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I24-HOUR PRAYER VIGIL FROM THE MEN OF PCWW

O

n Friday, April 20th, the PCW Men’s Group led a 24-hour prayer
vigil. At least 25 par"cipants prayed at home, at church and
on the road. The PCW Men’s Group manned the overnight hours
a&er a pizza dinner on Friday. Lisa B. and three of her boys joined
us and enjoyed the pizza, salad and drinks with us. We had 4 brave
women who signed up and prayed with us: Mo Miller, Kathy Wilson,
Sue Moriarty and Lisa. It was fun and a meaningful, deeply spiritual
experience. Two non-PCW guys, Bob Barre4 and Gregory Larkin,
also prayed with us.
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Thanks to everyone who par"cipated. We plan do it again next year!
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SUNDAY, MAY 20th
Mark your calendars for an amazing morning. Drs. Tim Benadum and Marjie West Benadum
will be with us from Mercy Medical Cambodia - the remarkable mission they’ve helped build
and PCW supports! They will be with us all morning, special spotlight service is being planned.
The full story will be told at 10 a.m., when they will:
Share incredible stories of healing from across the globe
Update us on their extraordinary progress training Cambodians to lead
Reveal the intelligent ways the mission is being made ﬁnancially sustainable
Invite us to deeper understanding of how the team proclaims Christ in word and deed
Give us a glimpse into the videos being produced to tell the story and invite support
A colorful Cambodian silks market will be in the Gathering Area, and breathtaking ﬁlm
footage will be shown at 10 a.m. Don’t miss this morning of illumina"on and inspira"on.

A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS FROM PASTOR TORREY

I

n The Sound of Music, Maria sings a lovely song, “These are a few of my favorite things.”
In the movie she sings to the children when they’re frightened by a thunderstorm.
A lovely poe"c series of verses is followed by the refrain:
“When the dog bites, When the bee s2ngs, When I'm feeling sad
I simply remember my favorite things And then I don't feel so bad”
Some years ago we invited Marj Carpenter, former Moderator of the Presbyterian General
Assembly, to come to our church for a boost of our Presbyterian awareness. In one of her presenta"ons she
listed famous Presbyterians that our older ones could remember: Woodrow Wilson, Dwight Eisenhower,
James Stewart, Chet Huntley (of NBC news), Fred Rogers (Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood) among others.
I remember thinking at the "me that the rest of what Marj Carpenter put in front of us could well have been
set to the tune of “These are a few of my favorite things.” For example, that Presbyterianism just makes sense.
It emerges out of pa4erns set by the ﬁrst Chris"ans, crea"ng a very human ins"tu"on (Church) in response to
the Gospel Good News of Jesus Christ!
The word Presbyterian comes from the Greek word for Elder. The people elect Elders and Deacons in a representa"ve democracy. The Elders are charged not with discerning the will of the people but with searching to
know the will of Christ. In a democracy each one counts, and the sense of the majority is held sacred in se@ng
the direc"on and tone of the church.
Presbyterians use the whole Bible to interpret any par"cular verse. A good example of how that pays oﬀ is that
we have women in leadership, as pastors, as elders. Yes, we’ve read those few verses others cling to, causing
them to shun women from leadership. But the whole witness of Scripture reminds us of the women Jesus invited into his inner circle, the women in leadership in the early church, and even the women described as called by
God in the Old Testament!
Presbyterians govern with a cons"tu"on. In fact, the cons"tu"on of the United States of America was deeply
inﬂuenced by the Presbyterian form of government. When it works well, this creates the best possible balance
between the pew and the Session, the Session and Presbytery, the Presbytery and Synod and General Assembly.
In our tradi"on it’s not a hierarchy with those at the top telling the lower-down ones what to do. Instead, the
presence of God in worship and ministry in each congrega"on draws us together, uni"ng us all the way to an
interna"onal presence, inspired by God’s purpose.
And in recent years, renewal of the sacraments of bap"sm and communion, newfound energy in music
and prayers, dynamic preaching from a new genera"on of inspired ministers, have led us to a
depth of vision and commitment which is truly s"rring.
I’ve o&en thought back to Marj Carpenter’s presenta"on as I’ve had my brief "me here at PCW.
I hope you’ll join me in se@ng what’s good about this church of ours to a lovely tune and singing
with joy and hope!

