ﬂl-IIO

.u‘m‘ ‘

W =
W w "II’Z“

¥i \ ‘_w
{CROSSROADS I M

JULY 2017 | CONNECTING with GOD, ONE ANOTHER & the WORLD

SUMMER MISSION TRIPS FROM ADAM HAYDEN & BILL MORLEY

Mission Trips
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The middle school mission trip to Steubenville,
OH, was great fun! The students helped lead
two youth camps, assisted in cleaning up the neigh-
borhood, and visited the elderly in a nursing home.
However, it was a song called “Dirty Water” by
Lecrae that became the week’s theme song. The
lyrical content gave the kids great insight into society
and challenged the kids in mighty ways. The song
deals with oppression, systematic racism, slavery,
materialism, and more. Our students really wrestled
with these societal ills in Steubenville, and the wres-
tling has just beginning.
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Plus-One
Activities

Thanks to everyone who prayed for us and created
care packages. Your dedication to the youth is
inspiring and life-changing!
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A nother amazing high school group
Mission trip wrapped up after a
powerful week of work, worship and faith
development. Thirty-two students and
eight leaders headed to McDowell county
in southern West Virginia to work on a
variety of rehab projects and the running
of a kid’s club to entertain and teach the
local kids. A wide variety of projects test-
ed all of our building skills from wiring to
structural restoration of roofs and floors.
But more importantly than the physical
building, we worked on building relation-
ships with the local people, each other and
God. The guiding passage for the week
was Romans 12:2 about transformation of
our hearts and minds to prepare us to do God's work. We came home transformed and ready to
continue God's work here in Cincinnati and all aspects of our lives.

Deacon Update

Session
Highlights

Finance

5

Maintenance

Keenagers

Hosta Garden

6

Lament
Jennifer Myhre

Valley Concert

7

PCW Calendar
8

Please join us in worship on July 16th to hear from the kids about all the fun, work and
transformation that took place.

The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming 225 Wyoming Ave.



GOD IS IN THIS PLACE! FROM PASTOR ED

Early in the morning Jacob took
pl aced ne arsetinupassasuced stonea n d
Then he poured oil on top of it.
Genesi s 28:18

This is part of the passage | preached on for Sunday, June 18.
Unfortunately, | can’t cover everything in a single sermon,
but | didn’t want to leave this verse behind until some time that
we returned to Genesis 28. If you read the whole of this pas-
sage, you see what’s happening around it — Jacob has woken
from a God-speaking dream and says, “Surely the Lord is in this
place, but | did not realize it!” and then he marks that place
when morning comes. He marks it as holy ground when he sets
up the rock as a sacred stone and pours oil on it. That was one
of the ways that people of Jacob’s time “marked” when they
encountered God.

Times have changed since Jacob’s dream, but | think there is still an innate desire we have to “capture” those
significant moments in our lives. For many it is pulling out their phone and taking a picture or video and
posting it to a social media site. For others it is sending a postcard from a place. For some, it is journaling
about it. There are lots of other ways we do it as well — those are just a few. Or maybe it is placing a special
rock in a special place just as Jacob did.

But Jacob’s marking was not just wanting to remember something interesting, but it was an intersection with
the holy — with God and a message for Jacob about who God was and how God was going to work in him. So
the marking was “God is in this place!”. How do we mark holy places and moments in life today? It may not be
a shrine or an altar or even a stone, but there is something really powerful about marking (in some way) where
you encounter God. So this summer maybe keep a small notebook with you or make a notes file on your
phone, and each day note one or two things that you experience or see of God. Then go back
every so often and see how many places where “God was in this place, but | did not realize it!”.

Grace & Peace,

Pastor Ed

SUMMER CAMP FROM THE HEALING SPACE

I\/I INDFULNESS FOR TWEENS & PARENTS SEN
Five-day camp for tweens and parents. July 17-21. Ages: 10-13 years. : <"
This course will help tweens: recognize emotions and practice emotional
calming; recognize stress and how their bodies “do” stress; identify stressors
and develop a plan to cope; practice quick turn-around techniques for chal-
lenging situations, like test-anxiety or social challenges; explore how the brain
works; learn how to shift focus to stop anxious or repetitive thoughts.

In this course parents will receive: the ability to attend classes with your child if you choose; informational
parent letters on what your tween-ager learned in class; mp3 recordings of meditation practices for practice;
ideas and feedback to best support your tween; ideas on setting up spaces for meditation; meditation apps,
and more. Cost: $120. Register at www.spiritedgrowth.com/tween. Inquiries: renee@spiritedgrowth.com
or 513-289-6759.




