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FAMILY-FRIENDLY PCW EVENTS FROM ADAM HAYDEN
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Pastor Bob
“Looking
Forward”

o you like snakes? How about creeks? The forest? Large grassy areas to run around and
play in? Well, a group of folks who love all that stuff came together last month at French
Park. We took a hike by the creek, threw sporting balls around, and ate some great picnic food.
It was a good time being together, even when my daughter fell into the creek! It scared her a
bit and bruised her hip, but after about 5 seconds she was right back in the water scurrying
around!

3

Pastor Lisa
“Interim
Update”

This outing was part of the Young Congregation Team’s push to provide family-friendly activities every month. The team, which includes Adrienne Palermo, Bill Morley, Bethany Baar, Sarah
Williams, and Kevin Lawson, is focused on providing opportunities for growth and fellowship.
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Basketball
PCW Events

Last month we hosted the Imani Milele Children’s Choir. This group of children from Uganda
came to PCW for a night of lively music, fun, and fellowship. Those who came were
inspired by the children’s faith and non-stop energy! The children challenged us to live life
to the fullest and never take it for granted.
The next opportunity to connect comes this month! We will offer several events during the
week of September 16th for our second annual Family Week. Designed to meet the needs of
a busy community, we will offer different events that week including a parents’ un-conference,
family dinner, family lock-in, and an ice cream social!! More details to come.

LOOKING FORWARD FROM PASTOR BOB ANDERSON
“If people can’t see what God is doing,
they stumble all over themselves;
But when they attend to what he reveals,
they are most blessed”.
Proverbs 29:18 (The Message)

T

his edition of Crossroads finds us looking to the fall with thoughts of worship, education, youth ministry
and mission to our community and world. As we gradually leave the summer season behind, I am grateful
for your welcome to me and Susan, your friendship, your stories and your participation in worship. Thanks to
you all!
In the PCW congregation I’m discovering a deep sense of a community whose relationships are important.
Your desire to grow in Christ Jesus flows from your words, worship and service. PCW is hospitable and careful
to be intentional and thoughtful. Certainly, as with all of life, our congregational character shakes from the
forces of change that buffet us. In those times God calls out to us as a refuge and shelter – read Psalm 46 for
that encouragement. Susan and I look forward being part of your life during the months to come.
Proverbs 29:18 reminds us that we must look to see what God is
doing so that we will know God’s blessing. To create the atmosphere for God’s revelation we will begin our
pastoral search time with a season of “soul-searching before pastor-searching”. And that means some time
out to look into our hearts to hear what God is saying about our congregation, God’s future and a new pastoral leader.
Yes, this will be another study, survey and report. Those reports from recent years will help inform “our soulsearching” as we look to the future. Soul-searching before pastor searching helps to put us in the place of
most potential for God to accomplish holy purposes at PCW.
Sometimes this process is called a “mission study” or a “vision study”. In any event the information gathering
must do a few things: 1) Who are we now? 2) What is our purpose? 3) What kind of people does God call us to
be in this season? 4) What is God’s dream for our congregation?
We will have times of conversation. We will complete a survey and seek God in times of special prayer for
discernment. When our study is complete, we will create a report, an executive summary and a strategic plan
for the next few years (designed to interface with the new pastor’s leadership). And we will celebrate by
electing a Pastoral Nominating Committee. They will use the information to craft narratives that the pastoral
candidate will prayerfully read.
Session will move this project forward in the weeks to come, and you will be updated regularly in Crossroads,
Facebook, the PCW website, Sunday bulletin and announcements. Let’s look forward to God’s revelation “If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; but when they attend to what he
reveals, they are most blessed”. Proverbs 29:18 (The Message)
Grace and Peace,
Dr. Bob Anderson,
Interim Pastor

P

lease wish our long-time PCW
member Margaret Orendorff
a happy 100th birthday this
month!

