and from the sincere appreciaon
of the gi>s received. We are hoping for a similar response this year.
As you know, our staﬀ does not do what they do to get rich – they do it to try to make a diﬀerence for the
Kingdom of God. This has been a year of signiﬁcant change at PCW and each of our staﬀ has had to do much,
much more than what is stated on their job descripon. They have gone beyond what is expected and have
done so willingly.
While money is not a movator, it can demonstrate an appreciaon for the ministry that our church staﬀ
members do day by day – o>en in ways that most people do not see. Over the past several years, while we
have wanted to, our church budget has not allowed us to oﬀer our staﬀ any raises (or even cost of living increases) in our annual budget. This addional gi> at this me of year helps make up for what they do not receive on a monthly basis.
If you would like to oﬀer a gi> to the staﬀ this year, please give it to Ron Stoerker prior to December 18th.
Or simply drop a check in the collecon plate with a memo that it is for the staﬀ Christmas gi>. The gi>s will
be split equally among the staﬀ later in December.
If you are unable to oﬀer a ﬁnancial gi>, please consider other ways that you can share how you have
experienced Christ through the staﬀ team of PCW – send them a leMer of gratude or set up a me to share
in person your appreciaon. We are blessed with a wonderful group of women and men who serve on our
staﬀ team. Your support of this request will be deeply appreciated.

VALLEY CONCERTS

J

oin us for our Tradional Advent & Christmas concert on Sunday,
December 2nd, at 4 p.m.

Music of the season will be performed by soloists, choir, organ, and
piano. We will close with our annual singing of “Night of Silence” by
Daniel Kantor.
Bring your friends for this lovely event.

CONNIE’S CORNER FROM CONNIE GOLDEN

A

n organist lives in a most curious world! Adjustments abound, and compromise is an organic enty
within that world. What a pleasure and joy for this organist to keep discovering the boundless energy,
steadfast commitment, creave problem-solving, and joy that pervades the peoples’ spirits of The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming. My most hearPelt thanks to those persons (and you know who you are) with whom
I am working to complete a necessary task for future organists at PCW. There are architects, clergy,
co-workers, supervisors, and friends of this project who politely go about their work on this project with
liMle thanks. THANK YOU from the boMom of my heart. I cannot complete the task without YOU!!!
And, in the words of one of America’s most recognized hymn text writers of the 21st century, Thomas
Troeger: We are not free when we’re conﬁned to every wish that sweeps the mind, but free when freely
we accept the sacred bounds that must be kept.

7

Presbyterian Church of Wyoming

Non-Proﬁt Organizaon
US POSTAGE PAID
CINCINNATI, OH
Permit No. 4403

225 Wyoming Avenue . Cincinna# OH 45215
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF PCW?

I

f you feel called to explore membership at PCW, you are invited to join in a special membership class. We
will reﬂect on our faith, answer quesons about what it means to be Presbyterian and more. We will meet
on Sunday, Dec. 16th from 4-6.30 p.m. That will include a light dinner (free of charge), and child care will be
available. Please register by calling 513-821-8735 ex. 106 or email Pastor Bob at boba@pcwyoming.org

PCW DECEMBER EVENTS
Dec. 1

Lighthouse Christmas decorang - 10 a.m.

Dec. 2

First Sunday of Advent
Valley Concert, Christmas and Advent - 4 p.m.

Dec. 5

Sharing Tree wrapped gi>s due to PCW
Gi>s of Imperfect Parenng - 6:30 p.m., Founders’ Room

Dec. 9

Second Sunday of Advent - Single 10 a.m. Communion Service with
Children’s Cherub Choir, goodbye to Pastor Lisa, lunch served a>erwards, Great Roo

Dec. 11

Labyrinth walk, Great Room at 7 p.m.

Dec. 16

Third Sunday of Advent
New Members Class - 4 p.m.

Dec. 17-20

Drive Thru Prayer - 7-9 p.m., Circle Drive in Front of the Church

Dec. 23

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Single Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Services
5:30 p.m. - Family Candlelight Service in the Great Room
11 p.m. - Candlelight Service in the Sanctuary

Dec 25 - Jan 1

PCW Oﬃces Closed

Dec. 30

Single Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary

Please visit pcwyoming.org
for a full calendar of events.

