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T

he young congrega on team is trying hard to create
opportuni es for people to be together. Last month
we journeyed out to Maple Knoll for a me of intergeneraonal fellowship. We invited a handful of members to come
and essen ally do some show and tell. Mike and Marilyn
Kremzar, Jean and Jim Nicholas, Lou and Dean Gaudin, Mary
Lou Mueller & Margaret Orendorﬀ brought items that told
stories about their lives. The placed these items on tables
and the rest of us went around and asked ques ons about the items and got to know these
awesome people a li+le more in-depth. Then we split into small groups and all of us had the
opportunity to share a li+le. We enjoyed snacks and Ice Cream to top it oﬀ! It was a great me
of being together.
My favorite moment came when two students forgot about how much they wanted to just run
around and play tag. They forgot about that because what Mrs. Meuller was telling them was so
cap va ng. This snapshot of the two diﬀerent genera ons si/ng and sharing together captures
the essence of the event.

Healing Space

Thanks to all who made it possible. We will do it again, although the next me we will invite the
youth to come and share their show and tell items!
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E

ach year our high school youth group goes on a mission trip in
June. This year we are ge/ng ready to head to the jungles of
Costa Rica. While this is the big service event that everyone hears
about, the kids spend the en re year learning about service as we
prepare for this trip. Each month we oﬀer at least six local service
opportuni es such as serving food at Heaven’s Café, the men’s
Shelterhouse or working in the pantry at Valley Interfaith Community Resource Center. This allows us to talk about the meaning of true, humble service as Jesus
showed us and to prac ce learning to focus our service on others. While the big trip each year
brings a very memorable experience that do change lives, doing these local service projects is a
powerful way to begin to bring the reality of the needs of others closer to home. The value of these
opportuni es cannot be understated as it connects our young people with real people in need
which builds both gra tude for what they have and empathy for some of God’s children who live
with less. When you see our high schoolers, please reach out and talk to them about these services
experiences and how they have aﬀected their lives.

THANK YOU FROM PASTOR CHRIS TORREY

W

hat a joy it was to be with you during the seasons of Lent
and Easter this year! When we ordain ministers, elders, and
deacons, we ask, “Will you pray for and seek to serve the people
with energy, intelligence, imagina8on, and love?” It was an honor
to bring my understanding of what that means into a season of ministry with you, The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming!

I’m delighted that the Interim Pastor Search Commi+ee found Bob Anderson, my friend and colleague, to be
your Interim Pastor. Bob is capable, experienced, and gi;ed as a pastor and leader in the church. I have conﬁdence in Bob, and a;er my twelve weeks with you I have conﬁdence that you are ready to be led!
I will con nue to pray for you, but I’m glad to go back to gardening and enjoying re rement. I’ve been asked
to preach and provide leadership at two other churches in the near future: I will be an ac ve member of the
Presbytery of Cincinna . But primarily I’ll be exploring what is possible in my vegetable garden, and perhaps
soon discovering how one cares for hives of bees!
Before I go I’m glad for this chance to write one more piece for Crossroads, and to thank you for your warm
welcome and vital encouragement of me during my me with you. I’ve served as a pastor for more than forty
years in several churches. The vitality of the Presbyterian Church of Wyoming is impressive. As you care for
one another, worship and serve God, and reach out beyond your walls, you truly reﬂect the love of God in
Jesus Christ.
A good symbol of that love is the prayer quilt I was presented on my last Sunday there. Thank you! What a
wonderful tradi on. What a gesture of kindness and caring. Dawn and I appreciate this gi; and what lies behind it. It is a blessing which symbolizes the blessing of being with you.
In my short me there I was impressed by the integrity, commitment, and calling of the staﬀ which serves you
as a church. Each one does a great job and cares deeply about the people and the whole ministry of the Presbyterian Church of Wyoming. I met several mes with the Session and found their leadership and faithfulness
inspiring. You are poised to move into the future blessed by God with good leadership!
I believe in the church. I believe in the worship life of a congrega on, coming together to connect with God
and with one another. I believe in worship which inspires and sends us out to live our lives of faith. I believe
in the Presbyterian Church: what it has been, what it is, and what it will be. I believe in you: The Presbyterian
Church of Wyoming.
Thank you for welcoming me into your ministry and sending me oﬀ with your love.
I will pray for you going forward, conﬁdent that God’s love will call you into a blessed future!

