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T

he season of Advent and Christmas is a
sacred and special time of year. This season
our focus was on the hope that we have through
the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
We are so blessed at PCW to experience this
together as a congregation and to invite others
from our community to join us. Here are some
ways we celebrated the season.
Our youth spread a some extra Christmas cheer
by Christmas caroling around Wyoming!
This season we were blessed with wonderful
seasonal music from the Valley Concert Series
Advent and Christmas Concert, the PB& J Youth
Orchestra, the children form Lads and Lassies,
the Visions Worship Band and the Chancel Choir.
We also celebrated by sharing a special Advent
meal together and enjoyed the annual Children’s
Christmas pageant.
Once again we shared our blessings by giving
generously to the Sharing tree! Thank you.
Then on Christmas Eve we joined together to
worship in two candlelight services, where we
experienced the story of Jesus’ birth; looking
forward to the hope it brings in the new year.

GET OUT FROM PASTOR ED

D

id you ever consider that one of the worst inventions for community
was the invention of air conditioning? It’s easy to think about that
right now in the middle of Winter, maybe not so much when it’s the
middle of July. But there’s truth to that idea. Before the advent of air
conditioning, people were forced to spend more time outside, to have
windows open, to be much more connected to their community around
them. Once air conditioning came into popular and affordable use,
windows were closed, front porches disappeared in new home builds,
and people spent more and more time inside.
Now, as one who is no big fan of being hot, it’s hard for me to say this, but maybe we’d be better off in our
communities without air conditioning. We would be forced outside, to see and hear our neighbors, the sounds
of our communities, to connect and relate to one another more than we do today.
This is not only a reflection on technology; it is a reflection on the Gospel. The Gospel is good news that we are
supposed to get out and share! When we read the New Testament, the early church went out – they went into
the markets, into the villages, into the towns, into new countries and new lands, into the places where people
gathered. They heard others. They saw others. They interacted with others. That was how the Gospel spread,
and that hasn’t changed in the last 2,000 years.
Reflecting on the past year, I consider the blessing of community. The community of PCW that supports and
blesses people through challenging times, the community that gathers for worship each Sunday, the community
that serves the young people of our church and community, the community that shares generously, the community that started here in 1870 and will celebrate 150 years in 2020. I celebrate our Wyoming community – the
neighborly feel, the wonderful schools, the connections we share.
But we cannot be content with that. Our world is changing rapidly, and the churches that are going to grow
and continue to be vibrant are those that will be deeply rooted in their communities and making a visible difference in those communities. They will be the places that people will gather and feel acceptance of who they are
rather than a conditional sense to conform. They will be those who follow the growth model that we see in the
Bible. God has given us a model for growth throughout Scripture. Micah 6:8 says that God has shown us what
we are to do – to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God. When asked about the commandments, Jesus said that the greatest were to love God and to love our neighbors.
As we celebrate the community that we do have and celebrate our many blessings, let us always be aware of
how we are called to grow as a community – that we are called to grow OUT rather than focusing on the growth
INSIDE. And when we grow OUT, the world will see and will be drawn to what God is doing in and through us.
Let’s open up the windows, head out on the porch, and into the streets.
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Ed

DEACON MEETINGH

T
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he January Deacon Meeting will take place on January 22 at 7 p.m. The Core Care Team will gather after our
meeting at 8 p.m. in the Parlor on the same night. Please make sure to update your calendars because this
month’s meeting is on the fourth Monday due to the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday Weekend. Our time together
will include a devotion, training session, reflections and strategies for hospitality, and vision for God’s future for
this caring ministry. Thank you to all the Deacons who have answered God’s call to servant leadership in and
through the church.

YAY GOD! FROM PASTOR LISAA

I

am told that each Sunday evening when they gather, the PCW High School Youth Group
shares their ups and downs and includes a time to share “Yay God” moments. “Yay God”
moments are times when they celebrate God’s love, care, and presence being made known in
specific ways. In these moments they bear witness to God’s work in the world, encourage each
other to look out for those moments in the week to come, and strengthen their ability to share
the faith in community. An example could be a friend taking the time to listen, a great grade on
a test after studying, a fresh start.
At PCW’s Worship in the Woods this past fall, the Prayers of the People included “Yay God” moments. The
Spirit stirred, and we offered up those times when we were grateful for what God had done in our lives or
what we witnessed God doing in the world. We spoke our “Yay God” moments out loud in community. It was
amazing to hear all of the different moments lifted up. Here are a few “Yay God” moments as I look back on
2017 and look forward to more “Yay God” moments in 2018.
Peace,

