YOUTH AUCTION DINNER RAISED NEARLY $15,000!
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unday, March 18th, was one busy night here at PCW. Over 100 people were in the building, mingling, laughing, ea"ng, and BIDDING! The annual youth auc"on dinner was a
blast, and it served its purpose to raise money for the youth missions fund. Nearly $15,000
was raised, thanks to the generosity of a caring congrega"on and its neighbors!
Thank you, thank you, thank you to every one of you who donated money, services, baskets,
etc… Because of you the high school students are venturing oﬀ to Costa Rica this summer,
while the middle school students will be traveling to Atlanta, Selma, and Huntsville, AL!
We will learn about others, ourselves, and our God as we grow closer to all three.
Another huge thank you to Cori Cassidy, Adrienne Palermo, Sarah Williams, David Azar,
and Shelly Komrska for your help in making the evening run smoothly, look great, and taste
delicious! Finally, thank you to Skip Koesterman, Rich Uhle, and Drew Volle9e for leading
the live auc"on and making it fun!

FEEDING YOUR SOUL FROM PASTOR TORREY

I

’m going to guess that if you’re reading this, being part of this church feeds your soul. You and I know that’s
not true for everyone. There are many people for whom church is a waste of "me, incredibly boring, and just
not feeding their souls.

As a pastor I may get a stronger dosage of their views. When others ﬁnd out what I do, I o>en hear quite a bit
about why church is not for them. The ones I ﬁnd encouraging are those capable of describing a hunger not
sa"sﬁed by any subs"tutes they’ve discovered.
Several years ago, Lillian Daniel wrote a book, When Spiritual But Not Religious Is Not Enough. Here’s a brief
excerpt to give you a taste:
As the scripture (She’s referring to 2 Peter 3:13) today tells us, “In accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.” We can’t sit
back and simply feel gra!tude, or feel lucky. No, as Chris!ans we expect more, way more, like
a new heaven and a new earth, and because we follow Jesus, we be&er expect to be involved
in making it happen, alongside other people.
She tells the story of a young fellow who was new to church and going through Christmas
and a Christmas pageant for only the second "me in his life. He complains loudly, “Do you
mean to tell me that we’re doing exactly the same story we did last year?”
She concludes that story, no"ng that “today that youngster is grown up and has been blessed by the repe!!on
that gives his chao!c days meaning. In a world that demands that everything be a one-!me-only original produc!on, the church remains a place to remember that there is a someone much be&er than we are at original
crea!ons.”
As my life now includes many repe""ons of Christmas and Easter, weekly worship and special occasions, I
can tes"fy to how I’ve been nourished. Each "me I read a passage of Scripture, no ma9er how many "mes I’ve
been through it before, I ﬁnd something new. God speaks to me in unexpected and fresh ways, in part because
I’ve gone back and asked God to bless the familiar with fresh grace.
How blessed we are to feel fed by the work of the church, the ministry of God’s people, and the joy of worship
in communion with God and with one another. What a challenge we face to con"nue invi"ng those who don’t
yet feel the joy we feel, who don’t yet recognize the presence of God nurturing and sustaining them.
In my brief "me with you, I look forward to encouraging you to ﬁnd more and compelling ways to witness to
friends and family, neighbors and co-workers, about how God is feeding you through The Presbyterian Church
of Wyoming, and how they too might know that joy!

Faithfully, Chris Torrey

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY K

R
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ecognizing Jesus Within and In Our Midst - A Six-Week Women’s Bible Study on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
April 10 - May 15th , taught by Pastor Lisa. Jesus made many appearances a>er his resurrec"on; in a
garden, on a beach, on a road, at a dinner table. Join us as we study these experiences and reﬂect on where
the risen Christ is revealed in our everyday lives. Please sign up on the table in the Gathering Area or let
Pastor Lisa know you are interested in joining the discussion.