THE GIFT OF GENERATIONS FROM PASTOR LISA

O ne of the greatest gifts God continues to give The Presbyterian Church of Wyoming is the gift of
the generations. This congregation is truly multigenerational. God has blessed this congregation
with young people and old and everyone in between. That does not always happen in churches. Many
churches intentionally focus on a certain age group, while others have experienced a decrease of chil-
dren. Generations coming together for worship, prayer, fellowship and service is a unique experience
at PCW and is something to celebrate and encourage.

At PCW 90-year-olds actively attend and participate in worship; one continues to serve as a Deacon and comes every
Tuesday to Prayer Group and Bible Study; another schedules the bus service, and many lift the congregation in prayer.
Alongside the 90-year-olds in worship are the families with babies and young children. Here they find a welcome at the
baptismal font, through Godly Play and in the children’s sermons. Young children learn the stories of the faith and re-
mind the rest of us how to slow down and enjoy God’s creation. We become each other’s teachers of the faith as God
speaks through the different generations. It is an amazing blessing to see the generations coming together, living the
faith with one another and growing together in Christ. This is a vital congregation.

The hymn “God Is Here” contains two lines that describe church life: “here our children find a welcome” and “here the
cross has central place.” When we place the cross at the center of what we do in church and we welcome, not just chil-
dren, but all generations, God is with us. The Session would like to integrate children into worship and the life of the
congregation in a more intentional way this year. One way is by training families to be ushers and greeters on Sunday
mornings. In doing so we offer a physical sign of celebrating and encouraging different generations.

A parishioner once gave me a newspaper article entitled “Why our children
don’t need a megachurch.” The article shared the blessing of the community
churches, such as PCW, and highlighted there where children are invited to
have a unique role in the life and ministry of the congregation, the congre-
gation flourishes and God is glorified. When children and youth are encour-
aged to be ushers, greeters, readers, they grow in faith and are a loving ex-
ample of the fullness of the body of Christ. When we welcome people of all
ages, we show the love of Christ, the way of the cross.

Yet this is also a challenge for the church as we seek to be present to the
different generations and their own specific needs. We may spread ourselves too thin, trying to be everything to every-
one. That is the blessing of having the staff with a youth minister, lead pastor, and associate called to care for the differ-
ent generations. We have some programs in place that address the spiritual needs of the different generations, but
what about the opportunities to gather together to be strengthened by each other’s voices and experiences? There
may be opportunities in the future to gather the generations together again for support, prayer, encouragement and
faith formation. Wednesday evening suppers and other opportunities provided that in the past. What about today?

| remember PCW Deacon George Hufford fondly speaking before he died about the “Church Chums” program PCW had
in the past. An adults was paired up with a youth, and they spend intentional time with each other. With a congrega-
tion the size of PCW it is difficult for the pastors to connect with each and every person on an ongoing basis. If we con-
nected people together, one to another, in an intentional way, as was done through the program in the past, we can be
a more caring congregation connecting children, youth, adults and seniors.

Many people who are moving into the area are far from their families. The church can offer that multigenerational com-
munity to them. My sons do not have a sister, but they have sisters in Christ. Many do not have aunts or uncles in town,
yet the church can provide that relationship through other adults within the congregation. Many grandparents have
died, and yet we have active seniors who come every Sunday and sit next to the young children in the pews or at the
tables. For those who are unable to attend worship, we have Deacons and others who offer caring ministry to keep
them connected to the church community. The Spirit brings us together as a multigenerational community gathered
around the cross. “Here the cross has central place.” That is a unique gift that God has given PCW to offer our communi-
ty as we grow together in Christ. We are called to share how the cross has a central place in our lives, in our church, in
our homes, in our hearts throughout all the generations.

In Christ, Pastor Lisa



PLUS-ONE SUMMER ACTIVITIES

D uring the summer we will have a "plus-one"
activity to participate in after each unified
worship service. Some picnics, some baseball, some ser-
vice -oriented - all fun and all a blessing! Here is what's
coming up.

July 2 - BYOP - For the 4th of July weekend it’s a BYOP

Sunday -Bring your own picnic! After worship, we'll just spend some time together around picnic lunches.
PCW will provide lemonade and iced tea - just bring what you would like to eat (and maybe share too!).
Location will be determined based on the weather for that morning.

