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UNIFIED WORSHIP

W

e are wring to share some creave plans being set in place for the summer that will help to
draw us together as a congrega.on, will help with some of the processes of our Pastoral
Discernment Team, will look at some areas Session has been praying about, and will also be a reﬂecon of what Jesus asked of his followers in John 17. In 17:20-23, Jesus prays for his followers that we
will be one just as God is one. Jesus prays this and speaks to how the world will see the church’s unity
and will come to believe as a result. This summer, we are going to explore a way of living that out
here at PCW.
From June 18 through August 13, we will move to a uniﬁed worship service on Sunday morning at
10 a.m. in the Sanctuary instead of our regular three services. The focus in these uniﬁed services
will be on the ways that God is calling us to grow deeper in our faith, grow with one another in Christ,
and grow out toward the world we are called to serve. Many of the Sundays will also have what we
are calling PlusOne opportunies a0er the service for further growth and community. More details
on each of these will be shared in the coming weeks. On the second page of this le1er, you’ll ﬁnd a
list of quesons that you may have about what the mornings might look like.
As the Pastoral Discernment Team has done its sensing work, one desire that was clear from the congregaon was to build a be1er sense of community for the church and to cross some of the boundaries we have within PCW today, our worship service mes being one of those boundaries. Moving
to a summer uniﬁed service will give us an opportunity to worship together in new ways. We understand that change is not easy but we ask that everyone be willing to jump into this exploraon with an
open heart and open mind for how God will use this to grow us in faith, to grow with one another,
and to grow out into the world we are called to serve.
The Pastoral Discernment Team will be using this as a .me to learn more about what is most valued
for us in the worship and community life of our church. Each week, members of the PDT will be
present to ask for feedback about how you are (or aren’t) inspired by what you experience. Your
responses will help to guide them on what is most important to our church as they connue to work
using the Presbytery of Cincinna’s Transformaon 2.0 process.
Addionally, this shi0 will also give us an opportunity to take a step back from what we currently
do in worship to help plan what our worship services will look like as we return to three services on
August 20. In parcular, Session has been praying about how to “re-imagine” what the future Visions
service should look like as a result of their recent work to look at key areas of a1enon for our future
growth as a church.
On the pages that follow are some quesons that might be already in your mind as you read this.
Take a look over those quesons, and if you have further ones, please do not hesitate to contact any
of us listed below. Ulmately, we do ask that you prayerfully and enthusias.cally jump into this
explora.on this summer. We believe that it has wonderful poten.al for us to grow us in Christ,
to grow us together as the body of Christ, and to grow us toward reaching out to the world.

Grace & Peace,
PCW Pastoral Discernment Team
PCW Worship Team
PCW Session

Rev. Dr. Edward Goode
Rev. Lisa Bernheisel
(Con,nued on page 4)

The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming 225 Wyoming Ave. Cincinna,, OH 45215 513. 821.8735

WHAT IS WORSHIP? FROM PASTOR ED

T

here are few quesons in a church that are more loaded than “What is worship?”. The responses
to that queson run the gamut…Worship is…praising God…liturgy…Scripture…music…band…organ..
choir…sermon…8a, 9a, or 11a…tradional…contemporary…and the list could go on. In my opinion one
of the best statements about what worship is comes from the Worship secon of the PCUSA Book of
Order, which says:

Chris,an worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. In worship the
people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. As they respond to God’s claim and
redemp,ve ac,on in Jesus Christ, believers are transformed and renewed. In worship the faithful oﬀer
themselves to God and are equipped for God’s service in the world.
I love this perspecve because it reﬂects how worship is an interacon between the
Triune God (Creang Father, Redeeming Son, and Sustaining Holy Spirit) and humanity. It acknowledges that God is in the midst, but worship is our oﬀering of ourselves and the transformaon that comes for how we are to be witnesses in the
world for Christ. It also reﬂects how worship is a deeply personal act – it gets to the
core of who we are, changes who we are, and shapes who we will be.
It is because of this deep personal sense that worship is the place more than any
other in most congregaons that can foster the greatest unity or create the deepest
divisions. We are blessed here at PCW to have three amazing worship experiences on Sunday mornings, each one
of our services is unique and has been and connues to be a blessing for people who enter those mes. God’s
Word is proclaimed through the spoken word, through music, through liturgy, through community. But amid the
blessings that are present, there are aspects we need to address.
One of those is in the exploraon we are doing this summer with the uniﬁed worship services at 10 a.m., starng on
June 18. We know that this will be a challenge for some people who are used to the me they normally parcipate
in worship or are comfortable with a certain style that they prefer. But the Session felt very strongly through the
leadership of the Worship Team’s inial idea (of July for uniﬁed services) and the Pastoral Discernment Team (who
requested expanding it) that we needed to work on how we are worshipping together as one body of believers. So
we hope that you will enter this exploraon with an expectaon of how God will use this in a beauful way. Not
everything in every service will connect with everyone, but do you remember the 60% model I menoned in a sermon a few weeks ago? Expect that at least 60% of what you experience in worship will connect with you while also
knowing that the other 40% may be for connecng with someone else.
The other part of worship for this summer surrounds the Visions service. While music from the Visions Band will be
a part of the services this summer along with more tradional forms of music, we will not be in the Great Room
with the “normal” Visions service. We plan to use some of the me this summer to look deeply at what God is calling the Visions service to be for our community today and into the future. We are people of a tradion that calls us
to be “once reformed, always reforming according to the Word of God and the call of the Spirit”, and the Session
feels that this is a me where there is a srring of the Spirit around the Visions service. Towards that end, we will
be seMng up a gathering on June 11th at 11 a.m. for anyone who has a heart around the Visions service to come
and to share their reﬂecons of where we have been with the service and where the Spirit is srring in you for this
part of our worship life. This will be a structured me of sharing with the focus on looking back on what has been
with Visions (the blessings and challenges) and then moving into ideas about what it can be going forward. We will
share more details of this gathering as we get closer.
I am excited for the new opportunies srring through and in worship this summer. I am grateful to be part of a
community of faith that has a deep passion and heart for Christ and how that can be expressed through worship.
And most of all, I am excited to see where the Lord will lead us in all of our worship services in the months and
years ahead.
Grace & Peace, Pastor Ed
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DISCERNMENT FROM PASTOR LISACC

G

race to you and peace. Nine months ago I began serving as the Interim Associate Pastor at The
Presbyterian Church of Wyoming. In this me I have seen the church intenonally listen for God’s
future and connue to make Christ’s presence known. The Pastoral Discernment Team and
Session have been gathering informaon as they pray, read scripture, and listen for the Holy Spirit to
guide the church. Proverbs 29:18 states that “without a vision, the people perish”, and in this interim
me, we connue to be prayerful as we listen to hear God’s vision for The Presbyterian Church of
Wyoming today.
Any change in leadership invites the church into a me of careful discernment as the church remembers the past, idenﬁes how the Holy Spirit has uniquely gi0ed this congregaon in the present, and prepares for where God is calling the
church. This process takes a long me as God’s will for our future is discerned in community, among people sharing
their experiences a0er prayer and scripture study.
Times of change in leadership can also be mes of uncertainty and anxiety. Think about our own lives as we go through
life changes: a new birth, graduaons, weddings, moving, changes in our health, rerement, death, etc. In the midst of
all of life’s and instuonal changes, God is here, constantly steadfast and present. Hebrews 13:8 promises “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” It is He in who we put our trust and ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance
and wisdom. As I have served in interim mes at other congregaons, I have noced that change and new beginnings
start around nine months into the interim me. Here we are! The Holy Spirit is srring in and among the people of The
Presbyterian Church of Wyoming, inving the church to pay a1enon to what God has in store.
As we idenfy and celebrate the gi0s of this congregaon, we are called to look as
well for the growing edges and invitaons for change. The Presbyterian Church of
Wyoming is gi0ed with music ministry, an intenonal focus on mission, an annual
men’s retreat, The Healing Space, Lads and Lassies’ Preschool, and youth ministry.
From prayerful discernment and listening sessions, the church is being encouraged
to have more direct communicaon, intenonal worship, increased fellowship
oﬀerings, expanded caring ministry, addional women’s ministries and senior ministries.

