July/August HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO COSTA RICA FROM BILL MORLEY
2018
nother great year for the High School youth group culminated in a fantasc trip to work
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A

with the Bribri people of southeastern Costa Rica. We had prepared ourselves with
meengs at home about human dignity and building others up as well as poverty simulaon
to be!er understand the lives of people living with less, but there were sll lots of surprises
and discoveries on the trip.
A#er two days of travel, including long layovers and a seven-hour bus ride, we arrived in the
jungle, clearly a long way from home and the life we knew. We stayed at the church compound in Shiroles as the guest of the Pastor Indalecio, lead builder Victor, and lead cook Sara,
as well as several of the local members of the community who connue to dedicate their lives
in service to the people of Shiroles. For a week we worked with these wonderful people to do
some great building, worked on our Spanish, and built relaonships with our new Costa Rican
friends. Along the way we got to know each other at a much deeper level, ba!led some sickness together, and had more fun than we could have imagined.
The week was an adventure of discovery and learning for our kids. We focused on discovery
of God’s world outside of our own, which forces us to take oﬀ our ‘lens’ of how we see the
world. We discovered the beauty of people who are diﬀerent from us as we took me to look
beyond ourselves. We humbled ourselves and took risks to discover the joy of true service.
Finally, we took me to discuss hard quesons about ourselves and to let go of the issues that
stop us from discovering who we really are and whom God created us to be.
The power of these events in our young people’s lives cannot be overstated and are best
expressed by the kids themselves. Below are excerpts from several of the thank you notes
wri!en to our sponsors. Thanks again to all of you who supported us and made this trip
possible.
“I made so many friends on this trip. Here I ﬁnally found God.
I found God in the stories, the work, the friendships and the community.” – Max Lackey
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HELLO FROM PASTOR BOB ANDERSON

I

t’s a joy to be part of the PCW family – God’s call becomes clear as the people of God
discern as one body. In recognion of that beauful reality, I am grateful to the Interim Pastor Search Team, the Session and Cincinna Presbytery for bringing us together.

My spouse Susan and I a!ended worship on June 17 and had a wonderful me sharing in
worship and ge:ng to know new friends. Celebrang the Youth’s mission trip was an
inspiring moment, as well as meeng the three new Youth Deacons! Pastor Lisa is a warm and gracious leader
and she made this day of introducon a me of blessing.
As a personal note, Susan and I live at the Mt. Pleasant Rerement Community in Monroe (Ohio Living: Mt.
Pleasant). We have ﬁve children spread about the country, 12 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild. We love
our home and community and enjoy being in ministry together.
It’s been my joy to serve God in congregaons who are “in between” pastors. I’ve served about 14 congregaons as Interim Pastor and two Presbyteries as interim leader. For many years I taught in our Presbyterian
Church Interim Ministry Educaon program at various sites around the country, including Pi!sburgh Theological Seminary’s Connuing Educaon program.
I’m grateful for my good friend, Rev. Chris Torrey, and his good leadership as the “bridge interim”. He has set
the stage for a me of “transion”- moving from this point to the me of calling a new installed pastor. Our
me together will be one of “soul searching before pastor searching”. We will study, research, learn and pray
together, asking the Holy Spirit to prepare us for the new season that is upon us.
In the weeks ahead we will be looking at the topic of “transions” using some biblical examples in the Bible.
On June 24, we examined our “faith expectaons”. On July 8th we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper
together and then begin a ﬁve week look at how God’s people have dealt with change in leadership.
We can learn a lot from our faith forebears!

Grace and Peace, Rev. Dr. Bob Anderson

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO COSTA RICA (CONTINUED)
“I have grown more conﬁdent and met so many amazing people like the children of Shiroles and Victor,
an incredibly selﬂess member of the community. This trip has taught me the importance of being grateful.”
– Sophie Walton
“I strengthened so many relaonships and learned to treat every person I meet with kindness.” – Ellie Marty
“We met so many amazing people and they changed my life…
Their passion and love of God was so inspiring and something I’ll never forget.” - Lucy Spera
“We worked alongside of people as young as 18 and as old as 69… They supported each other when the work
got hard and connued to laugh throughout the whole experience. These traits I saw during the week were
inspiring and taught me that no barriers can stop God’s love from passing from person to person.” - Drew Volle!e
“I know the things I’ve learned about love and its abundancy will be with me for the rest of my life.” - Katy Vanatsky
“Without your sponsorship none of this would have been possible. I would never have go!en to experience
the best, most inﬂuenal trip of my life, so for that I am very grateful.” - Audrey Hatcher
“I learned so much about myself and what is truly important to me in this life. I am so inspired from
this experience to walk in the way of love, in the way of the Lord.” - Sarah Schaefer
“One highlight was learning to mix concrete. I learned about hard work.” - Jacob Cooley

GIVE FROM PASTOR LISAA

I

n these changing economic mes and with transions in the church, there is great temptaon to hold back giving and refrain from generosity. At PCW we are blessed to have grateful
givers who seek to connue the mission and ministry of the church. I am constantly amazed at
the church’s gracious response to the needs that arise, whether they be for general giving, supporng the Youth Mission Trips, coming out to assemble power-packs, or supporng missionaries, among other ministries.

