SEASONS FROM PASTOR ED
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Pastor Lisa
Gratude

D

ear Members & Friends of PCW,

The book of Ecclesiastes has a wonderful part of its wisdom wrings that speaks
of the seasons of life. In chapter 3:1-8, we read:
For everything there is a season, and a me for every maer under heaven:
a me to be born, and a me to die;
a me to plant, and a me to pluck up what is planted;

Seasons
(cont.)
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a me to kill, and a me to heal;
a me to break down, and a me to build up;

PDT Update

a me to weep, and a me to laugh;

Valley Concert

a me to mourn, and a me to dance;

Session
Highlights
Keenagers

a me to throw away stones, and a me to gather stones together;
a me to embrace, and a me to refrain from embracing;
a me to seek, and a me to lose;
a me to keep, and a me to throw away;

Special Gi#s
6 A Bigger
Table

a me to tear, and a me to sew;
a me to keep silence, and a me to speak;
a me to love, and a me to hate;

Lads & Lassies
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The Healing
Space

It feels that there could also be another line that says “a me to come, and a me to leave.”

HS Youth
Group

Nine years ago it was a me for me to come to PCW to serve as the lead pastor. But those
called and those to whom they are called both change, and I feel that such a me has come
here at PCW. While nine years ago the call of God was clear to me, to PCW, and to the
Presbytery of Cincinna, it is apparent to me that this is no longer the case.

Easter Baskets
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a me for war, and a me for peace.

Men’s
Retreat
Upcoming
Events

This is a decision that Amy and I have been prayerfully wrestling with for several months
now. We have talked and prayed with trusted advisers, with our General Presbyter, Rev. Dr.
Nancy Kaiahan, and with members of the Session. Through all of these discussions, we feel
that this is a healthy and necessary step both for PCW and for us. As a result, I shared my
decision with the Session of PCW to resign as lead pastor here at PCW with February 18th
as my ﬁnal Sunday.
(Connued on page 3)

LOOKING BACK, LOOKING AHEAD FROM PASTOR ED

A

s I thought about what to write for this Crossroads arcle,
I looked back at my past arcles – 101 of them -- I see
things like Epiphany, Puzzle Pieces, Roller Coaster, Praying,
Piecrusts and Promises, Gi7edness, Going Out, God Sighngs,
Pentecost, Naming, I Am, Thanksgiving, Vivid and Visible,
Nehemiah, Psalms, U2, Movies, Do Not Be Afraid, Goodbye,
Hello, and even Stuart Smalley. That’s just the p of the iceberg
of what I have wri?en over the last nine years. As I read them
over, I looked for themes, and what I saw was the following that
I think captures a lot of what I see as core for who we are as
followers of Jesus. I commend each of these to you as we move
into new seasons of ministry (not in order of importance):
Going Out – The church does not exist to be a building with walls. As much as I love the stained glass that we have
in the sanctuary, I will never forget the way the worship space was transformed when the windows were being
reﬁnished in 2008 and 2009. At one point the big window at the back of the sanctuary was out being worked on,
and we simply had clear glass there. Not only did it bring more light into the sanctuary, but I thought it was a beauful reminder for us each Sunday as we walked out of worship about where we were to go with what we had received and experienced in worship. What we receive within the walls of the church is to be used in how we go out
to the world with the love, grace, and truth of Jesus the Christ.
Seeing God Everywhere – One of the things that has been core to me in my life of faith and in my ministry is that
God is in far more places than we think. Yes, God is everywhere, but we have to be intenonal to see God in those
“everywhere” places. Somemes it is harder to see God in what is going on in the world around us, or somemes
we need to slow down and look a li?le bit more intenonally. But God is there to be found and to be shared.
Somemes it is in nature, somemes it is in other people, somemes we might ﬁnd God in a song we heard on the
radio or in a movie we saw in the theater. God is everywhere – we need to keep watch. Psalm 139 reminds us of
this as the Psalmist asks, “Where can I go from your Spirit?” Romans 8:38-39 reminds us of how nothing, nothing,
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
Health – I remember speciﬁcally wring the arcles around the me that Pastor David rered about how we say
goodbye to a pastor and how we say hello to someone new. There were also arcles I wrote about other aspects of
congregaonal health. One of my colleagues in ministry back in South Dakota had a catchphrase that I have never
forgo?en – “you never get good results out of bad process.” Unfortunately, churches don’t always do good process. As PCW enters into a me of transion ahead, it is not only the results to come that ma?er. The process by
which PCW gets to those results ma?ers just as much, if not much more, than the results. Just as the Chrisan life
is far more about the journey of faith that takes place in this life that leads to eternity rather than the other way
around, so the processes that this church enters into in the coming months are of vital importance. That includes a
lot of paence, forbearance, praying, listening, grace, and hope, among many other a?ributes.
Prayer – More than a few of my arcles delved into the importance of prayer. Too o7en we treat prayer as something that bookends a meeng or a visit, but prayer HAS to be at the center of who we are as the church of Jesus
Christ. Prayer is that which binds us together as sisters and brothers. Prayer is that which allows us to move beyond diﬀerences and see the image of Christ in one another. Prayer is that which draws us more into line with
God’s movement in the world. Prayer has a power that is beyond what we can truly conceive. So, as I close this
arcle, know that my prayers will remain with this congregaon in the me ahead – prayers of
gratude for what we have shared together and for how we have felt the movement of God in and
through us. Prayers for God’s guidance for you in the me ahead. Prayers for unity in the midst of a
culture that is seeking to divide people more and more. Prayers for God’s provision for your ministry
and what is ahead.
Grace & Peace, Pastor Ed
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THANKS & GRATITUDE FROM PASTOR LISAA