July 9 - It will be a PB&J extravaganza! We'll be making up a TON of PB&Js for Reading-Lockland's summer
program. Come ready to prep some sandwiches for the kids participating at RLPC. 400? 500? Come and
find out how many!

July 16 - During the worship service our youth from the mission trips will be sharing about their experiences
and then will be available after the service to share more in detail about how they experienced God, how
they shared their faith, and what the Lord has done in their lives. We also will be getting a group together
to go to the Reds game that day!

July 23 - We will need 25-30 people to head to Valley Interfaith right after worship to help assemble the
grade-specific school supplies packs. They'll be setting up some assembly lines for us, and we'll be there to
pack and help VICRC prepare to get kids ready for the school year ahead.

July 30 - We'll just keep the music going - That is our Favorite Hymns/Songs Sunday, so we'll just keep on
singing as we have some special coffee and treats in the Gathering Area after worship

August 6 - Honestly this one is still TBD. Look for more to come.

August 13 - Dixieland Sunday! Cookout after! YUM!

VISIONS SERVICE DISCUSSION FROM KRISTEN HURD

O n Sunday, June 11, the congregation was invited to stay after the single
service in the Great Room to discuss the future of the Visions service. Dr.
Dean Nicholas from Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy served as independent
moderator. The purpose of this gathering was to hear from the church: are you
inspired in the Visions service? What specifically inspires you? What would

help you feel closer to God in this service? The feedback was varied: many
attendees are fond of the contemporary worship style, round tables, P a s s i
of t h eandRhe moteeasual format that is kid-friendly. Others suggest-
ed changes related to music, approach or style and are more unsettled with
the status quo. Some members who could not attend in person submitted
letters beforehand that were read aloud. There was a lot of discussion about the purpose of worship -- to draw
us closer to one another and to God. This summer we are re-imagining worship and focusing on unity with our
single services. This allows us the time and space to consider potential changes that can be made in the Visions
service. We invite members and visitors to continue to share their thoughts with church staff, Susan Vollette,
and Kristen Hurd. Please pray that people experience the Kingdom of God in this service. The next step is to put
the feedback and ideas into action.




DEACON UPDATE

C ore Care Team. The Apostle Paul writes that each of us has been gifted by the Spirit for the building

up of the body of Christ. Part of the ministry of the Deacons is visitation, along with ushering, providing
hospitality and lifting up prayers. Christ calls us as disciples to care for people in times of loss, transition and
change. We would like to specifically train and equip people in this caring ministry of the church. A few from
PCW have been Stephen Ministers in the past and have benefitted by the program and support it offers. This
is not a specific Stephen Ministry program, but it will help train, equip and guide a caring ministry of PCW. We
are seeking to gather people who believe they have gifts for the ministry of visitation. You do not have to be a
Deacon at this time, just have a passion for others and a listening ear.

If you would like to learn more about this Core Care Team, please speak with Pastor Lisa. As we begin to
gather, we will have sessions outside of the stated Deacon meeting to train and equip this team for visitation,
including making home visits, keeping confidentiality, and supporting one another in this ministry. This is a
discipleship opportunity to grow in faith and to share the compassion of Christ with others.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS - JUNE, 2017 FROM SUE MORIARTY

1 Session opened with prayer. For devotions, the Session began a video series on who we are as
Presbyterians, focusing first on the foundational concept of grace.

1 Received update on repair to sprinkler system in Great Room and possible work on dry pipe
sprinkler system over Sanctuary

1 Heard summary of initial personnel evaluations and discussed next steps.

1 Discussed the congregational input on the Visions service and our unified summer Sunday services.
Visions service is our initial key step in the “Nehemiah” process that the Session has been working
with this year.

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES

MAY 2017 SUMMARY 2017 Budget | Percent 2017 YTD 2016 YTD
INCOME

Congregational Support 619,900 92% 236,627 227,961
Foundation Support 27,500 4% 0 0
Other Income 11,000 2% 10,204 6,927
Designated Benevolence 15,000 2% 756 797
Total Income 673,400 247,587 235,685
EXPENDITURES

Salaries & Benefits 440,907 64% 185,427 197,234
Ministry Areas 18,210 3% 5,073 8,011
Operating (building & utilities) 156,674 22% 50,377 53,145
Benevolences 63,000 9% 5,366 4,888
Transfer to Property Reserve 15,000 2% 4,600 7,500
Total Expenditures 693,791 250,843 270,778
Income less Expenditure: operating <20,391> <3,256> <35,093>

Personnel costs are $11,800 less due to changes in the Associate Pastor position together with
the fact that the organist has been on an interim basis since January 1.