When you are unable to give ﬁnancially as much as you feel called to share, you give out of your me and
your talents for God’s glory. Thank you. Thank you for the many ways that you give in response to God’s grace
in your life. We seek to be good stewards of the gi#s that God has given to us as we listen to God’s hope for
the congregaon’s future, growing in Christ and serving our neighbors.
As we venture out from the walls of the church and see the poverty around us, how are we called to respond
as Chrisans? What are we called to do as the people of God? Jim Wallis’ book, God’s Polics: Why the Right
Gets it Wrong and the Le Doesn’t Get it includes a chapter on poverty. Wallis highlighted the phrase that is
most repeated by people when they remember what Jesus said about the poor. Overwhelmingly, people
remember Jesus’ statement that the poor will always be with us. O#en mes, we accept that as a reality and
we shrug our shoulders and turn inward.
Wallis oﬀers an alternave interpretaon of Jesus’ statement. He
reads that statement as a command from Christ for Chrisans to
make it a point to choose to be among the poor. There will be poor
always because that’s where Jesus’ followers choose to dwell. Wallis contends that is where Christ spent his ministry, among the poor,
among the outcasts of society, the sick, the hungry, those in need. As
Christ’s followers we are called to connue his ministry in the world,
his ministry among the poor. PCW has a rich history of life among the
poor as shown by responding to needs, and from this church grew the Valley Interfaith Community Resource
Center located in Lockland.
Ma!hew 25 teaches us that whenever we do or fail to do something to a neighbor in need, we are actually
doing it or failing to do it to Christ himself. Ma!hew 25 is God’s invitaon to congregaons to be acve in the
community, responding to the needs of the poor. When we see someone in need, oﬀer a prayer that that
person is safe, provided for, and protected. If you are moved to respond in some way, volunteer at Valley
Interfaith or donate to the cause. Be prayerful about how the Holy Spirit opens our hearts to others to be
present to those in need. Indeed, somemes we are the ones oﬀering the care, other mes we may be those
who are receiving the generosity of others.
As the congregaon discerns God’s future, we are prayerful for our ministry in Wyoming and beyond. Join us
in prayer to discern the congregaon’s gi#s and the world’s needs. Where the two intersect is where we are
called to be engaged in ministry. Now we are listening for God’s invitaon.
In uncertain mes it is easy to turn inward and take care of ourselves. And yet the Gospel’s invitaon is for us
to look outward, connue to share what God has given to us, and to trust that God will provide. We are hopeful in the midst of all the fear that God will give us the ability to respond to the needs of our congregaon and
our community. Thank you for your partnership in ministry.
In Christ,
Pastor Lisa
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A MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP
Dear PCW Family & Friends,
We are wring today to keep you informed with our current Record
of Stewardship Pledges and Giving through May 2018.
First and foremost we would like to thank you again for your faithful giving.
Of the 113 conﬁrmed pledges to date, 50 PCW members/families (44%) have maintained their pledge levels
from last year, while 45 PCW members/families (40%) have increased their pledges, raising our annual average
pledge to $4,033 per PCW member/family, or an 8% increase in average giving! This is such a beauful expression of love and worship of God and care for our PCW community and ministries. Thank you for stepping-out
in faith and making such a diﬀerence! Thank you for Being the Church!
However, we would be remiss if we did not recognize our current gap between our operang budget and congregaonal pledges/giving. Pledges received for 2018 are $109,150/19.32% lower than pledges received in
2017. Year-to-date, through May, our receipts from pledges and unpledged contribuons are running 14.15%
behind last year. As a result, and pending actual receipts, we are heading for a shorUall in our budget this year
in the range of $50,000-90,000).
For those PCW members and friends who have not pledged for 2018, or cut their pledge in 2018, we would ask
you to prayerfully ask our heavenly father for wisdom and guidance concerning your parcipaon. If you have
quesons about past/present decisions and/or future direcon of PCW, the PCW Session would welcome the
feedback and would be happy to meet with you at your earliest convenience.
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generaons, for ever and ever!
Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21
Yours in Christ,

Stewardship Chair

Finance Chair

Clerk of Session

KEENAGERSL

T

he Keenagers will begin meeng again in September. We are taking the summer to plan more events and
oungs for the year. Please see Pastor Lisa if you have ideas for future events. Have a blessed Summer!