O

n Sunday, February 18, we will bid Farewell and Godspeed to Pastor Ed and his family.
Pastor Ed was called as the lead pastor at PCW over nine years ago, and it has been an
honor to serve with him on staﬀ for the past year and a half. Pastors, the Teaching Elders of the
congregaon, are entrusted with preaching the Word and administering the Sacraments to the
people, among other dues. We remember the sermons Pastor Ed preached, the bread and cup
we shared, and the saving waters that claim us all in bapsm. Through these experiences and
many others, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we have become sisters and brothers in Christ.
This month Pastor Ed, our brother in Christ, with his family will leave PCW. Saying goodbye is full of memory
and emoon. These moments remind us, as Pastor Ed wrote in his resignaon le?er, of the seasons of life.
God abides with us through all of the seasons. Pastors will come and go, and the people, the Body of Christ,
remain with Christ as the head.
PCW’s Session is acvely working with the Presbytery of Cincinna to ensure pastoral leadership for the
church. I remain on as the Interim Associate Pastor in this me of transion. Many of the Elders of this congregaon have been through leadership changes in the church before, and God will lead the church through it
all. Trust that the Holy Spirit is present and will provide.
February 2018 and beyond will be a me to remember and celebrate Pastor Ed’s
ministry among us as we send him forth with a blessing. Take me to pray over
your goodbye and share it with Pastor Ed, our brother in Christ. If you are unable to speak to him directly before or a7er worship, send him a le?er, email or
text. In the weeks ahead, connue to pray for Pastor Ed and his family as they
venture to paths yet untrodden.
I will miss Pastor Ed’s deep reﬂecons on the scripture in staﬀ meengs, his engaging prayers and sermons in
worship, his passion for jusce and reconciliaon, and his love of photography. It has been an honor to share
the pastoral acts with him, and I have felt the Holy Spirit’s presence as we have collaborated in worship and
planning together.
The blessing we will use on Pastor Ed’s last Sunday is from Numbers 6:24-26, where the priest Aaron, Moses’
brother, gave this blessing to the Israelites thousands of years ago…
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace both this day and forever.
God be with you, Pastor Ed and family.
In Christ,