Chris Torrey

KEENAGERS

P

lease note that there will be no event for the Keenagers in June. Thanks and enjoy the summer!

COME, HOLY SPIRIT FROM PASTOR LISAA

I

n my daily devo on, I read Henri Nouwen’s reﬂec ons on the Holy Spirit in his book Bread for the
Journey. In it, Nouwen reﬂected;

When we speak about the Holy Spirit, we speak about the breath of God, breathing in us.
The Greek word for "spirit" is pneuma, which means "breath." We are seldom aware of our
breathing. It is so essen"al for life that we only think about it when something is wrong with it.
The Spirit of God is like our breath. God's spirit is more in"mate to us than we are to ourselves.
We might not o%en be aware of it, but without it we cannot live a "spiritual life." It is the Holy Spirit of God who
prays in us, who oﬀers us the gi%s of love, forgiveness, kindness, goodness, gentleness, peace, and joy. It is the Holy
Spirit who oﬀers us the life that death cannot destroy. Let us always pray: "Come, Holy Spirit, come.”
- Henri Nouwen
PCW celebrated Pentecost on May 20. On Pentecost, Chris ans read from Acts 2 and remember how the Holy
Spirit came upon the disciples and they were sent out into the world to share the good news of Jesus. On that day,
the Chris an Church was born. As Chris ans today, we con nue to grow into what it means to be followers of
Christ as we are led by the Holy Spirit. “Come, Holy Spirit, come.”
The Holy Spirit is at work through PCW. We have received news that the new interim head of staﬀ, Rev. Dr. Robert
Anderson, will begin his work among us on June 16. We know the Holy Spirit has been at work preparing us for this
as the Interim Search Commi+ee, Leslie Mowry, Bill Morley, John S ckney, and Susan Volle+e have given their
me, oﬀered up prayers and carefully discerned that the new interim has the gi;s that meet PCW’s needs at this
me. We thank them for their eﬀorts and con nue to pray, “Come, Holy Spirit, come.”
We celebrate the Holy Spirit among us as the youth sent out this month on mission trips. We pray for God to be
with them, protect and care for them on their journey, work through them to share your message of grace, and
that they grow together in faith. The women in the church who par cipated in Bible studies this spring have grown
in the word of God. We have concluded Bible studies on the book of Acts and Jesus’ resurrec on appearances.
As we dwell in the word together we are seeing, iden fying, and truly experiencing God’s presence in the world.
Again, we pray, “Come, Holy Spirit, come.”
At our May 2018 Session mee ng, I shared Rev. William C Mar n’s reﬂec ons on the
church from his book The Art of Pastoring, Contempla"ve Reﬂec"ons. In this book, Mar n
shares a vision for the church as a “Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit.” We come to church, are
connected to God, the creator of all that exists, saved by Jesus, the Word made ﬂesh, and
sent out by the power of the Holy Spirit to share God’s message of love and peace with the
world. God makes this space holy and through it we are renewed and set free to live the
message of Christ’s saving power in the world.
I am excited for what God is doing through you at PCW. Please join us as we welcome the
new interim minister this month, hear how God’s Spirit s rred in the hearts of the youth, and con nue to grow in
faith together. We con nue to pray, “Come, Holy Spirit, come.”
In Christ, Pastor Lisa

MISSION OPPORTUNITYO

T

he Wyoming area churches that support the highly successful Thanksgiving Box Program are working together
to create new Mission opportuni es to help our neighboring communi es.

Our goal is to assemble approximately 1,300 Power Packs which will be available to help feed families and children
this summer through the Valley Interfaith Community Resource Center. Power Packs consist of 8-10 food items
packed into gallon Ziploc bags which are easy to store, hand out, and which include easy-to-eat food for children.
We will assemble non-perishable Power Packs on Saturday, June 2nd, from 9a.m.-noon in front of The
Presbyterian Church of Wyoming (inside the church in the event of rain). Contact Cheryl Albrecht
at cheri.albrecht@gmail.com or Kevin Helser at helserkevin88@gmail.com .
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YOU ARE INVITED!