This month please pray for the leadership of the church. Pray with the staﬀ. With all of the changes and transions, it is
a me to turn to God. As we hear in the book of Acts 17:28, God is “the one in whom we live and move and have our
being.” We are not called to ﬁgure it out alone; God is with the church, guiding the people into God’s future.
In Christ,

Pastor Lisa

SUMMER CAMPS FROM THE HEALING SPACECC
WELLNESS CAMP FOR KIDS!
Kids ages 6-9 will learn fun, everyday coping skills to help them deal with the
challenges of being a child in this crazy, fast world. June 12-16 and July 10-14. Cost is
$200. Please contact Larita Hayden to sign up. laritahayden@hotmail.com
MINDFULNESS FOR TWEENS & PARENTS
5-day camp for tweens and parents. June 5-9 OR July 17-21. Ages: 10-13 years.
This course will help tweens: recognize emotions and practice emotional calming; recognize stress and how their bodies “do” stress; identify stressors and develop a plan to cope; practice quick turn-around techniques for challenging
situations, like test-anxiety or social challenges; explore how the brain works; learn how to shift focus to stop anxious
or repetitive thoughts. In this course parents will receive: the ability to attend classes with your child if you choose;
informational parent letters on what your tween-ager learned in class; mp3 recordings of meditation practices for practice; ideas and feedback to best support your tween; ideas on setting up spaces for meditation; meditation apps, and
more. Cost: $120. Register at www.spiritedgrowth.com/tween Inquiries: renee@spiritedgrowth.com or
513.289.6759.
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UNIFIED WORSHIP (CONTINUED)
Frequently Asked Quesons about Summer Uniﬁed Services
What will the services look like?
The services will follow a consistent order of worship with many of the elements that you are familiar
with. Musically, we will be focusing on making sure that the music that is used will be guided by the
scriptural focus for the morning. Each Sunday will include a blend of music that you might currently hear in the Sanctuary or Visions services.
But ____ music/liturgy speaks to me more…
It is true that certain people connect with God through speciﬁc styles of worship more than others. However, what
doesn’t speak or connect with one person might deeply connect with another. Keep in mind that what inspires you
might diﬀer from what inspires someone else. Taking joy in your neighbor’s inspiraon is an example of what our high
schoolers so eloquently described on Youth Sunday when they talked of “loving your neighbor.” Who knows? You
might even like it!
What are some of the other things happening this summer?
The PlusOne events that we will do on Sundays will be connected to the themes of the services. There will be service
opportunies, fun events, mes to bless and connect, and so much more. We hope you’ll ﬁnd them to be a blessing!!!
What does the Pastoral Discernment Team hope to learn from this?
The PDT has heard that our church wants to connect with one another more and to cross some of the boundaries that
separate us today. One obvious boundary today is between our diﬀerent types of services. We know that each of the
diﬀerent services is at a convenient me for those who a1end and each speaks in its own ways. We’d like to learn how
important an increased sense of community is as compared to the mes and worship styles that our members have
come to love.
Does this mean we are going to get rid of the ____service on an ongoing basis?
That is not our plan. All three current services were created for a reason and each speaks to a certain group of people.
This is NOT a pilot trial before implementaon. It is truly an exploraon.
Does this mean I have to dress diﬀerently if I want to come to church?
Come as you like. If you are comfortable in shorts and sandals, come that way. If you’d like to wear a jacket and e or
a dress and a hat, do that or anything in between. Simply come with a heart ready to grow with Jesus, with others, and
towards the world. If you want to bring a cup of coﬀee with you into worship, that’s just ﬁne too.
Does the sanctuary have enough room for everyone?
We typically see lighter a1endance in the summer months than during the rest of the year. That’s part of the reason
that we chose to try this exploraon during the summer. If we need extra seats, we’ll bring them in! We believe that
having all the people in one service should add to the energy of the services, as opposed to that empty feeling we
somemes get in the summer.
Why will the services only be in the sanctuary?
The primary reason for this is that with a service at 10 a.m., we wanted to keep things consistent for everyone coming
to worship rather than trying to remember which Sunday is in which room. The other factor is that New Life Covenant’s
service is at 11 a.m. and remaining in the sanctuary will allow them to keep their service me consistent as well.
Will we save money by having one service?
We do think that we’ll have slightly reduced cooling expenses as a result of one service, but the savings will be negligible. We also expect to save a small amount of money through uniﬁed music, as we expect we will not pay for all our
professional musicians every week. This will help to oﬀset the costs associated with any PlusOne events.
What does this explora.on have to do with pastoral discernment?
We are trying to learn who we are as a church and who we want to be as a church. By trying something diﬀerent, we
will start to learn about what is important in terms of trade-oﬀs. We’re looking at all aspects of the church and staﬃng
to try to understand what we might need as a church as we go forward.
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SUMMER EVENTS WITH THE LIGHTHOUSE BOYS FROM BILL MORLEY