UPDATE ON INTERIM ASSOCIATE PASTOR ROLE FROM PASTOR LISAA

O

ften times during my morning devotions after reading scripture, I turn
to John McQuiston’s small book Always We Begin Again. I love to read
his “Each Day” reflection. I have shared it from time to time with Bible Studies and our Deacons, because it speaks so clearly about how we are called to
live this life encouraging one another and celebrating the unique giftedness
of each person. I believe this is an extension of Christ’s invitation to live fully
the abundant life he offers. On pages 19-20 McQuiston writes:
When we rise from sleep let us rise for the joy of the true Work that we will be about on this day, and
considerably cheer one another on. Life will always provide matters for concern. Each day, however, brings
with it reasons for joy. Every day carries the potential to bring the experience of heaven; have the courage
to expect good from it. Be gentle with this life and use the light of life to live fully in your time.
How is God inviting you to live fully in your time? In what ways are you considerably cheering one another on?
Do you expect good from each day? These are interesting questions to ponder as we consider the month
ahead.
One way I seek to live fully in my time is by refocusing my time with you at PCW. Over the summer PCW’s
Session asked me to continue on for another year in ministry with you as the Interim Associate Pastor. After
prayerful discernment I heard the Holy Spirit’s affirmation and said yes to the covenant extension. On August
7, 2018, the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry approved the continuation of our covenant agreement.
Through this prayerful discernment and the church’s affirmation I will continue to be your Interim Associate
Pastor for another year, from September, 2018, until September, 2019.
With Pastor Bob’s arrival we are together planning and shaping how to focus my time and the unique gifts
God has given to me with the congregation. You may notice a shift. Beginning this month, we are reducing
my hours back to those on our covenant, part-time 20-24 hours a week. After Pastor Ed resigned, Session
increased my hours to help in the time of transition. Now that Pastor Bob is here, I can go back to the orignial
covenant hours.
A few nuts and bolts: I plan to work on Sunday mornings, Tuesdays, and Thursdays (generally). In addition I
will be available for evening meetings and as needs arise. A few hours of work each week are done from
home, not in the time listed above, as I send emails, prepare sermons, research Bible studies, and answer
phone calls.
You may also notice that I will not be participating as much in weekly worship, as I will be intentionally training and equipping leaders to read scripture, usher, and help lead prayers. Part of my role will be in teaching
and encouraging each person to use his or her gifts in the church or community. I will continue to offer pastoral care and work with the Deacons on vistiation and caring ministries of hospitality.
I am excited about this “beginning again” and look forward to the times when we can find joy in serving the
risen Lord together. As we move forward, remember the encouragmenet of McQuiston, “be gentle with this
life and use the light of life to live fully in your time.”
Peace to all,
Pastor Lisa
THANK YOU
A big thank you to Greg Maupin for donating his time and
professional services to cut PCW’s lawn every week, free
of charge, while our Bob Feeback (his father-in-law) is ill.
We appreciate this offering of love and support!
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A MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP

W

hat a kind and generous church body we have! Recently we appealed to
you to help with a worse-than-usual cash flow situation. We always run
short on cash during the summer and early fall because so many give their total
pledge at year end. While there is nothing wrong with this method of giving, it
sometimes leaves us cash-poor this time of year. This year we are tighter than usual for a number of reasons,
requiring us to take a short-term loan from the PCW Foundation to see us through these lean months. Well, we
are happy to report that a number of you answered the appeal by pre-paying your 2019 pledge, completing your
2018 pledge early, or giving an extra gift. These speedy and generous responses have allowed us to pay back the
loan almost as soon as we received it! Your gifts have gone a long way toward helping us through the summer
"lean" months.
We look forward to your continued generous financial support as we seek to balance our budget this year. We
look forward to our fall ministry season with excitement. Your continued generosity will bring glory to God and
help make PCW's spiritual impact a valued resource in our community.
Thank God and thank you!

DISCOVERING WHOLENESS - A LABYRINTH WALK

P

lease join us on Tuesday, September 11, 2018, at 7 p.m., in the Great
Room for a labyrinth walk.

On a date that reminds us of the world’s brokenness, we invite you to join
us as we come together for a facilitated Labyrinth Walk for Wholeness.
Author Rachel Naomi Remen writes “We draw from all of our experiences.
Our limitations serve, our wounds serve, even our darkness can serve. The
wholeness in us serves the wholeness in others and the wholeness in life.”
Life is holy and sacred. We are whole as we are created in the image of the
divine even as this world and we are broken. Join us as we discover wholeness by gathering some of the broken
pieces of our lives and embrace the wholeness of our soul.
Pastor Lisa and Mar Feder, one of The Healing Space practitioners, will guide us through the Labyrinth experience. No need to RSVP, simply come and join us. The Labyrinth will be available for individual walking Tuesday
through Friday morning that week.
Please bring or wear socks as shoes or bare feet are not permitted on the labyrinth.
Also, mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 11, 2018, at 7 p.m. as we bring back the Labyrinth for a Walk
for Hopeful Expectation as we anticipate the holidays and New Year.

THE LIGHTHOUSE BOYS FROM RICH UHLEL

T

he Lighthouse Boys worked out with the Cincinnati Wolfhounds Rugby
team. They got instruction and mentoring from the Wolfhound players
and coaches. This is the fourth year for Lighthouse Rugby, and they came
out six times this year, followed by the traditional trip to Dairy Queen.
All was supported by PCW members and mission giving. Thank, you PCW!
FOLLOW, TAG, POST & CHECK IN
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pcwyoming/
INSTAGRAM: pcwyoming
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IAUGUST SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN


Session approved hiring “Holy Cow”, a consulting firm, to assist a small group of members charged with
listening to our congregation and developing a vision, a Mission Study for PCW.