Pastor Lisa

Thanksgiving Box Packing

2017 Women’s Retreat

Lads and Lassies

Advent Dinner

Labyrinth Walk

Gifts of Imperfection Series

YUP, STILL GOT IT! FROM JOHN ANDERSONK

P

astor Lisa spotted this ad in the hallway at Maple Knoll. She asked
and John Anderson shared the fun story of how this came about:
“The folks from marketing introduced me to the skateboard, and then
two of them steadied me while I got my balance on the board. Once
we were steady, the photographer counted one ... two ... THREE, and
the supporters let go and quickly got out of the way. The photographer took his picture, and the supporters ran back to make sure I
wouldn't fall. I can hardly call that a true skateboarding experience.
Nevertheless, it was my first, and almost certainly the last, time you'll
see me on that contraption!”
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LISTENING BY ADAM HAYDEN

T

wo years ago a group of middle school students, a few chaperones and I
journeyed down south to explore diversity and justice. We visited
a masjid, a mandir, a synagogue, and a number of civil rights museums. We did
a lot of listening.
We are going back to those same places this June. We need to. We need more
listening ambassadors. We need more time to sit and think about this world.
We need to create the space in our lives to hear God whisper in our ears. We
need to visit a few of the same people and see how they are doing. We need
to create and strengthen relationships with people, not just charity organizations.
Charity is fine and good for the short term. People need food, clothing, and shelter. However, these three necessities alone are not enough for a community to flourish. We need each other. We need collective social capital.
Everybody has relationships that can strengthen the community.
I used to live and work in Walnut Hills. I had a friend. He was a middle aged, working class man. He had a friend.
This friend of my friend was a young teenager who was extremely poor. My middle aged friend knew a traditional work ethic. He knew how to get a job, keep a job, and move up in that job. He knew this because he had
witnessed this kind of work ethic since he was a young child. He watched his father do it. His father learned
from his father, and I imagine that father learned from his father. It ran in the family.
Well, the teenage friend didn’t know that work ethic. He didn’t know his father and his mother rarely had a job.
He developed a different work ethic. He knew how to sell drugs. He learned it by watching others in the neighborhood do it since he was a young child. He knew how to protect himself and his friends from rival drug dealers. He also knew how to evade police before they even turned the corner. He had developed a skill set, just like
the middle-aged man, only different.
The neighborhood these two gentlemen shared was a violent one. I know. I lived down the street from one of
them and around the corner from the other. I heard the gunshots constantly. This hostile environment provided
the opportunity for a unique exchange of skills between the middle aged man and the teenager. The teenager
needed a legal job but had no idea how to obtain one or keep one. The middle aged man needed safety as he
walked around his block. Each person could provide a little social capital to the other. The middle-aged man
could coach the young teen on how to get a job while the young teen could coach the middle-aged man on how
to stay safe in his own neighborhood.
When we stop self-segregating ourselves from one another and really get to know people, we begin to realize
what we have to offer and what we lack. This knowledge helps level the playing field. It is no longer lopsided
where one side has all the answers and the other side has all the questions. We all have both.
The problem, as I see it, is that we have become super comfortable hanging around and living with people who
have the same questions and the same answers. I believe that as a society we need to ask different questions
and seek and listen to the answers from different people. We need to ask questions that have no foreseeable
answers so that we are forced to find people to help us answer them. This is uncomfortable, but Jesus doesn’t
call us to live comfortable lives. He calls us to participate in a transformative revolution.
So this summer we will set out once again to Atlanta, Selma, Montgomery, and Birmingham to seek new questions and listen to new answers. We hope to learn how to better engage with people and how to see ourselves
as a part of the whole community. We hope!
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS - DECEMBER FROM DON HOFFMAN


Rich Uhle led us in our devotions, reading from the Book of James that encourages us to pray for one
another, encourages all and turn to Jesus.



Celebrations: Lads-N-Lassies Thanksgiving dinner with over 200 attending, and joining with five other
churches and 200 volunteers to pack Thanksgiving boxes for Valley Interfaith families.



Approval of motions to serve Communion at the Women’s and Men’s retreats, accept a bequest from the
David Corwin estate, hold a Youth Auction in March, build support for Reading Lockland to sell donuts at
the church dinner on December 17, and thank Denise and Skip Koesterman for their many years of leadership for our Mission program.