EASTER PEOPLE FROM PASTOR LISAA

W

hen I was in High School, I remember one of my pastors preaching an Easter Sermon
that has stuck with me over the years. He said “In a Good Friday world, we are Easter
People.” With so much unfolding in the world and a great deal of division around us, it would
be easy to get caught up in the nega"vity of it all. Yet through Easter God shows us another
way, a way of hope in the Lord.
“In a Good Friday world, we are Easter People.” At Easter God shows us that life is stronger
than death. At Easter God reveals that peace is more prevalent than violence. At Easter God proves that love
is more powerful than sin. Indeed, “In a Good Friday world, we are Easter People.” With so much news and
informa"on coming at us each day, we yearn for the Good News of Jesus Christ. The Good News this Easter is
that hope is here. That Good Friday and all that it entails, with the suﬀering, pain, and anger unleashed, does
not have the last word. That God’s love is stronger than anything in its way and that God provides a way of
hope in the midst of it all.
As Chris"ans we place our hope in something outside ourselves; we
place our hope in God and in Christ whose love is made known to us on
the cross, and that the Holy Spirit calls us, enlightens us, and shows us
the way. As we are renewed in Easter’s promise of resurrec"on and new
life, we are drawn to hope. “In a Good Friday World, we are Easter People.”
As Easter People we hear the good news in John 3:16-17 “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him”. As “Easter People” we begin to see this “Good Friday world” through Easter
eyes. We are reminded in Genesis that God made this world and called it good. As Easter People we have
hope that God is restoring crea"on. God calls us to be a people of reconcilia"on, forgiveness, co-creators with
God.
We see it again and again in Scripture as God invites the people of faith into deeper rela"onship with God.
Where Abraham and Sarah only saw an ending, God made a new beginning. When the Hebrews thought that
they would be enslaved forever in Egypt, God sent them Moses, their liberator. When the people thought
that there was no way through the wilderness, God made a way for them.
God con"nues to guide and provide, and at Easter we ﬁnd, as Paul declared in Romans 8: 38-39, For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all crea!on, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. God’s love and grace is eternal; it is for us in the future; it is for us today. We are indeed
“Easter People” living in the hope of God.

LADS AND LASSIES PRESCHOOL FROM STACY AKERSL

T

his month the preschool students were
treated to a performance by "The Corner"
starring PCW’s very own Adam Hayden and his
partner Vern. The infec"ous energy and musical
storytelling had the children spellbound!
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2018 CONFIRMATION STUDENTS FROM ADAM HAYDEN

J

esus was not an idea. He was a real person who lived a real life on earth, and He is our example of how to
live our lives. With that in mind, our conﬁrma"on students have been mee"ng people from around the city
who are living out their faith in real, tangible ways. Last month we met Alex Harbin of Iron Sharpens Iron. Alex
started his own gym and workout ministry. He helps people strengthen both their physical and spiritual bodies.
He talked with our students about the importance of living all of our lives with passion and purpose.
Purpose without passion gets kind of boring, and passion without purpose just isn’t enough to get us through
some"mes. But both of those working in tandem allow us to live out who God has called us to be. We pray and
hope that our seven conﬁrma"on students con"nue to learn and grow into the ﬁne young people God has created them to be! Thanks to Sawyer, Zoe, Zach, Tyler, Robert, Isaac, and Cynthia for opening up yourselves to
the possibili"es that God has in store. We are proud of you!

Sawyer
Cartwright

Zoë Goode

Zach Goode

Tyler Fenlon

Robert Kitchin Isaac Towne Cynthia Towne

WOMEN’S MINI-RETREAT K

W

omen, mark your calendars for a Women’s Mini-Retreat on Friday, April
27, from 6-9 p.m. at Pastor Lisa’s home. Bring some food to share or simply
come as you are able. Pastor Lisa will lead us in Lec"o Divina (sacred reading of
scripture), small group sharing, and prayer as we munch on food together.
Our focus text will reﬂect on Jesus’ invita"on in Ma9hew 11: 28
"Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens and I will give you
rest." We pray that this is an event where you will ﬁnd "rest for your souls!"

Please email Pastor Lisa at lisab@pcwyoming.org or leave a message on her church phone at 821-8735 ext.
105 if you would like to a9end.

THE HEALING SPACE K

H

ealthRHYTHMS is a drumming group that u"lizes a recrea"onal music protocol to
promote connec"on, teamwork, emo"onal regula"on, stress management, immune
system balance, and a sense of fulﬁllment. Seven research studies support the eﬀec"veness of this 6-week protocol, including improvements at the gene"c level.
Date/Time: 6 Thursdays, 7-8:30 pm from April 5th to May 10th
Cost: Free-will dona"ons welcomed for The Healing Space of Cincinna"
Registra"on: RSVP to Chris"ne Graeter at TightropeBalance@gmail.com or 513-832-0686.
Class size limited to 15. Designed for all levels of musical experience and abili"es. Drums and other percussion instruments will be provided, or you may bring your own. Join us to share a fun approach for empowering your holis"c health!
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

Session opened with prayer and a devo"on period led by Rev. Torrey. He started by encouraging us of
the awareness of the Holy Spirit and introduced Session to the many resources available to assist elders
in their roles as church leaders.