THE HEALING SPACE

D

id you know The Healing Space oﬀers Hypnotherapy?

Hypnotherapy is based upon the technique of hypnosis, a deeply relaxed state of the conscious mind and body. Hypnosis results in a heightened awareness where the subconscious
mind remains awake and recepve to suggeson.

When something happens to you, it is likely that you will remember the event and learn a
parcular behavior in response to what happened. When these reacons are unhealthy, hypnotherapy may be
used to modify your behavior.
For more informaon: 513-832-0686 h!p://thehealingspacecincinna.org/hypnotherapy/
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JUNE SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

Session met jointly with the Deacons and welcomed Rev. Bob Anderson as Interim Head of Staﬀ.

•

Rev. Anderson led us in prayer and a devoon from Psalm 103-Blessings from God.

•

Session approved a recommendaon from Personnel to extend PCW’s contract with Rev. Bernheisel
through September 2019. It requires Commi!ee on Ministry and Evangelical Lutheran approval as well.

•

Approved sending a le!er to the congregaon to report on stewardship.

•

Approved the purchase of a computer for Rev. Anderson, the purchase of supplies for the ReadingLockland PC summer program for youth and a small donaon to the Youth Mission, West Virginia book
project.

•

Adrienne Palermo reported on plans to expand acvies for women of the church and their guests.

DEACONS

P

CW’s Core Care Team, a subgroup of the Deacons, are available to
come and visit the sick, those in need, those who would appreciate a
visit. Please see Moderator of the Deacons, John Sckney, or Pastor Lisa if
you would like to be connected with a Core Care Team Member.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES
Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

564,643

91.0%

203,163

236,627

Foundaon Support

33,000

5.5%

0

0

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

2,565

10,203

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

641

756

206,369

247,586

MAY 2018 SUMMARY

2018 Budget

INCOME
Congregaonal Support

Total Income

618,643

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Operang (building & ulies)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: opera?ng

403,581

64%

161,346

185,427

16,860

3%

4,015

5,073

154,191

24%

68,005

50,377

58,000

9%

4,722

5,365

0

0

4,600

632,632

238,088

250,842

<13,989>

<31,719>

<3,256>

FOLLOW, TAG, POST & CHECK IN
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pcwyoming/
INSTAGRAM: pcwyoming
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PCW MISSION FROM CHERYL ALBRECHT
THANK YOU FOR THE HELP!
On June 2nd 30-plus volunteers packed 1,300 Power Packs in front of
PCW in the summer sun! These Power Packs will be available to help
feed families and children this summer through the Valley Interfaith
Community Resource Center. Power Packs consist of about 15 food
items packed into gallon ZipLoc bags, which are easy to store, hand
out, and which include easy-to-eat food for children. PCW is working
with area churches to create new Mission opportunies to help our
neighboring communies. Thanks to all who came out to help and
especially to Kevin Helser and Bill Morley for the coordinaon of this
highly successful event!
SUMMER MISSION OPPORTUNITY
Please consider donang some me to help out the Summer Program at Reading-Lockland Presbyterian
Church. This program will serve 80-125 youth, ages 3-18 years old. This eight-week program runs
through August 3rd, Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. The program will provide free breakfast and lunch
each day along with classes in wring, reading, math, art and gym with teachers from the Cincinna Public
Schools.
Possible ways to serve include:
1. Monitoring the entrance - 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
2. Breakfast set-up - 7:45am-8:45am
3. Sign in students - 7:30am-9am
4. Helping with lunch set-up - 11:45am-12:45pm
5. Hanging out with the kids at lunch - 11:45 a.m.-12:45 p,m,
6. Helping in classes and during class changes - 9:40am-11:50am
7. Sign out students - 12:45pm-1:30pm
You can just show up! No need to schedule ahead. Contact the program director, Tyrone Wilson, if you have
quesons. 513.628.7835
Supplies needed:
Student Supplies: Crayons, Copy/Drawing Paper, Pencils, Spiral Notebooks, Composion Books, Coloring Pencils, Markers, Folders w/ pockets, Pre-school snacks & juice, Large Easel Paper Pads
Cleaning Supplies: Paper Towels, Disinfecng Wipes, Hand Sanizer, Body Fluid Cleaning Kits, Cleaning Towels, Disposable Vinyl Gloves
Recrea?on Supplies: Jump Ropes, Air Pump, Volleyball Set
Please drop supplies oﬀ at R-L Presbyterian Church. Any help is appreciated!
BACK 2 SCHOOL PROGRAM NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Last year the Back 2 School Program served 1,219 students with needed school supplies. This year Valley Interfaith is planning to serve 1,300 students. Help make this program a success by contribung school supplies to
be handed out the week of Monday, August 6th-10th.
PCW is being asked to provide 175 1' binders and 300 2 pocket folders. The PCW Mission Team will have a
box in the Gathering Area for the binders and folders. Please consider contribu?ng! We will be delivering
PCW's contribuon no later than Monday, July 23rd. Thank you for partnering with the Mission Team to
"Serve our Neighbors in need"!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING TRIP FROM ADAM HAYDEN