The Pastoral Discernment Team (PDT) presented its draft report on their work these past eighteen
months. The final report will be shared with the congregation at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation
in February.

KEENAGERS EVENTS
JANUARY 10th, 12 p.m., at Christ Church Glendale.
Join us for “Music Live with Lunch.” The Adagio Trio - harp, cello and flute - have a wonderful
concert to lift the spirits after the holiday season ends. Please join us for this event and bring
your own lunch to eat afterward, or purchase one that has been prepared. Please let Pastor
Lisa know if you are interested in attending

SUMMARY OF PCW FINANCES FROM RON STOERKERII
DECEMBER 2017 SUMMARY

2017 Budget

Percent

2017 YTD

2016 YTD

INCOME
Congregational Support

619,900

92%

604,106

641,760

Foundation Support

27,500

4%

26,914

26,849

Other Income

11,000

2%

41,024

20,307

Designated Benevolence

15,000

2%

8,499

7,805

680,543

696,721

Total Income

673,400

EXPENDITURES
Salaries & Benefits

440,907

64%

438,541

456,366

18,210

3%

13,760

20,310

156,674

22%

156,743

155,400

Benevolences

63,000

9%

56,499

51,170

Transfer to Property Reserve

15,000

2%

15,000

18,000

693,791

680,543

701,246

<20,391>

0

<4,525>

Ministry Areas
Operating (building & utilities)

Total Expenditures
Income less Expenditure: operating
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DEAR MEMBERS OF PCW... FROM THE STAFF

W

e were absolutely humbled by the generous gift that you all shared with the
staff of PCW. The outpouring of generosity was powerful and meant a great
deal to each one of us.
Your generosity purchased gift cards of $550 for each staff member, and we all are
deeply thankful for what you shared. We are also grateful for your ongoing prayers and
support of the ministries of this church, as we are all partners together in this common ministry. Thank you!
In Love and Gratitude,
Lisa Bernheisel, Bob Feeback, Connie Golden, Edward Goode, Tom Haines,
Debi Haines, Adam Hayden, Mary Knott, Bill Seale, Ron Stoerker

YOUNG CONGREGATION MINISTRY EVENTS 2018 FROM BILL MORLEY3

T

he Young Congregation ministry team will be having some great events coming up that you
need to get on the family calendar so you don’t miss this fun.

On Saturday, February 3rd, we will head to Perfect North Slopes for a day of winter fun, sliding
down the hill on big inner tubes. We will leave the church at 11 a.m. and be back around 3 p.m.
after sharing a meal, tubing and s’mores around a campfire.
Two weeks later, on February 16th, 6 p.m.-10 p.m. we will hold “Parents, Night Out’ with free babysitting at the
church. This is a chance for mom and dad to celebrate Valentine ’s Day with a little peace and
quiet.
On Sunday, March 18th, come to the youth auction and dinner to help raise funds for our Middle School and Senior
High Mission trips this coming summer. Come for some great food and entertainment for all ages as well as a
chance to buy some amazing stuff or services to support our young people.
Finally on April 29th, we will be having another fun chance for the family to play together and with the other families of the church. More details as we get closer.
These events are open to all, members and non-members, so bring along all your friends and other families who
are in need of a good time and warm fellowship.

LADS AND LASSIES PRESCHOOL FROM STACY AKERSL

D

on and Mary Jo Peairs planted paper-white bulbs with all 71 of the preschool children! They provided all of the supplies and spent the whole
day assisting the children so that every child could take home a bulb. The
children have loved watching their paper-whites grow!
Mr. Adam, as the preschoolers call him, spends time on Thursdays working with
the children in The Studio. We are grateful for Adam Hayden!
The Lads and Lassies families donated 75 boxes
of cereal to be included in the Valley Interfaith
Community Resource Center’s Christmas boxes!
The Pre-K students delivered the cereal to Valley,
where Gordon Dennis gave students and their
parents a tour!
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THANK YOU TO THE KOESTERMANSA