•

The Interim Search Team reported on their work and received Session approval on a job descrip"on and
contract, following Presbytery guidelines that will be oﬀered to candidates for the Interim posi"on. A>er
Commi9ee on Ministry approval of both documents, the Team expects to start interviewing candidates in
late April. They an"cipate that the candidate selected will not be presented for Session approval un"l
May. Copies of both documents will be available in the gathering area.

•

Session approved moving funds from two opera"ng funds to the Founda"on to earn a be9er return.
All funds can be returned to PCW as needed.

•

Young Congrega"ons reported on the Youth Auc"on and the programming to include parents and youth.
Session approved a revised and updated Child Protec"on Policy "tled “Guidelines for Children and Youth
Volunteers”.

•

Session approved a proposal to enable The Healing Space to use church facili"es for large group
programs.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES FROM RON STOERKERR
FEBRUARY 2018 SUMMARY

2018 Budget

Percent

2018 YTD

2017 YTD

564,643

91.0%

112,183

119,401

Founda"on Support

33,000

5.5%

0

0

Other Income

11,000

1.75%

1,173

1,558

Designated Benevolence

10,000

1.75%

228

221

113,584

121,180

INCOME
Congrega"onal Support

Total Income

618,643

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Opera"ng (building & u"li"es)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: opera ng

403,581

64%

72,802

69,365

16,860

3%

1,365

623

154,191

24%

26,691

20,796

58,000

9%

1,473

834

0

0

2,000

632,632

102,331

93,618

<13,989>

11,253

27,562

KEENAGERS

P

lease note, there is not a Keenager event scheduled for April.
Stay tuned for details for an event for Keenagers in May.
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UPDATE FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEEE

A

s our group begins the search for an Interim Senior Pastor, we wanted to share details on the process so
that the congrega"on is fully aware of what’s happening. If you have ques"ons a>er reading this update,
please contact any one of the commi9ee members listed below or either of our ministers for more informa"on.
Help from the Presbytery - Our General Presbyter (Rev. Dr. Nancy Kahaian) has been heavily involved in leading PCW through this "me of transi"on. From the moment Pastor Ed tendered his resigna"on, Nancy stepped
in to provide guidance based on her years of experience with churches facing the same issues we’re facing.
We are very fortunate to have her with us on this journey.
Forma:on of the Interim Search Commi;ee - Upon Ed’s resigna"on Session appointed a group of 4 installed
church leaders (3 Elders, 1 Deacon) as the Interim minister search commi9ee. Our role is to write the job
descrip"on for the Interim (copies available in the lobby near the Great Room): then through a series of interviews, iden"fy a candidate for hiring by our Session. The goal is to have a candidate hired by June 1st.
Hiring an Interim Pastor vs. Permanent Pastor - Interim pastors are hired by the Session. The Interim minister is not conﬁrmed by the congrega"on. This person will have the skill set necessary to help PCW through
this current period of change as we discern our church iden"ty and mission. This discernment of PCW iden"ty
and mission is the work of the Session and the congrega"on. The Presbyterian tradi"on is to ensure congrega"ons discern their iden"ty and mission, then ﬁnd a minister who aligns with that direc"on (rather than a
church adop"ng the iden"ty of a pastor). Thus, the mission of the PNC will be to ﬁnd a permanent head of
staﬀ who aligns with our church direc"on. When the mission study of PCW is complete, the Session reviews
the mission study, along with the COM of the Presbytery, before we move to the search process for a new
pastor/head of staﬀ.
The Role of an Interim Pastor - Given the role of an Interim pastor is to help our congrega"on through our
current period of change, they must be especially equipped to assist on crucial short-term items necessary for
the long-term health of the church. To that end the role of the Interim is by nature rela"vely short-lived and
ﬁnite (i.e. not to be considered for permanent installa"on).
Below are the 5 main areas our Interim minister will focus on to help PCW move forward:
1. COMING TO TERMS WITH HISTORY: The Interim Pastor will help the congrega"on examine pa9erns in its
past history and address the feelings which have accompanied the departure of Pastor Ed. O>en when a pastor leaves, some feel grief, whereas others feel relief; healing and coming together again as a church are cri"cally important.
2. DISCOVERING A NEW IDENTITY: The Interim Pastor will convene a visioning process, engaging the Session
and the en"re congrega"on to develop a plan for mission that helps PCW emerge with a clearer sense of its
iden"ty, what it is in rela"onship to its community, and what God needs PCW to accomplish in the community
and region to be faithful to its call.
3. SHIFTS OF POWER: The Interim Pastor will help the leadership of PCW broaden and diversify its leadership
base and help develop skills and competencies for current and emerging leadership at PCW. Role clarity between oﬃcers, leaders, and staﬀ will be a part of this process.
4. RETHINKING AND RENEWING DENOMINATIONAL TIES: The Interim Pastor will assist session to strengthen
its Presbyterian iden"ty (in addi"on to being a community church), and encourage its partnership with the
Presbytery and neighboring Presbyterian congrega"ons. This transi"on "me is an excellent opportunity for
PCW to re-engage and oﬀer the gi> of membership to assist the broader mission and ministry of the Presbytery in this region.
(Con"nued on next page)
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UPDATE FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE (CONT.)E
5. PREPARING FOR NEW PASTORAL LEADERSHIP AND NEW FUTURE: The Interim Pastor will assist PCW in
learning from its past systemic pa9erns of congrega"onal life, discover its purpose and mission for ministry in
Wyoming and the region, thereby surfacing a set of pastoral leadership skills and competencies which are an
appropriate ﬁt for PCW as it looks toward a faithful future. The fruit of this transi"onal learning process is
renewed clarity regarding the mission of PCW and the necessary appropriate pastoral leadership to fulﬁll that
mission.
We hope this provides clarity on what’s happening in the process to iden"fy an Interim minister (and next
steps beyond that). We would ask that you pray for us, the current staﬀ, and the Interim pastor process and
candidate. We are happy to talk if you have ques"ons or concerns!
Leslie Mowry (Chair), Bill Morley (Secretary), Susan Volle9e, John S"ckney