Pastor Lisa

SEASONS (CONTINUED)

I

do not make this decision out of anything other than the reality that there are seasons in life, and this is the
close of one and the beginning of another, both for me and for the congregaon of PCW. I will be forever
grateful for the ways that I have experienced the work of Christ in and through this community of faith, for the
ways that I can see the growth and change in this community, and for the ways that so many have impacted
the lives of me, Amy, and our children. I will connue to hold you all in my prayers as we each move into new
seasons of ministry.
Grace & Peace,
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PASTORAL DISCERNMENT TEAM UPDATE FROM DAVID WALTON

T

he congregaon chartered the creaon of the Pastoral
Discernment Team (PDT) at the February, 2016, congregaonal
meeng upon the announcement of David Zuidema’s rerement,
and the team was formed that spring. The team was chartered with
three goals:
1) Determine how best to serve God in the short term by
addressing short-term ministry needs as a result of David’s
departure;
2) Determine how to serve God with regard to an associate pastor
through understanding where the congregaon is seeing and hearing God at work; and
3) Determine how to serve God by understanding the local community in which we live.
At the December, 2017, Session meeng, the PDT presented its key learnings and recommendaons
to Session regarding goals 2 and 3.

The recent announcement that Pastor Ed will be leaving may impact some of the exact recommendaons and
how we act on our learning, but the key themes remain, regardless of the exact future personnel involved.
Here are some of the key themes that emerged:
•

We are a community church called to spiritual discipleship for those in the area and guided by the
theology of PC(USA). Service to the community and our youth are the key areas of acon that excite us.

•

The world and people’s lives have undergone huge changes in the last few years, and rapid change
connues. In this new world much more ministry is going to happen outside the church building and
Sunday schedule.

•

A high percentage of people come to the church based on their children, and reaching young families must
be a central focus. They come back a second me based on a personal connecon, usually with someone
other than staﬀ.

•

Our pastors bring the important and unique skills to our staﬀ. Having two pastors for both diversity of
style and support of each other is synergisc and very beneﬁcial. Pastors’ broader skill sets give us more
ﬂexibility in adjusng to change.

•

We are a vibrant, mul-generaonal church with many good things going on here.
We need to do a be?er job of communicang the wonderful ways that God is using PCW.

•

We spent a much larger percentage of our budget on music vs. similar churches.

•

We shared addional details with Session and intend to share our full list, as well as a recap of how we
reached our decisions, with the broader church community soon.

For the Pastoral Discernment Team, David Walton

VALLEY CONCERT SERIES - THE TWI-LITES

C
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incinna’s “The Twi-Lites” invites you to an a7ernoon of love songs, from the
Great American Songbook to pop hits familiar to audiences of a certain age.
This eclecc sextet features singer Karie-Lee Sutherland, Amy Dennison on winds,
Greg Sayles on guitar, bassist Bill Reid, drummer Tim Stanforth and keyboardist/
guitarist Bruce Marn. Sunday, February 18th, at 4 p.m. in the Great Room at
PCW. Join us!

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS - DECEMBER FROM DON HOFFMAN
•

Session opened with a devoon by Leslie Mowry that encouraged us to pracce being in prayer

•

Agreed to parcipate with two other Presbyterian churches in a Lenten program at Reading-Lockland PC

•

Bill Morley reviewed the mission trips planned for this summer for junior and senior highs

•

Accepted a gi7 from Laurie Duncan to honor her mother

•

Reviewed ﬁnal ﬁnancial results for 2017 and adopted a budget for 2018

•

Accepted Reverend Goode’s request to dissolve his relaonship with PCW, approved calling the Annual
Meeng for February 11 and elected two Session teams: a team to plan a celebraon of Reverend
Goode’s service to our church and another to locate an interim pastor a7er the Annual Meeng.