Session celebrated the Committee on Ministry decision to approve a third year contract for Reverend
Bernheisel and thanked Reverend Bernheisel for all her spirit-filled ministry in our church.



“Be the Church”, our annual Sunday to go out in mission in our community, will be held on Sunday, November
4th. Cheryl Albrecht, chair of Missions, encouraged us to celebrate all the good work our members do as volunteers in our community.



Session accepted an anonymous gift to refurbish the Pastor’s study and approved a motion to re-coat the
parking lot using funds from the Property Reserve.



Finance encouraged all teams to submit their estimated expenses for the 2019 budget and announced that
our members are truly generous. Cash flow has improved, thanks to responses for pledges to be paid early.



A Listing of all committee/team leaders of Session will be posted in the Gathering Area.



Session voted to accept a gift from the children of Betty Anderson of a Conn organ to be placed in the
Great Room.

DEACONS l

S

ervant ministry at PCW is active and engaged in hospitality for the congregation by ushering, caring for the sick, visiting the shut-ins, and sending
cards. Please see Pastor Lisa or moderator of the Deacons, John Stickney, if
you would like a visit from our PCW Deacons. We are also excited to have a
large class of Youth Deacons. Five Youth Deacons have joined the board this
year. We look forward to their energy and how God will call us all to serve.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES
JULY 2018 SUMMARY
INCOME
Congregational Support

2018 Budget

Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

564,643

91.0%

287,527

295,720

Foundation Support

33,000

5.5%

0

0

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

5,057

12,936

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

847

2,412

293,431

311,068

Total Income

618,643

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Benefits
Ministry Areas
Operating (building & utilities)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: operating
Transfer from Property Reserve
Net Loss

403,581

64%

221,573

250,685

16,860

3%

5,132

6,480

154,191

24%

92,158

82,064

58,000

9%

7,437

12,282

0

0

6,400

632,632

326,301

357,911

<13,989>

<32,870>

<46,843>

12,413
<20,457>
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PCW WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT L

N

eed some rest for the soul? With all that was unfolding with
Jesus and the apostles, we hear Jesus’ invitation to slow down and
get away from time to time. From Mark 6:30-32,“The apostles gathered
around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to
them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a
while.’ For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure
even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by
themselves.

Join us for a weekend retreat in Michigan, October 12-14th. Come away to a quiet place to be with God and
spend some sacred time with your sisters in Christ. Together we will listen for the Spirit’s guidance in our
lives, dive deep into the Bible, enjoy fellowship time, and have quiet moments of solitude for rest and
renewal. We will be using the book recommended by Elder Adrienne Palermo, written by John Ortberg, The
Life You’ve Always Wanted for some practical exercises. The Scripture that will ground our time together is
Mark 6.
Please register for the retreat in the Gathering Area or email Pastor Lisa at lisab@pcwyoming.org. The cost
of the retreat is $125 for Friday 6 p.m. through Sunday 12 p.m. If you are interested in learning a wonderful
technique to help listen with your body, mind, and spirit, join us on Thursday evening for BodyTalk Access
and on Friday (additional fee TBD). Space is limited to 20. For more information please visit
www.bodytalksystem.com/ and type in “Access”. Please indicate if you would like to carpool. You will receive a copy of The Life You’ve Always Wanted when you register. Christi Graeter is the gracious hostess for
this event and has invited us to her family cottage in Spring Lake. We hope that you will join us! This will be a
time to reflect on how we are guided by the Spirit into new paths or back to old ones to learn and grow
deeper in relationship with God and have compassion for each other.
This Retreat will also be a kickoff for a Women’s Bible Study/Book Club that will meet October through Christmas on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. at Adrienne Palermo’s home and potentially on Sunday mornings. We will
be using the book The Life You’ve Always Wanted for the fall Bible Study/Book Club along with Scripture
readings. See Adrienne if you are interested in learning more about this weekly gathering.

THE GIFTS OF IMPERFECT PARENTING L

J

oin us for a four-week series centered on Brené Brown’s book “The Gifts of
Imperfection”, Wednesdays, Oct. 3-24, 6:30-8:00 p.m. Rev. Mary Laymon will
guide parents and child caregivers in reflections and small groups. Learn parenting
tips, encourage each other, and find strength as we parent this new generation of
God’s people.
Childcare will be available, please register your child with Pastor Lisa so we know
how many will attend.
Please contact Lisa Bernheisel at lisab@pcwyoming.org or 513-821-8735, ext. 105. Pre-registration is appreciated but not required.
Donations to The Healing Space of Cincinnati or The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming are gratefully accepted.
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GROWING ORGANICALLY: A COMMUNITY OUTREACH SERIESO