24-HOUR PRAYER VIGIL FROM THE MEN OF PCWW

T

he men of PCW are planning to host a 24-hour prayer vigil event on Friday, April 20th..
The event will be kicked oﬀ by a simple supper star"ng at 6:30 p.m.

We realize that not everyone can be onsite for this "me of fellowship. For those who cannot
be there and would like to par"cipate, we can oﬀer some tools and/or guides for you. We
invite you to pray where you
are if you cannot be at PCW during this "me. We’ll have sign-ups for 1-hour "me slots for prayer onsite.
The vigil will be centered on praying for others, our church, the global community, and for each other.
There will be no cost for the meal. Come for fellowship and join in the prayers, however you are inspired.
6:30 p.m. – Dinner 7 p.m. - Music, Prayer & Devo"on 8 p.m.– Start of the 24-Hour Vigil
Please contact Kevin Lawson (kevin.lawson@earnestassoc.com) or Rich Uhle (uhle@fuse.net) for details.

CONNIE’S CORNER FROM CONNIE GOLDENN
JANUARY 3, 1942 - MARCH 14, 2018

T

hree hundred years to the day a>er the death of Galileo, Stephen William Hawking was born. He lived 76
years and died on Albert Einstein's 139th birthday (and also Pi day). In his book, A Brief History of Time, he
said, "If we do discover a complete theory (of the universe), it should, in "me, be understandable in broad principle
by everyone, not just a few scien"sts...then we shall all, philosophers, scien"sts and just ordinary people be able to
take part in the discussion of 'why it is that we and the universe exist.' ...If we ﬁnd the answer to that, it would be
the ul"mate triumph of human reason - for then we would know the mind of God."
The news about Dr. Hawking's death was shocking. My romance with his ﬁne mind and thoughts began a long while
ago. I sought to see him through the untouched-by-ALS eyes to his very Soul. He loved music and made many references to the organiza"on and connec"on of music to math and science with his numerous analogies. He said about
his disability that, "I want to show that people need not be limited by physical handicaps as long as they are not disabled in spirit."
I rarely cry at funerals or news of death, even of a loved one. But this morning I cry even as I write this brief
response. I will miss the ﬁne mind, the eyes to the Soul. Most of all, I will miss the Spirit which is and was
Stephen Hawking.
From the NLT Bible, Philippians 4:8
And now, dear brothers and sisters, one ﬁnal thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right,
and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about such things that are excellent and worthy of praise.
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EASTER BOXESD

T

hank you to Kevin Helser and to all who came out to help pack 150 Easter boxes for Valley Interfaith
Community Resource Center (VICRC) to support those who are hungry in our community. What a blessing!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
PCW SPECIAL EVENTS
April 10th, 17th, 24th

Women’s Bible Study at 7 p.m.

April 20th

24-Hour Prayer Vigil at 6:30 p.m.

April 27th

Women’s Mini-Retreat at 6 p.m. (at Pastor Lisa’s)

Visit pcwyoming.org for a complete calendar of events.