PLEASE NOTE!

There will not be a Crossroads newsletter for the month of August due to vacation scheduling. The newsletter
will resume in September. Also, due to vacations and scheduling conflicts the Tuesday Morning Prayer Group
and Bible Study will meet on July 11 and 18, August 8 and 22. We will meet weekly starting on September 5. As
you are able, please take the weekly bulletins home, or find them on PCW’s website and pray over our prayer list
throughout the week. It is an honor and a privilege to lift up these people and situations in prayer.

WHILE THE KIDS ARE AWAY...

This summer’s big maintenance project is downstairs in Lads
and Lassies. Our maintenance director, Bob Feeback, has been
hard at work giving a fresh coat of paint to all of the classroom:s,
restrooms and hallways in the preschool. This was much in need, as
no one can remember the last time the rooms were painted! Later this
summer Bob plans on cleaning and buffing all of the floors in the area.
What a nice welcome back it will be for the kids in the fall!

KEENAGERS SUMMER EVENTS FROM PASTOR LISA

The Keenagers went on a trip to the Hebrew Union College Skirball
Museum in June. Our Docent, Tracy McCullen, taught us a great deal
about the history of Judaism in the United States, particularly in the Cincin-
nati area. Judaism has been referred to as “Christianity’s Older Brother”,
and we found similarities and differences within our religious traditions.
Afterward, we discussed our tour at Bruegger’s Bagels and hope to revisit
the museum in the future.

Keenagers, in July we are again going on the road. This time we will travel a
few miles to Evergreen for a time of food and fellowship. All are invited to
attend, whether or not you are a resident of Evergreen. Please bring your
own lunch, and we will meet from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 19, in the Garden Room at Evergreen.

Note: In case you are wondering, the “Senior” group is now called the
“Keenagers”. It was the name used by a group that was around during Rev.
Paul Miller’s time at PCW, and many have great memories of that time and
those who participated.

HOSTA & LILY GARDEN FROM RON STOERKER

To all gardeners: We are creating a hosta and daylily garden to the
left of the entrance from the parking lot. If anyone has plants to
share, please let us know. We will take any and all colors. You will no-
tice that mixed in are Easter lily plants left over from previous years.
June is the natural time for these bulbs to bloom.

Weeding and watering are jobs which need to be done. If you are in-
terested in working our garden or have plants to donate, please con-
tact Ron Stoerker.



A LAMENT FOR OTTO AND NABRA, FOR LONDON, FOR EARTH FROM JENNIFER MYHRE’S BLOG

Last night Otto Warmbier died. You know the story: a young college student on an adventure trip is

accused of stealing a poster from a hotel wall in North Korea and ends up sentenced to 15 years’ hard

labor. Seventeen months later, North Korea sends him back to the USA in a coma, and in less than a week he

dies. This could have been us. Otto grew up in the same small suburb of Cincinnati that Scott did. He attended
the same high school, graduated with academic and athletic honors, like Scott. Went to UVA, like Scott, not a com-
mon pathway from Cincinnati. He was the age of our kids now. It gives me a pit in my stomach to imagine his par-
ents receiving him home in an awake coma, unresponsive. The fact that he held on for 17 months then died when
he reached them seems to point to his ability to perceive more than we realized, that he finally relaxed and let go.

Nabra Hassan also died yesterday. She was a 17-year-old girl, and she was murdered 2 miles from the home
where | grew up. As a muslim she was observing Ramadan, meaning fasting from sunup to sundown and praying
and eating with friends during the night. She was walking back to the mosque from an IHOP with a group of fellow
teens returning to pray, when a 22-year-old man engaged in a verbal fight with them, drove his car up onto the
curb, and though the story is incomplete, it seems he got out of his car with a baseball bat as the teens ran. Nabra
tripped and was the one caught, bludgeoned, and dumped in a pond. We don't know if her assailant targeted this
group because of their dress, but it seems pretty suspicious to me the day after a similar incident in London.

This morning my heart sinks with the sorrow of these two young people. Empathy comes more quickly when we
have a human connection, in this case our two childhood homes. My Bible reading this morning was Job 14. It
makes sense at this moment to sit with the lament, for days few and full of trouble, for the parched river that dries
up as the soul disappears in the grave, for hope destroyed. To ponder the enormity of evil.