W

e want you to know that we have several youthful ac vi es coming up this summer. Please save the dates for
these events because we want to con nue to build on our intergenera onal strengths!

6/17/18 - The Youth will prepare and lead sermons recapping their recent mission trip adventures.
They will share what the trips meant to them and how God was at work.
7/15/18- Join us for an a;ernoon picnic and hike! More details will be forthcoming.
8/8/18- Children from Uganda who form the Imani Milele choir will be with us performing a concert.
It will be a night to remember for sure.
9/17/18 - 9/23/18 - Family Week. More details will be coming soon, but clear your schedules as we create
opportuni es for our church family to be together!
Mark your calendars and get ready for a lot of good mes together!!! Oh, and if there is something you would
like to do this summer just let us know. We can help facilitate it.
Peace! Adam and the YCT

RUGBY WITH THE LIGHTHOUSE BOYS FROM BILL MORLEY

S

pring me has arrived again and that means it is me for Coach Uhle to get the Lighthouse boys out for some
rugby. Each Thursday we take the opportunity to get the boys out of the house and onto the ﬁeld to begin
learning a game that is foreign to many of them. It is a rewarding experience as we see the boys ge/ng excited
about learning a new skill and simply enjoying being a kid outdoors on a beau ful spring day. This hour of rugby
and the Dairy Queen a;erwards give them a chance to forget some of the pressures of their very stressful lives and
simply enjoy being kids with people who care. If you would be interested in joining this
ministry (No rugby playing required!) please contact Rich Uhle or Bill Morley.

THE HEALING SPACE

H

ealing begins the moment you set your inten on on personal growth. The Healing
Space of Cincinna oﬀers a wide variety of tools to explore the possibili es. The
most signiﬁcant is the space itself. Holis c Prac oners and programs support this process.
An interdisciplinary team of Holis c Prac oners is available to facilitate your explora on.
A wide variety of services are oﬀered to inten onally integrate health at the body, mind
and spirit levels. The team of prac oners works collabora vely to oﬀer you “one stop
shopping,” as guided by your priori es. We invite you to explore the possibili es….
The Healing Space - 513-832-0686 - h+p://thehealingspacecincinna .org
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MAY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

The major part of the mee ng was to hear a report from the Interim Pastor Search Team. The Team recommended that Session approve a Call to Reverend Doctor Robert Anderson, an experienced Interim Pastor.

•

A;er discussion, Session approved a mo on to Call Reverend Anderson and to send his contract along to the
Commi+ee on Ministry at Presbytery for their approval. Assuming his contract is approved, Session expects
Reverend Anderson to begin his ministry with PCW on June 16. He will be introduced to the congrega on on
Sunday, June 17 and moderate the June mee ng of Session on June 18.

•

Session thanked Reverend J. Christopher Torrey for his three month ministry at PCW and wished him success
in his new assignment at Carmel Presbyterian.

•

Session said goodbye to elders Doug Hutchens, Steve Komrska and Bill Morley and thanked them for their
years of service as ac ve elders at PCW.

•

Session welcomed Rob Keelor, Kevin Lawson and Maureen Miller as new elders who will begin their
service a;er ordina on on June 10.

UPDATE ON BUSINESS & FINANCE FROM RON STOERKERR

Y

ou may no longer be surprised to know that I have an interest in gardening. So, we have been making some
steady progress around the building. To the le; side of the main entrance oﬀ the parking lot is a hosta garden
and lily garden including some daylilies, Easter lilies, and oriental lilies. Bob Feeback has been diligently keeping
this area watered and weeded. Bob also started a daﬀodil and Stella d’Oro garden to the side of the entrance
drive. You may have no ced the daﬀodils this spring.
Recently, we removed the diseased boxwood in the prayer garden and replaced them with hostas and as lbes.
Bob started up the fountain for the summer and a secret helper planted the coleus for us. Hopefully, this space
can be a sacred place for prayer and restora on. Some small groups have met in the garden.
On the ﬁnancial side, we currently are poten ally heading into a diﬃcult cash ﬂow situa on. We not only have our
regular expenses this year but we are also suppor ng our former pastor, Ed Goode, with severance pay for up to
six months. We are three months into this process. Gi;s to the opera ng ministries or the severance account are
always welcome. We constantly seek God’s guidance as to how PCW should be good stewards of the resources we
are given as we faithfully respond to God’s call to be joyful givers of our me, talents, and resources.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES
APRIL 2018 SUMMARY

Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

564,643

91.0%

172,360

208,356

Founda on Support

33,000

5.5%

0

0

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

2,547

9,479

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

494

625

175,401

218,460

131,624
3,350
49,340
4,606
0
188,920
<13,519>

145,524
3,695
43,168
3,603
3,700
199,690
18,770

INCOME
Congrega onal Support

Total Income
EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Opera ng (building & u li es)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: opera>ng

2018 Budget

618,643
403,581
16,860
154,191
58,000
0
632,632
<13,989>

64%
3%
24%
9%
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FACES OF PCW - ADAM HAYDEN FROM KELLEY LOETSCHERE

W

e are all familiar with this young man who delivers the Children’s
Sermons every Sunday to our precious young members. It remains a
favorite part of the service for many of us who love the innocence of those young
par cipants and their eagerness to respond to Adam’s ques ons. The surprise for
us is that Adam is compiling a book of these sermons with stories and devo onals
for us all to enjoy in the future.
We also know Adam as the husband of Larita and father of Zoe and Oliver who
capture all of our hearts. He is oﬃcially the Youth Program Director at PCW.
Adam is responsible for beginning the Sunday morning Godly Play program at
PCW, which is a Biblical story telling program for ﬁve year olds through middle
schoolers.
Adam has also delighted us with his sermons to the congrega on on Sunday mornings. You can hardly walk into
the church without knowing Adam. He is that person whom we all immediately feel as though we have known all of
our lives. He is professional and personable.
But who is he? From where did he originate? Adam was raised in a large Catholic family. He was born in 1980 in
Evansville, Indiana and a+ended Catholic grade school at St Benedict and High School at Memorial. It surprises
none of us to discover he favored hip hop and basketball during these school years.
His ﬁrst experience with college was one semester at Vincennes, a two year program in Broadcas ng. He quesoned the cost of college vs the value and worked for a year at a community center a;er school program run by
Fred Oduyoye. He would visit elementary schools to recruit children for his hip hop program and decided a degree
would be most helpful
He then a+ended the University of South Indiana in Evansville where he completed his Broadcas ng and Journalism programs in 2004. His friend, Fred, was returning to Cincinna from Zion Global Ministries that was at Jordan’s
Crossing. (fomerly Swi;on Colony). Zion Global Ministries paid Adam and Fred to come on Tuesdays from Evansville to lead their youth group. Soon he was hired full me. Thus Adam began his youth ministry, where he met
Larita who danced at the dance ministry. It was love at ﬁrst sight, and they were married a year and a half later.
Larita’s mother was in the ARMY so Larita was well educated and well travelled. She graduated from Hughes High
School.
They moved into a Walnut Hills Inten onal Community living as a group with people of the same focus. Bart
Campolo led the community mee ngs, dinners, ac vi es and a non proﬁt organiza on developed to help each
other.
Adam le; the community and transferred to Pleasant Hills Elementary, but was not making enough money. A
friend, Rich Jones, led Adam to PCW and the Youth Program Director job in 2013. Adam was instrumental in
sharing the nursery space with the New Life Covenant and Lads and Lassies’ program.
Adam was s ll haunted by his desire to do a hip hop album for kids. As a Teacher Assistant at Douglas Elementary,
he really took charge of the ﬁrst grade and rapped poetry with the children. Adam and his friend Vern created a hip
hop storytelling group, “THE CORNER”. They created a book with an accompanying hip hop soundtrack.
They then consulted with Ma+ Fisher, with Curiosity 360, who brought in an illustrator, Charlie Padge+, and produced their book and recording. We are wai ng for the ﬁnal publica on now.
Adam’s talents go far beyond this interview. Adam believes in allowing people to be whoever they are. He doesn’t
judge and isn’t oﬀended because Adam holds a belief that brings about lots of freedom.
We will con nue to explore Adam’s many talents in the future. Presently we can enjoy his many ac vi es with the
youth at PCW. He brings so much to the table and has many ideas for the future.
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MERCY MEDICAL CAMBODIA (MMC) UPDATE - VIDEO STORY PROJECT

D

rs. Tim and Marjie Benadum enjoyed being with our Congrega on
May 20th. Thanks to all who spent me learning about this amazing
mission, and the video story project we’re leading to help MMC reach
more people! If you missed it, stop by the displays in the gathering area
to learn more and see how you can be involved.
We’ve raised $15k, and hope to raise another 15k this month to help
oﬀset cost of the produc on team, provided through a generous gi; of
crea ve talent and technology from the Fischers and their company,
Curiosity Adver sing.