KEENAGERS EVENTS

W

e are heading to the Cincinna Art Museum on February 28th.
Please sign up in the Gathering Area if you would like to join us to see
the Saul Steinberg Mural of Cincinna and other exhibits. We will meet at the
PCW parking lot at 10 a.m. and gather for our tour at 10:30 a.m. Following the
tour we will have lunch in the Terrace Café at the Art Museum; salads and
sandwiches range from $10-$15. See Pastor Lisa if you have any quesons.

SPECIAL GIFTS IN 2017 FROM RON STOERKERR
PCW received some special gi7s last year which have supported various projects or needs.
•

Gi7 from Laurie Duncan: $10,000
This gi7 was given in memory of her mother, Be?y Duncan, and was designated for sanctuary music.
As a result, the Session approved $2,500 to support current soloists, and $7,500 was invested with
the Foundaon music account for longer-term support.

•

Gi7 from Tren & Be?e Meyer estate: $30,464
This gi7 was not designated. Session approved using $13,273 for the 2017 operang budget and
is considering uses for the remainder of the funds.

•

Gi7 from Kay Corwin: $5,000
This gi7 in memory of her husband, David, was speciﬁed for current projects including the new
coﬀee machine from LaTerza ($1,592) and the new kid’s space ($1,199) adjacent to the oﬃce.
The remainder is yet to be decided.

•

Gi7 from Bruce Duncan: $5,000
This gi7 was not designated and was included in 2017 operang income.

•

Gi7 from Marjorie Gaible: $1,947
This annuity gi7 was commi?ed to the Foundaon.

•

Gi7 from Laurie Duncan; $100,950
This gi7 was given as an expression of gratude for her mother’s care here at PCW. Laurie speciﬁed
the gi7 be used for sanctuary music (25%) and building maintenance (75%). The Session approved that
$25,000 be used to support current soloists, $10,000 be invested with the Foundaon building account,
and $65,950 be placed in the property reserve to handle unexpected building costs.
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A BIGGER TABLE SERIESS

W

ednesday evenings during Lent we will be joining with our community for
Lenten dinners at Reading-Lockland Presbyterian Church. Please join us as
we celebrate God’s love through food, fellowship and music every Wednesday from
6:30-8 p.m. on the following dates: Feb. 21st, Feb. 28th, March 7 (PCW will host),
March 14th, and March 21 (PCW will host).
PCW will host two of the dinners but please plan to come every Wednesday.
Reading-Lockland Presbyterian Church is located at 125 Cooper Ave.
Please note: Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday will all be held at PCW this year.

LADS AND LASSIES PRESCHOOL FROM STACY AKERSL

T

he Pre-K class transformed the church into a “Walk-Through Zoo”! This awesome project started with a trip
to the Cincinna Zoo for research. The students then created their own zoo exhibits and ended the project
with an amazing family-share event. The Bear Class walk-through zoo had a nocturnal house, a bug house,
a penguin exhibit, hippos (Fiona and Mom), mom and baby giraﬀes (mama
giraﬀe was two stories tall) an alligator, and an aquarium!

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU! FROM THE HEALING SPACE

L

ife can be diﬃcult. The good news is that for people of faith, there is hope. PCW is blessed to have a space for
healing and hope called The Healing Space of Cincinna. Listed below are new oﬀerings for self-care during
diﬃcult mes and hope to carry with us as we journey this life together.

Reﬂexology with Andrea Brock Hitchcock, LPN, Licensed Massage Therapist and Cerﬁed Reﬂexologist
Reﬂexology uses gentle hand pressure on the feet, hands and ears to promote relaxaon and restore energy
to the whole body. Reﬂexology invites your body, mind and spirit to be at peace.
Ferlity Challenges Support Group of Cincinna, hosted by Danisha Ware
This is a monthly support group to meet others on their ferlity journey, whether you are trying to conceive naturally or with assistance. In this safe and healing space you will learn ps to love your life now, reconnect with your
body, idenfy and release liming beliefs, feel conﬁdent and empowered no ma?er what. This group is free.
Ferlity Massage with Mercier Therapy, with Danisha Ware, LMT
Diﬃculty conceiving can be stressful, painful, and takes a toll on the body, mind, and everything else. This form of
bodywork helps calm the mind, makes you more aware of your body, and helps to a?ain your goal of having a child.
Kundalini Yoga: Yoga of Awareness with Anne Minter, Cerﬁed Instructor of Kundalini Yoga
Kundalini Yoga, also known as the yoga of awareness, is an ancient form of self-healing that uses breath work
(pranayama), yoga postures (asana), sound (mantra) and meditaon to revitalize the body, balance the mind and
smulate spiritual awareness.