InJohn 11, the same Jesus, who preached resurrection, wept. Death was not the end of the story, but it would
always be a crucial part of the story of that friendship, that family. Of all of us. At that moment, trapped in time,
he mourned with his friends.

Let us lament Otto and Nabra, the dozens of Londoners killed in the terrorist
attacks on the bridges and the street, or in the horrific fire. Baby D, who suc-
cumbed in our newborn unit to overwhelming infection after being born two
months early this week. Death stings, more so the closer you are. Even

{ though every person ever born has died or will die, we appropriately recognize
that this should not be the end. Let us not rush through Lamentations, or
Psalms, to the comfort, before we let the bitterness and woe sink in.

Those who watch in the darkness will embrace most dearly the dawn.

VALLEY CONCERT SERIES FROM BILL SEALE

E ach summer, the last Sunday of July, we host the Chanticleer String Quartet in a con-
cert of varied styles and sometimes with a surprise guest artist to join the fun! Since
it was founded in 1977 the Chanticleer String Quartet has brought what one critic called
"a new dimension of music to the Midwest." The quartet reaches thousands of listeners
annually through its Summer Music Festival and its children's programs, which take place
throughout the year. The Chanticleers perform not only in the usual concert venues. They
make a special effort to reach people in rural communities, state hospitals, juvenile cen-
ters, nursing homes, inner cities, housing development complexes and community centers.
Each summer a guest artist joins the quartet in a program that encourages an awareness
of international and intercultural understanding. Music ranges from classical to jazz, con-
temporary to tango. The musicians talk about the pieces being played and take time after each performance to
visit with their audience. Please join us Sunday, July 30, at 4:00. Come to meet and greet the artists following the
show at the reception provided in the Gathering Area.



https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/19/otto-warmbier-dies-coma-student-north-korea-prison
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/us/muslim-girl-murder-virginia.html
http://chanticleerquartet.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/DSC_1135s.jpg
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-X82T0d5jFYE/WUjOCE7sedI/AAAAAAAANYs/5_k59ZAg7PUpUvcJcYzb3yWiT40m_V3vACLcBGAs/s1600/IMG_5718.jpg
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9:30 NLCC Adult Ed 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous | T Y @ Qwen Study Grp. 8:30a Bible Study 6:15a Bible Study

10:00 Unified Worship 7:00 NLCC Bible Study 6:00 NLCC Rehearsal

M M0 NLCC Worship 7:30 Visions Rehearsal 7:00 Rising Strong

Plus-One,

Bring Your Own Picnic

1:30 Habitat Family

Partnership

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

9:30 NLCC Adult Ed 7:00 Session T Y oMen’s Bible Study T Y @ Owen Study Grp. 8:30a Bible Study 6:15a Bible Study

10:00 Unified Worship 7:45 Boy Scouts D6 Prayer Meeting 7:00 NLCC Bible Study 4:30 NLCC Rehearsal

11:00 NLCC Worship 10:30 Staff Meeting 7:00 Alanon

Plus-One, 7:00 Narcotics Anon. 7:00 Rising Strong

PBJ Extravaganza 7:30 Visions Rehearsal

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

9:30 NLCC Adult Ed 7:00p Deacon’s Board T Y ® Men’s Bible Study T Y @ Owen Study Grp. 8:30a Bible Study 6:15a Bible Study 8:00a THS Yoga

10:00 Unified Worship 7:00 Mission Meeting | o6 Prayer Meeting 7:00 NLCC Bible Study 6:00 NLCC Rehearsal

M M0 NLCC Worship 7:45 Boy Scouts 10:30 Staff Meeting 7:00 Girl Scouts

Plus-One, 7:00 Narcotics Anon. 7:00 Rising Strong

Mi ssion Trip Sharing

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

9:30 NLCC Adult Ed 7:45 Boy Scouts T Y avien’s Bible Study T Y ®0wen Study Grp. 8:30a Bible Study 6:15a Bible Study

10:00 Unified Worship 10:30 Staff Meeting 7:00 NLCC Bible Study 6:00 NLCC Rehearsal

11:00 NLCC Worship 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 Rising Strong

Plus-One,

23-Valley Interfaith

School Supplies

30-Music Sunday,

Treats in Gathering Area
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