A

fter providing outstanding leadership of the PCW Mission Team for almost
ten years, Skip and Denise Koesterman will be stepping down from this role
as of January, 2018. They have led the Mission Team with their time, energy,
passion and love!
Romans 12:2 comes to mind as we reflect on their service:
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Skip and Denise transformed Mission at PCW. They gathered an able team around
them to rethink and re-energize the Mission effort at PCW some ten years ago. They reviewed and refocused our
mission giving and created new opportunities for PCW members to serve. Shelley Komrska remembers the first
meeting of the new Mission Team, which met in the youth space in the basement. There was a great turnout probably about 25 people - ready to work on Mission under the new leadership of the Koestermans. At that time
PCW was sending checks to about 30 different organizations – for some of which no one could remember why
PCW was supporting them, or what the organizations did. They divided up the organizations, reached out, and
narrowed the list to the groups that they really wanted to continue to support.
Next, Skip and Denise asked everyone to define what mission at PCW should be. The answers were words like
"compassion," "care" and "elbow grease." They set forth a new vision for Mission - first the new Team would give
their own volunteer hours - labor, sweat and care - and then the money would follow. Out of this focus the first
"Second Saturday of Service” was born. They started with our own church - applying Murphy's Oil Soap to the
pews in the sanctuary, organizing resources, and cleaning out the bell tower. From that first monthly opportunity
the members grew in their commitments to service, including raking leaves for the elderly and other members
needing assistance, crafting blankets for patients at Children’s Hospital, and making casseroles for families in need.
So many of the beloved service traditions in our church have arisen from the leadership provided by Skip and
Denise. On the local level these include: Special Olympics, Thanksgiving and Easter Boxes, Matthew 25 Ministries,
the Hoxworth Blood Drive, Habitat for Humanity, breakfast at the Shelterhouses (formerly the Drop Inn Center)
- the list goes on and on. And of course, Be the Church! On the global level PCW Mission supports the Myhres,
missionary physicians with Serge (formerly World Harvest Mission) in East Africa, and the Benadums in Cambodia
at Mercy Medical Center.
They brought compassion and consistency to the Mission Team and helped us to serve as Jesus Christ taught:
selflessly and joyfully. They originally signed on for a three-year commitment - and we are blessed that they extended their contract more than three times that initial plan! They've thoughtfully considered how to best coordinate our efforts to maximize the impact that PCW members and friends can make. Skip and Denise have been the
driving force behind the Mission activities for PCW for a very long time, and we wish to extend to them a heartfelt
THANK YOU for their exemplary service!
God bless Skip and Denise for their wonderful leadership of this vital part of our church!

COFFEE LOVERS COME UNITE! FROM KRISTEN HURD

E

xciting news! Based upon a generous gift, we purchased a new dual brewing machine from
La Terza Coffee in Lockland. This new system will brew more efficiently and offer better
quality. We have also purchased coffee beans roasted by La Terza, which are fairly sourced.
We are delighted to support a local business, enjoy more flavorful coffee, and spend more time
in fellowship before and after our services! The new system will lighten the load for volunteers
who prep our coffee and snacks on Sunday and during other events.
Come check out the new system and have a cup of coffee on us!
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GRATITUDE

I

t’s really easy to focus on all of the problems in the world today, to pick out the faults in every
situation. It’s difficult to not feel overwhelmed and discouraged in this life. Yet God calls us to
have a grateful heart.
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:18

Gratitude makes us happier people. Most spiritual traditions maintain this idea, and scientific
research even backs up this claim. Recently we asked people to share their greatest blessings of
2017, here is some of what was shared.
“That’s an easy one! We’ve received countless blessings, prayers, meals, notes, flowers and a gorgeous prayer
quilt! And, they’re all making a huge impact. Thanks to all for the continued support for our family.”- Susan Osha
“Our family’s health and well being.” “I felt so blessed by the beautiful music of the church in all services.”
“A great-grandson’s birth!” “Another day!” “My Christmas bonus... Thank you so much! - Mary” “Christmas
candy!” “We welcomed our new niece, Ava” “Seeing my brother-in-law in the path to recovery from addiction”
“My dog!”- Zephan Goode “The life of George Hufford and others like him.“ - Bill Slemmons “Modern medicine
and doctors who are compassionate, knowledgeable, and proactive.” - Kristen Hurd “Our son and daughter-in-law
in California survived one of the major fires with no serious damage to their home.” “God continues to bless me
beyond anything I have a right to expect.” “Knowing I was put on the Earth to do God’s will.” - Rich Uhle
Wishing you a “happy” and blessed new year! :-)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

T

he PCW Women’s Retreat is January 26-28 at Sister of Charity Motherhouse, led
by Rev. Lisa Bernheisel. The cost is $95 for the entire retreat, including all meals
Saturday, breakfast Sunday and two nights, lodging. Cost reduced if you come for only
part of the retreat. See the pamphlets in the Gathering Area for more details!

Visit pcwyoming.org for a complete calendar of events.