A

s the weather warms and we move toward summer break, there are
increased opportunies to take part in our ministry with the Lighthouse Boys. On May 13th we enjoyed a great oung with nine of the boys
to Carter’s Cave State Park in Kentucky. It was a beauful day for our picnic, cave tour and then playing in the river. Each me we get the boys out
into nature you can see them relax as they get to leave their troubles behind for a while.
Rugby has also started with Coach Rich Uhle leading. This year we have
expanded the program by geMng jerseys for the boys, and we are hoping
to get them into a game before the end of June. This acvity happens every Thursday night from 6:30 and includes a DQ stop, so please contact Rich
if you can help out by coming out to cheer for the boys.
We are planning on three more outdoor events in the next few months. We will take the boys ﬁshing at Lake Isabell, we
will also be bringing them out to the church to help with landscaping, and ﬁnally, one of the highlights of the year, we will
take the trip to Lakehouse for a day of water fun in July. We can use more volunteers for all these opportunies, so please
contact Bill Morley for more details.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS - MAY, 2017 FROM DON HOFFMAN
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cheryl Albrecht led Session in a discussion of the “Characteriscs of Servant Leaders”
David Walton and members of the Pastoral Discernment Team reviewed the work of the team and proposed
excing recommendaons that would enhance our summer worship experience
Session accepted gi0s from the families of Be1y Duncan and Leah Lewis
Session connued to discuss the work of its Nehemiah process and connued to plan changes for the coming year.
Session agreed to begin sharing informaon from this process this summer
Jim Falkensne reported that annual evaluaons for senior staﬀ are under way
Thanked Barbara Marty, Doug Hutchens, Jon Marty, Leslie Pease and Jeﬀ van Fossen for their service as elders

DEACON UPDATE

T

he Deacons are those in the congregaon called speciﬁcally by the church to
the ministry of caring. Deacons live this out
through study, prayer, being present to
those in mes of transion and loss and
oﬀer hospitality.
If you would like a Deacon to visit or pray
with you, please let Pastor Lisa or Deacon
Moderator John Sckney know. We are
here for you, with you, in mes of change
and need.
Addionally, this month, we will share the
joy and power of the Holy Spirit as we
deliver red geraniums at Pentecost, June 4,
to those who are homebound, shut in and
others.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES
APRIL 2017 SUMMARY
INCOME
Congregaonal Support
Foundaon Support
Other Income
Designated Benevolence
Total Income
EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Beneﬁts
Ministry Areas
Operang (building & ulies)
Benevolences
Transfer to Property Reserve
Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure:
operang

2017
Budget

Percent

2017 YTD

2016 YTD

619,900
27,500
11,000
15,000
673,400

92%
4%
2%
2%

208,356
0
9,479
625
218,460

191,971
0
4,884
668
197,523

440,907
18,210
156,674

64%
3%
22%

145,524
3,695
43,168

154,086
6,149
39,852

63,000
15,000

9%
2%

3,603
3,700

3,964
6,000

199,690
18,770

210,051
<12,528>

693,791
<20,391>

Personnel costs are $8500 less due to changes in the Associate Pastor posi,on plus
the fact that the organist has been on an interim basis since Jan. 1.
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LADS AND LASSIES FROM STACY AKRES

Alex Peairs crossing
the ﬁnish line

Ausn Marty crossing
the ﬁnish line

T

his month our Super Preschoolers ran in the 3rd Lads and Lassies Save the Day 1K! We dressed up in our
favorite super hero aMre and ran around the track at Wyoming High School...about 2 mes around is a 1K. The students asked friends and family to sponsor them and raised enough money to buy 4,500 power packs for the Free Store
Foodbank's Power Pack Program. The Power Packs provide food to children in need over weekends and breaks from
school. The event also raised enough money to purchase/replace a few furniture items in the preschool classrooms!
Lads and Lassies Community Preschool would like to thank PCW for a great school year! A special thank you to Bob and
Mary for helping to make the preschool safe, well maintained and clean for the children and their families, and to Mr.
Adam for volunteering his me in The Studio this year. If there was ever a hesitaon from a child about going into The
Studio, a simple "Mr. Adam is in there" resulted in a race to The Studio door.