Faithfully, Chris Torrey

KEENAGERS IN MAY

T

he Keenagers will meet Wednesday, May 16, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Bring your own lunch
and join us for conversa"on with Chris Torrey, our transi"on pastor. Chris will engage the
group in looking back to each of our own spiritual lives as we look ahead for PCW. No prepara"on
needed: Chris will lead us through a conversa"on we guarantee will interest you, get be4er
acquainted with one another, and teach you some things you didn’t know!

RECOGNIZING JESUS FROM PASTOR LISAA

W

e con"nue in the Easter Season throughout May and celebrate the gi& of the Holy Spirit
and the birth of the church on Pentecost Sunday, this year on May 27. In the mean"me
we hear accounts of the risen Christ appearing to his disciples. In our Tuesday Evening Women’s
Bible Study we have been studying these diﬀerent passages. Luke 24 jumped out for us, speciﬁcally those two on the Road to Emmaus who are walking from Jerusalem for seven miles, talking
about Jesus and the cruciﬁxion, and discussing reports of the resurrec"on.
In Luke 24:15-16 we read “while they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them,
but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.” Jesus himself was with them, and they did not even realize he
was there. The one they were talking about, the one whom they were longing for, hoping for, was right there,
walking there with them, and they did not know it. Our Bible Study wondered why.
One of the curious things about this text is that Luke, the author, does not tell us what keeps their eyes from
recognizing Jesus. We do not know why they do not recognize Jesus. Was it God? Was it sin? Was it their own
spiritual blindness? What was it that kept them from recognizing the risen Christ? Luke does not tell us; he just
keeps us guessing...
How about you? Are you able to recognize Jesus’ presence with you? How about at PCW and through the work
of the church? Are we able to iden"fy and know when Christ is with us? Some"mes we can get so caught up in
our own expecta"ons of how the world is, or how life has unfolded, or how the church has always been, that
we cannot see Jesus is with us. Life may be too full, as some of us ﬁnd ourselves running from place to place,
trying to stay on top of things, yet so exhausted from the chase. Others of us may be disappointed and have
lost hope and stopped looking. Does anything keep you from recognizing Christ?
When we do not expect God to be there, we probably will not see God there.
When we are certain about how life will play out, we may close ourselves oﬀ to
experiencing anything new. When we begin to think this way, we close our eyes to
Christ’s presence in our lives; we fail to recognize him.
Luke the Evangelist writes that when they entered Emmaus, the disciples asked
Christ to join them and stay with them. As they ate together, as Christ took the
bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to them, THEN. Then, in Luke 24:31, “their
eyes were opened and they recognized him.” Jesus opened their eyes to see a new
future for them. Christ’s story had not ended; it con"nues as he was raised from
the dead and con"nues to come to his people, revealing himself to them. Even
though they were not looking for him there, Christ was there among them. In fact, Christ had been with them
all along. Christ was there as they walked the road to Emmaus. Christ was there as they recounted their
memories. Christ was there, interpre"ng the Scriptures. Christ was there, in their home.
So o&en that is how it works. We recognize God’s presence a&er we have "me to reﬂect on what happened in
our lives, and then we can see where and through whom God was working to bring us to a new place. What we
ﬁnd is what those on the road to Emmaus found: God has been with us all along. God was there through the
"mes when we felt God’s amazing presence. God was even there when we felt SO alone.
I see Christ in this congrega"on as it welcomes visitors. I see Christ as you gather together for Prayer Vigils and
Bible Studies, Session and Deacon Mee"ngs. I see Christ as you quietly connect with one another, checking in to
see how things are unfolding in each other’s lives. I see Christ in you. I see Christ in and through PCW. God is at
work here. Christ is here among us. The Holy Spirit is here within us, working through us. May God open our
eyes to see Jesus in ourselves and in others this month.
In Christ, Pastor Lisa
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NO STRESS WEDNESDAY SUPPERS FROM ADAM HAYDENI

W

hen I came to PCW, I heard much about 'The legend of Super Wednesday''
It went sort of like this...