T

he middle school youth, represenng three diﬀerent churches (two Presbyterian and one United Methodist) traveled to two states, four cies, and visited two churches, a Masjid, a Hindu temple, a Jewish
temple, The Center for Civil & Human Rights, The World of Coca Cola, The King Center, The
Naonal Memorial for Peace & Jusce, The Edmund Pe!us Bridge, a Rosenwald School, and a splash park.
Whew! Are you red and/or inspired from just reading all those places? We felt a li!le of both. We had
a great me, learned a lot, and came back to Cincinna inspired. Thanks to all who provided prayer,
resources, and SNACKS to help us on our journey. You are a big reason we are able to go out every year
and explore what God is up to in other parts of the world.

COMING THIS FALL!L

“

The Gi#s of Imperfect Parenng”: A four-week fall series centered on Brené
Brown’s book "The Gi#s of Imperfecon.” Rev. Mary Laymon will guide parents
and child caregivers in reﬂecons and small groups to learn parenng ps, encourage
each other, and ﬁnd strength as we parent this new generaon of God’s people.
Please join us for four Wednesdays, October 3-24, from 6:30-8 p.m. More details
will follow. Please see Pastor Lisa if you have any quesons.

CONNIE’S CORNER FROM CONNIE GOLDEN

O

n Sunday, May 20 at 4 p.m., I debuted on PCW television. Yes, with a great assist from Tom Haines’s and
Bill Seale’s bold new idea, my ﬁngers and feet went ﬂying before a good number of folks gathered to experience a PCW organ concert as observers and listeners. Thank you both, for your faithfulness and experse!
The DVD features my every entrance and exit of the organ console and bench. From my ﬁrst step into this
area on August 20, 2017 unl present day, I have been safe-guarded by angels unaware. A few folks have dared
follow in my size 5 footsteps to set-themselves-down and hoist-themselves-rightly again concerning the organ
bench and area; Bill Cooley, for example. Be brave, be bold, and come visit me at the organ console, daring to
try your good fortune in ge:ng into and out of the area. It will be fun and good exercise!
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Please note: There will be no Crossroads newsle!er in August. The next edion will be mailed at the beginning of September. Have a great summer!

PCW SESSION LEADERSHIP 2018-2019
Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson, Moderator
Elder Cheryl Albrecht
Elder Shelly Helser
Elder Kristen Hurd
Elder Kevin Lawson
Elder Leslie Mowry
Elder Ken Popham
Elder Susan Volle!e

Mission
The Healing Space
Hospitality & Lads N Lassies
Young Congregaon
Finance
Building and Facilies
Worship

Elder Jim Falkensne
Elder Don Hoﬀman
Elder Rob Keelor
Elder Mo Miller
Elder Adrienne Palermo
Elder Rich Uhle

Personnel
Clerk of Session
Stewardship
Mission
Women’s Ministry
Nominang

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - PCW EVENTSL

Visit pcwyoming.org for a
complete calendar of events.

July 8th
July 9th
July 15th
July 16th
July 27th
August 5th
August 8th
August 12th
August 13th
August 20th

Bill Seale Studio Recital, Sanctuary at 4 p.m.
Session, Founders’ Room at 7 p.m.
Hike and Picnic at French Park
Deacons Board, Parlor at 7 p.m.
Golf Oung, Wyoming Golf Club, 3-7 p.m.
Blessing of the Backpacks, at all three Worship Services
Imani Choir Concert, Great Room (more info to come!)
Dixieland Single Service with Communion, Sanctuary at 10 a.m.
Session, Founders’ Room at 7 p.m.
Deacons Board, Parlor at 7 p.m.