FORMER YOUTH GROUP MEMBER NAMED WYOMING DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 2017

S

ylvia Lin, a 1989 Wyoming graduate and member of our youth groups in the late 80’s, was one of two
recipients of the 2017 Disnguished Alumni Award. Sylvia came back to the school in April to accept the award
and talk to the students about her success. Community service has been a huge part of her success, and in her acceptance speech to the students she credited her youth group and mission trip experiences to seMng her on this path.
Below is part of her bio and a picture from the 1986 Biloxi, Mississippi, mission trip including a couple of other faces
you might recognize.
“Sylvia has an appreciaon and passion for
community service. She was introduced to
Habitat for Humanity during her high school
years and dedicated two decades of volunteering with the organizaon. Throughout college
and her professional career, she connued
working with naonal organizaons such as
Habitat and Junior Achievement, as well as with
local groups such as soup kitchens and Meals
on Wheels programs. Sylvia has served on nonproﬁt boards for Alliance for Women’s Equity
and Public Prep Network Charter Schools. Her
connued dedicaon to community service is
both a valued personal accomplishment and
a rewarding endeavor.”
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PCW MEMBER IN NEED OF A KIDNEY TRANSPLANT

J

oyce Lei]eit, a member of our church who sings in the choir, is in need of a kidney transplant. She is a Special Educaon teacher and a musician. Joyce is currently working on obtaining a Doctorate of Educaonal Leadership with a focus on curriculum and instrucon. A0er a year of study Joyce learned that she needed a kidney transplant. Several family members of hers have diabetes and are not possible candidates. While watching her family’s struggle with diabetes
she came to the conclusion that kidney donaons are a gi0 from God. Her theory is that as God created humans, He decided to give each person two kidneys, one for the created being and one as a gi0 to share with others. Joyce was on the
donor list for all organs unl around the me she became a diabec. Unfortunately, due to her condion, she was not
able to donate a kidney to her brother who was in need of one. However, he did receive a kidney a0er 6 years on the
kidney transplant list.
A kidney transplant or kidney exchange is when a “donor will donate their kidney to another person while a “paired
recipient” or another person waing for a kidney receives a kidney from a diﬀerent donor. These types of exchanges or
swaps o0en result in the compable pairs geMng a be1er kidney match” (Naonal Kidney Registry).
Some facts you may be interested in:
“Kidneys from living donors are superior, because they last nearly twice as long as kidneys transplanted from deceased donors” (Naonal Kidney Register).
If you are not a match for a recipient, your kidney will be given to a recipient that does match, and a matching kidney
will be exchanged for the recipient that was not compable.
Time ma1ers. Studies indicate the less me a paent is on dialysis, the more chances the transplant will be successful.
If diabetes runs in your family, it does not mean you cannot donate a kidney or put your life in danger if you get diabetes at a later date. When kidney damage is the result of the diabec condion, both kidneys are damaged, and
they mirror each other. So if you have one kidney, your chances are the same as if you had two kidneys.
Please consider becoming a kidney donor for Joyce and giving her the gi0 of life. For more informaon contact, Tricia A.
Monson, tricia.monson@TheChristHospital.com, 513-585-1440. The Christ Hospital Health Network, Auburn Ave., Room
5089; Cincinna, Ohio 45219

VISIT TO SKIRBALL MUSEUM

W

e are planning a senior oung to Skirball Museum at Hebrew Union College on
Thursday, June 22. We’ll meet at the church at 10 a.m. and car pool to the museum.
Our free tour begins at 11 a.m. This is an opportunity to learn more about the Old Testament and gain greater awareness about the Jewish faith. A0er the museum tour we will
have lunch somewhere in Cli0on. Please let Pastor Lisa know if you will join us.