Kids from all around the world would descend on PCW right a&er school. They would
play games, do homework, and learn about Jesus. Then their parents and hundreds of
other adults would join in and have a huge, super dinner together. The food rivaled
that of a 25-star restaurant. A&er dinner people would study the Bible, sing in the
choir, prac"ce hand bells and probably do a bunch of other stuﬀ too. On one night in
the fall of 1998 there were over 4,000 people here for dinner.
Okay, so not all that is accurate. However, the point is that people who remember how super Super Wednesday
nights were talk about it with great enthusiasm. It was deﬁnitely a special "me together.
Then, change happened. Super Wednesdays didn’t seem so super… to some.
But, to others like me and like Kevin Lawson and his family and the Williamses and others, Super Wednesday was
as super as ever. You see. we didn’t experience the old Super Wednesdays. All we experienced was the community
of PCW coming together to eat a meal and maybe hang out a li4le bit a&erward. That seemed super to us!
So at our last Young Congrega"on Commi4ee mee"ng, Kevin Lawson and I basically came to a singular conclusion:
we want to come together and eat dinner and maybe hang out a li4le bit a&erward! We are going to do just that
every Wednesday night in May. We hope you will join us for a chance to escape some of the craziness of the end of
the school year by connec"ng with your church community before the madness of summer sets in.
I will promise you three things about these dinners. 1. The food won’t be as good as it has been in the past. 2. We
won’t oﬀer a lot as far as programming around the dinner goes 3. We will be there ready to enjoy your presence!!!
And that’s exactly why we want to do it. We want to be around you. We actually like a lot of people in this congrega"on and we (all of us) are called to love all the people here and outside here. So please mark your calendars for
every Wednesday in May and come on over to PCW for some mediocre Wednesday night dinners. They will be
super! Wednesday Nights in May - 5:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sincerely, Adam

THE HEALING SPACE INVITES YOU TO EXPLORE

F

our levels of holis"c healing opportuni"es are oﬀered at the house next door:
Self-Directed: including a Lending Library, Medita"on Room and Healing Garden
Groups: including Support Groups, Health Educa"on, Medita"on and Yoga Classes
Individual Sessions: including Massage, Mental Health Counseling, and Reﬂexology
Training: including Holis"c Healing Workshops and Study Groups
Vision - The Healing Space of Cincinna" is a sacred space dedicated to holis"c health,
empowering the integra"on of Mind, Body and Spirit in a nurturing environment.
Mission - We are a faith-based ministry founded on the belief that health, like faith, is a
lifelong journey for all people. We oﬀer holis"c healing services that empower transforma"ve opportuni"es for individuals, groups, the community and holis"c healers. The Healing Space welcomes everyone who seeks wholeness through
a variety of educa"onal opportuni"es for both self-directed and group learning. h)p://thehealingspacecincinna,.org

DEACON UPDATEI

T
4

he PCW Deacons oﬀer a ministry of hospitality as ushers and greeters at the various
church services. They are available for visita"on as well if you would like a home visit
or if you would just like to meet for a cup of coﬀee and connect. We are with you in "mes
of need and are here to encourage each other on the journey of faith. Please see Moderator of the Deacons John S"ckney, or Pastor Lisa Bernheisel, if you would like a visit!

APRIL SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

A special mee"ng was called to hear statements of faith and accept four conﬁrmands into membership:
Sawyer Cartwright, Tyler Fenlon, Cynthia Towne and Isaac Towne.

•

At our regular monthly mee"ng Session welcomed Rev. Torrey’s recommenda"on to hold Orienta"on
for new church oﬃcers.

•

The Interim Search Team reported that the job descrip"on for our Interim Pastor had been forwarded to
the Commi4ee on Ministry and that, when approved, the Team would start reviews of Pastor Informa"on
Forms and ini"ate Skype interviews in late April. Session approved a small budget to cover Interim search
expenses.

•

Stewardship Team and Finance discussed follow-up plans for those members who have not yet
completed their pledge for 2018.

•

Worship Team announced that we would maintain our regular schedule of three services each Sunday
during the summer with single services on the second Sunday in June and August. Ordina"on and
Installa"on of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, June 10.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES FROM RON STOERKERR
MARCH 2018 SUMMARY

2018 Budget

Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

91.0%

139,527

171,483

INCOME
Congrega"onal Support

564,643

Founda"on Support

33,000

5.5%

0

0

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

1,837

2,964

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

348

332

141,712

174,779

Total Income

618,643

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Opera"ng (building & u"li"es)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: opera1ng

403,581

64%

100,903

109,614

16,860

3%

2,750

3,043

154,191

24%

40,073

35,317

58,000

9%

3,801

3,143

0

0

2,800

632,632

147,527

153,917

<13,989>

<5,815>

20,862

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - PCW EVENTS
Wednesdays in May
May 1st, 8th & 15th
May 16th
May 20th
May 20th
May 20th

Family Dinner - 5:45 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Women’s Book Study
Keenagers - 11 a.m.
Honor High School Graduates - Reg. Service Times
Meet our Cambodian Medical Missionaries - 10 a.m.
Valley Concert, Connie Golden - 4 p.m.