With PCW congrega on members leading and owning this project, we will plan a premiere of the ﬁnished video
work in the great room when complete later this year. Thanks again to all who have given to this exci ng project!
If you feel called to give, here’s how!
To give by credit card:
Go to the MMC dona on page: h+ps://mercymedcambodia.org/donate-now/
Choose “opera ons fund” and mark in comments box “For MMC video project.”
To give by check:
Note on your check “For MMC Video Project” then mail to the MMC local ﬁnancial manager:
Mercy Medical Center Cambodia, Inc.
P.O. BOX 3014
Westerville, OH, 43086

VALLEY CONCERT SERIES FROM BILL SEALE

W

e have concluded another successful year of the Valley Concert
Series with the organ recital given by our organist, Connie Golden.
It was a superb recital. We have done four concerts each year for the past
twenty-one years of my me as director. The series started as an organ
recital series tled “The Twilight Series” under David Mulbury
and later, under Mark Schaﬀer. Debbie Donat, our organist a;er Mark,
changed the series to a general concert series and began it with an annual
Advent concert performed by the soloists in early December. We began to include the choir a few years later.
Ma+hew Manwarren was the organist at that me. The series ran out of funds and ceased for several years un l
1996. I felt like we really needed the series to bring the Wyoming community a quality concert series and to act as
an outreach for the church. Mostly, we have presented musical events of varied styles, but on occasion, we have
had liturgical drama, and even a fully staged opera presented at Old St. George church in Cli;on and repeated at
Maple Knoll Village! We even had a hip-hop concert plus three really successful and fun dinner-dances in our
Great Room. We will be pu/ng the next season together soon, so look for informa on about what’s to come this
autumn for The Valley Concert Series.

DEACONS AND ELDERS

T

hank you to all Deacons and Elders who have re red and we welcome the new Deacons and Elders to serve
in Christ’s Name. The Elder/Deacon Ordina on will be on Sunday, June 10 at a combined 10 a.m. service.
Welcome Elders Mo Miller, Kevin Lawson, and Rob Keelor. Welcome Deacons Marilyn Hunter, Sue Moriarty, and
Ka e Towne. Welcome to new Youth Deacons, Anna Helser, Max Lackey, Kaitlyn Palermo, John S ckney, Trevor
Volle+e, and Caroline Zackerman. Thank you for answering God’s call to serve Christ through PCW.
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PCW WISH LIST

W

e are looking for a new or gently used riding lawn mower to be donated to
PCW. Mowing the lawn con nues to be a challenge for us as many things take
Bob Feeback away from this weekly task.

Ideally, a commercial type mower with a much larger cu/ng swath would reduce the
amount of me and eﬀort it takes to mow the lawn each week.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - PCW EVENTSL
June 2nd
June 3rd
June 13-16th
June 16th
June 17th
June 24th

Power Pack Packing at PCW - 9 a.m.-noon
Ben Mathis Preaching, Mission: Hope
Pastor Lisa Out of Town, Con nuing Educa on
Rev. Bob Anderson 1st Oﬃcial Day as Head of Staﬀ
Youth Mission Trip Sharing, All 3 Services
Rev. Bob Anderson, Fist Sunday to Preach

Visit pcwyoming.org for a complete calendar of events.
Please Note:
Pastor Lisa will be away at Spiritual Direc"on Cer"ﬁca"on Training Program at Lutheran Southern Seminary in Columbia,
South Carolina, June 13-16. The Deacons are available if any pastoral emergencies arise, please call the oﬃce and we will
direct you to the Deacon on call. This is a wonderful way for the Body of Christ to be there for one another and we thank
the Deacons for their servant ministry.