P

CW is grateful to once again co-sponsor this community outreach series with The
Healing Space and Apex Chiropractic. Growing Organically is designed to invite the
community of Greater Cincinnati into a variety of opportunities for transformation. All
programs are offered on a donation basis to make participation easier.
These are great opportunities to explore new approaches, have fun, build relationships
and invite friends:
th
Sept. 11 , 7 p.m. - Labyrinth Walk: Discovering Wholeness
Sept. 22nd & 29th, 9-10:30 a.m. - Kundalini Yoga Outreach
Sept. 26th, 7-9 p.m. - Resonance of Connection
Oct. 1st-29th (5 Mondays), 7-9 p.m. - BodyTalk Brain Balancing
Oct. 3rd-24th (4 Wednesdays), 6:30-8 p.m. - Gifts of Imperfect Parenting
Oct. 18th, 7:30-8:30 p.m. - Renewing the Aging Brain
Dec. 11th, 7p.m. - Labyrinth Walk
For more information please contact Lisa Bernheisel at lisab@pcwyoming.org or 513-821-8735, ext. 105 or
Christine Graeter at TightropeBalance@gmail.com or 513-832-0686.

THE INSPIRATION FOR CREATING THE HEALING SPACEL

T

he vision for creating a Healing Space emerged through many ideas offered by
many people. Rev. Amy Snow introduced the value of “sanctuary”, and Rev. Ed
Goode suggested establishing a holistic healing practice in the Manse.
Fifteen holistic healers toured the Manse and shared their perceptions of its
potential for transformation into a Healing Space.
We searched the web for benchmarks. Our goal was to identify an organization that: (1) dedicated a building to holistic healing, (2) used space as the primary healing modality, (3) embraced the spiritual dimension
of holistic healing, and (4) used an interdisciplinary team to offer diverse services. But we didn’t find any
benchmark organizations.
So we set out on a journey to explore the possibilities. A pivotal transition developed when a church member
expressed interest in creating an endowment dedicated to repurposing the Manse for use as a place dedicated to serving the common good. The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming requested proposals.
Our first task was to create an Advisory Board. Five church members worked for 3 years to develop the
vision. Another “key player” was Rod Sidley, who took the lead as both our architect and church president.
The rest is history, involving many other key players who volunteered their specialized skills in areas such as
law, accounting and insurance.
Preliminary strategic planning for creating The Healing Space of Cincinnati was welcomed with unanimous
support by both the church’s governing board and the City Council of Wyoming. We negotiated a period of
one year to recruit practitioners and develop programming. But a greater power had different plans.
The Healing Space’s vision and mission attracted a diverse team of exceptionally well trained and experienced
holistic practitioners. Without active recruiting the practitioner team filled and started working collaboratively 2 months before remodeling was complete. There has been a waiting list for additional practitioners interested in volunteering at The Healing Space for its entire operation.
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A NEW BASKETBALL GOAL!L

Y

ou have probably noticed by now, we have a basketball goal in our parking lot!
We would like to send a huge shout out and say (with extra-loud and joyful voices)
THANK YOU TO CHILLER & THE MEN’S GROUP!!! They made the goal happen. Now we get
to enjoy it. In July we started the MBA (Mediocre Basketball Association). We had two
meetings over the summer and will be back every single Thursday afternoon 3:30-4:30 p.m.
in September.
Join the MBA today if you think you’ve got what it takes to be mediocre!
To register, contact Adam Hayden at 812-430-4464 or ahayden@pcwyoming.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - PCW EVENTSL
Sept. 2nd
Sept. 3rd
Sept. 4th

Visit pcwyoming.org for a
complete calendar of events.

Sept. 9th
Sept. 10th
Sept. 11th
Sept. 16th
Sept. 17th
Sept. 17th
Sept. 19th
Sept. 21th
Sept. 23rd
Sept. 23rd
Sept. 24nd
Sept. 30th

The Nights! Youth Group, Sardines Night, 7 p.m.
Labor Day - Building Closed
Finance Meeting, Library at 7 p.m.
Worship Committee, Parlor at 7 p.m.
The Nights! Youth Group, Life-Size Candyland Night, 7 p.m.
Session, Founders’ Room at 7 p.m.
Labyrinth Walk, Great Room at 7 p.m.
The Nights! Youth Group, Storytelling Night, 7 p.m.
Deacons Board, Parlor at 7 p.m.
Parents’ UN-Conference, Great Room at 8 p.m.
Family Dinner, 6 p.m. Great Room at 6 p.m.
Family Lock-In, begins at 6 p.m.
Ice Cream Social, Front Lawn of Healing Space at 1 p.m.
The Nights! Youth Group, Card Game Night
Mission Meeting, Founders’ Room at 7 p.m.
The Nights! Youth Group, Mystery Night