Visit pcwyoming.org for a complete calendar of events.
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FACES OF PCW FROM DEBI HAINESS

A

nna Kline has been a wonderful part of the Visions Worship Band for nearly three years.
She will soon be gradua"ng from college and sadly leaving us in June. Please, come hear
her beau"ful voice at the Visions Worship Service this month before she moves on to pursue
her dreams. Here’s a li4le more about Anna.
Tell us a liAle about yourself: I am a gradua"ng senior in Commercial Music Produc"on at
CCM. My focus is on songwri"ng and performance, but mainly on pursuing my purpose as a
child of God!

How did you come to PCW?: I came to PCW as a sophomore in college a&er talking with Tom Haines about
poten"ally ﬁlling an open worship leading posi"on in the Visions Band. I'm so grateful he saw the promise
in me because a&er our ﬁrst rehearsal together, it felt like home!
What has it meant to you to be a part of this church?: PCW has always welcomed and embraced me with loving
arms. They have quite literally taken me into their homes and lives as if I were their own family. They have provided a safe and forgiving container for me to grow as not only a worship leader, but as a follower of God.
What are your plans aCer you graduate?: A&er I graduate I'll be interning and then working for The Judy Stakee
Company as an outreach coordinator. I plan to move to Nashville in June to con"nue pursuing a career as a songwriter and hope to ﬁnd a home church where I can con"nue leading people in praise and worship!
Favorite Bible verse?: 1 Corinthians 13:13 is and has always been my favorite Bible verse. Though it's an example
of how to love one another, it is also such a sweet reminder that God loved us ﬁrst, so uncondi"onally.
Favorite worship song to sing?: “Amazing Grace.” It's a classic, but even more than that, it's a song that I don't
have to focus on the performance of. The song's lyrics speak for themselves and touch the hearts of those listening
regardless of the voice singing it. Leading worship has always been about invi"ng people to speak to God through
song and movement and “Amazing Grace” makes it so easy.
What are your thoughts as you move on to the next phase of your life?: I cherish every moment that I get to
spend with the Visions Band! These people have made a true impact on my life and touched my heart forever.
Their hugs are so sweet and their words are always encouraging. I can't say thank you enough to PCW. Your grace,
encouragement, and selﬂessness throughout these years have allowed me to become the person I am today. I've
grown more rooted in Christ than ever before because I have known you!

IT TAKES A SPECIAL PERSON TO DO THAT JOB FROM STACY AKERS

A

t Lads and Lassies Community Preschool, on a daily basis mothers
and fathers entrust their precious children to us. We are trusted
to keep their children safe, to treat them with respect, to be responsive to the children’s needs and to challenge their rapidly developing
minds and bodies. The children trust us to listen, to care and to keep
them safe.
The PCW members trust us to carry on a mission for the church in
loving kindness. This is a rather magniﬁcent responsibility to bear,
and this is what people are really ge@ng at when they say, “It takes a
special person to do that job.” As I look back on the 2017-2018 school
year, I am so honored and grateful to be a part of an en"re staﬀ of “special people” who, when faced with
the many challenging moments of a day spent with 3-5-year-olds, remain worthy of this awesome trust.
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OUR 2018 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATESSFROM BILL MORLEYY

S

pring reminds us of new beginnings each year as the earth comes to life a&er
winter. For our eight gradua"ng seniors, they are also looking forward to their new
beginnings a&er high school.