The Skirball Museum is one of the oldest collecons of Jewish cultural arfacts in America,
exploring 4000 years of Jewish life and culture, highlighng themes of immigraon, worship, customs, community and family life. The collecon of over 1000 arfacts and art form the basis of their exhibion,
An Eternal People: The Jewish Experience.

NEW LIFE COVENANT NIGHT OF WORSHIPB

O

n Friday, June 16th, at 7:00 p.m. New Life Covenant Cincinna will hold the
second installment of their Night of Worship: "I Belong to You." Several
members of PCW were present this past March as NLCC hosted the ﬁrst Night of
Worship for 2017. Worshippers of various ages, ethnicies, denominaons gathered to experience a me In His Presence. The desire of Pastors Sadell & Sherman Bradley and Worship Leader Robert Johnson is to foster an atmosphere
where lovers of Jesus can gather together and worship Him unrestrained. There
is a River of the Glory of God to be experienced. Ezekiel 47 explains that everywhere the River ﬂows, the Lord brings healing and new life. You’re invited to join
with us! We’d love to see you there!
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Please Pray
for our
Youth Mission
Trips!
June 18-24

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
8:30am Bible Study
6:00 NLCC Rehearsal
6:30 Chancel Choir
7:00 Girl Scouts

2
6:15am Bible Study

3
10:00a Scout Court
of Honor
12:30 NLCC Rehearsal

4 Pentecost Sunday
8 & 11 Tradional Worship
9:00 Visions Worship
9:30 NLCC Adult Ed
10:00 Adult Ed
10:15 Upper Room Class
11:00 NLCC Worship

5
7:00p Finance Commi1ee
7:00 Worship Commi1ee
7:45 Boy Scouts

6
7:30 Men’s Bible Study
9:15 Prayer Meeng
10:30 Staﬀ Meeng
7:00 Narcocs Anonymous
7:30 Visions Band Rehearsal

7
7:30a Owen Study Grp.
7:00 NLCC Bible Study

8
8:30a Bible Study
6:00 NLCC Rehearsal
7:00 Alanon

9
6:15a Bible Study

10
12:00 NLCC Rehearsal

11
9:30 NLCC Adult Ed
10:00 All Church Worship,
Great Room
11:00 Visions Vision
11:00 NLCC Worship

12
7:00 Session
7:45 Boy Scouts

13 Crossroads Deadline
7:30 Men’s Bible Study
9:15 Prayer Meeng
10:30 Staﬀ Meeng
7:00 Narcocs Anonymous
7:30 Visions Band Rehearsal

14
7:30a Owen Study Grp.
7:00 NLCC Bible Study

15
8:30am Bible Study
4:30 NLCC Rehearsal
7:00 Girl Scouts

16
6:15a Bible Study
7:00p NLCC Celebraon

17

18 Father’s Day
Communion Sunday
9:30 NLCC Adult Ed
10:00 Uniﬁed Worship
11:00 PlusOne HS Grad. Commissioning
11:00 NLCC Worship

19
7:00p Deacon’s Board
7:00 Mission Meeng
7:45 Boy Scouts

20
7:30am Men’s Bible Study
9:15 Prayer Meeng
10:30 Staﬀ Meeng
7:00 Narcocs Anonymous
7:30 Visions Band Rehearsal

21
7:30a Owen Study Grp.
7:00 NLCC Bible Study

22
23
8:30am Bible Study
6:15a Bible Study
6:00 NLCC Band Rehearsal

25
9:30 NLCC Adult Ed
10:00 Uniﬁed Worship
11:00 PlusOne Healing and Prayer
11:00 NLCC Worship

26
7:00p Worship Comm.
7:45 Boy Scouts

27
7:30 Men’s Bible Study
9:15 Prayer Meeng
10:30 Staﬀ Meeng
7:00 Narcocs Anonymous
7:00 Visions Band Rehearsal

28 Crossroads Mailing
7:30a Owen Study Grp.
7:00 NLCC Bible Study

29
30
8:30a Bible Study
6:15a Bible Study
6:00 NLCC Band Rehearsal

24