Nick Denson - Nick joined the youth group during his junior year and has become an important part of the senior
leadership team this year. A&er going on the mission trip this summer, he will head to Ohio State University to study
biomedical engineering. He hopes to con"nue developing his faith and love of service during his new life at school.
Olivia Haines – Olivia has been a friend and a wonderful singer in the Visions Worship Band for years now. She
graduates from St. Ursula Academy and heads oﬀ to University of Cincinna". She has been accepted in the UC
honors program and will be majoring in biomedical engineering.
Kelsey Lackey – Kelsey has grown up at PCW and is one of the large gang of Lackeys who join us each Sunday. She
will be a4ending Duke University, where she has received a scholarship to row for one of the top rowing programs
in the country. She also has her eye on the Olympics!
Victoria Lentz – Victoria came to us as a shy, non-English-speaking ten-year-old and leaves as one of the most ac"ve
youth deacons ever, who also gave part of the message on Youth Sunday! This fall she will studying business at UC
and is hoping to get an apartment with her sister Linnea.
Anna Oestreich – Anna is a familiar face, who has been a4ending PCW since she was three and is a regular youth
group a4endee. She will wrap up her "me here with the mission trip to Costa Rica and will head oﬀ to Ohio State
University to study engineering in the fall.
Lily Parker – Lily has been a youth group regular for three years and has joined us on two mission trips. This fall she
will be heading north to the University of Minnesota to study biochemistry.
Anna Sponaugle – Anna has hardly missed a youth group mee"ng in her four years and will wrap up her "me here
with the mission trip to Costa Rica. Her love of the outdoor life (she has ridden across the US by bike!) has her leaning toward studying sociology with a concentra"on in environmental studies at Whitman College in Walla Walla,
Washington.
Maya Stoﬀer – Maya is another regular, who has been around the church since she was six and will also ﬁnish up
with the mission trip to Costa Rica. In the fall she heads oﬀ to Miami University, where she was accepted to the
Farmer School of Business. Her plan is to double major in English and Marke"ng, and she is also hoping to study
abroad some"me during her college career.
The leadership and contribu"ons this group has made to the church and our youth group over the past years will
be sorely missed. We wish them all the best and know they will be a ‘true light’ as they take their faith and talents
out to the world.

CONNIE’S CORNER FROM CONNIE GOLDENN

O

n Sunday, May 20 at 4 p.m., you are cordially invited to a4end a celebra"on and
performance of organ music at the 1969 Schantz pipe organ of PCW. I am honored
to play at the behest of William Seale in the ﬁnal concert of the 2017-2018 Valley Concert
Series of this great church. I am certain that the leadership, members, and friends of PCW
will be excited to show their support by a4ending a “pre-celebra"on” of the organ’s nearly
ﬁ&ieth-year anniversary of its installa"on.
Oh, and a word to folks who may not have a4ended an organ concert before… BRING YOUR IMAGINATIONS! As you
listen to the sounds of our ﬁne pipe organ, imagine the performer (i.e., Connie Golden), whose ﬁngers ﬂying, whose
feet busy at the 32-note pedalboard, whose bu4on-pushing precision at its best, seated at the “cockpit of the organ
console” to aﬀect all sound changes, whose skills transform an ar"s"cally-created and cra&ed “breathing machine”
into a musically-sa"sfying communicator of great music, will be realized. It is I, the performer, who gives the
machine heart and soul by incorpora"ng my intellect, my training, and my passion for rendering this great music
for the organ. COME AND EXPERIENCE LIFE AT THE ORGAN!
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KEVIN HELSER & CHERYL ALBRECHT

T

he Wyoming area churches that support the highly successful Thanksgiving Box Program are working together to
create new mission opportuni"es that help our neighboring communi"es. We have been having discussions with
Emily Schuler of the Valley Interfaith Community Resource Center and with Amy Snow, Moderator at the Reading/
Lockland Presbyterian Church, to discern needs and how the area churches might help. We are planning for two upcoming service opportuni"es, and we hope you will join us:
1. Our goal is to assemble approximately 1,000 "Power Packs", which will be available to help feed families and
children this summer through the Valley Interfaith Community Resource Center. Power Packs consist of 8-10 food
items packed into gallon Ziploc bags which are easy to store, hand out, and which include easy-to-eat food for
children. No dona"ons are needed to fund this event, but if you would like to donate, please ensure that you
provide the purpose in the memo sec"on of your check. We are planning to assemble some of these nonperishable "Power Packs" on Saturday, June 2. Please pencil in this date on your calendars!
Details will be coming out soon!
2. Plans for the Reading/Lockland Presbyterian Summer Program are shaping up. Many of you have volunteered
with this program in the past and have been touched by these children and their stories. This program serves approximately 175 kids every summer for 8 weeks. The program provides breakfast and lunch for the kids along with
academic classes in math and reading and fun learning events. There will be a variety of ways to help. Volunteers
can help with special events like COSI or accompanying the group to a Reds’ game. People might want to volunteer on speciﬁc days of the week or for speciﬁc parts of the program: for example, eat lunch with the kids on
Wednesday or help with reading on Tuesdays to help with con"nuity for the kids and volunteers. There is likely a
need for "prep clean-up" prior to the start of the program - - another way to help this eﬀec"ve and needed outreach. Please pray for this program and how you might play a part in its success. We will keep you apprised of volunteer opportuni"es as they develop!