6 For more informaon and registraon, www.TheHealingSpaceCincinna.org.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP – MID YEAR CHECK IN FROM BILL MORLEY

M

ost Sunday nights our church basement comes alive
with the joyous sound of high-school young people.
With about 30 core members, each week brings 20-25 kids
together to enjoy each other and spend me working on how
to live out their faith in their ever more complex world.
This year we have a good balance of numbers in each of the
grades along with about 20% of the kids coming from outside
of PCW. The group has really begun to come together, and,
as with each year, it has a completely diﬀerent feel than the
previous years.

Our structure is built around both fun acvies and group discussions. We did our annual camping retreat to kick
oﬀ the year as well as fun acvies like paintballing and Christmas caroling in the neighborhood. We have enjoyed
lots of great discussions this fall, with most topics focused on ourselves and our world here in Wyoming. Moving
into the spring semester we will begin to talk topics which are more focused on others, such as “racism” and “Why
do we worship?” The worship topic will be part of geXng ready for Youth Sunday in March. As we head into the
end of the year, we will begin to prepare ourselves mentally for heading out on the mission trip at the beginning of
June. Our mission trips rotate locaon based on a four-year cycle between urban, rural, disaster relief and internaonal. This year’s mission trip will take us to the jungle of Costa Rica. As part of this preparaon we connue to
have service opportunies available for the kids during the year, with there being about six chances to serve each
month.
Our one big fundraiser for the year, the Youth Aucon, will be on March 18th. Please get this on your calendar and
make sure that you get the word out to all your friends and family to plan on a?ending the dinner/aucon. This
event allows us to fund a poron of our mission trip costs and oﬀer scholarships so no one misses out on this
experience due to ﬁnances.
Some of the best news is that Shelley Komrska has joined Ken Popham, Celia Klug and Bill Morley on the leadership
team. This means that half of the leadership team grew up in the group and have returned to lead it!! We also
have 3 of our college alumni coming on the mission trip this year as leaders. We are thrilled to see this involvement, and it is a testament to the power of this ministry in people’s lives. Please feel free to stop by on Sunday
night to join us and see it in acon.

EASTER BASKETS FROM KEVIN HELSER

W

e will be supporng Valley Interfaith Community Resource Center (VICRC) again this Spring with food,
but the execuon will be slightly diﬀerent than in year's past. As you know, we have been providing
Easter baskets for over a half a decade. Easter is April 1st this year, which falls on the back end of Wyoming's
Spring Break. We know from experience two things: 1) we have a lot of our families traveling out of town during
this me and 2) kids that don't have school in surrounding areas during Spring Break go hungry without school
lunches. Based on this, we've aligned with Valley to purchase only non-perishable food to support those who are
hungry. On Saturday, March 17th from 10 a.m.- noon, PCW will unload food and pack 150 bags at VICRC. The bags
will enable several meals for breakfasts, lunches, and dinners and will not be speciﬁc to an Easter dinner. We will
leave the packed food at Valley, so clients can pick up food when they need it.
St. James has reached out to us to understand what our plans are and they maybe joining us on the 17th.
What do we need from the congregaon? Just arrive at Valley on March 17th at 10a.m. to help unload and pack.
No donaons are needed to fund this event, but if you would like to donate, please ensure that you provide this
in the memo secon of your check.
I look forward to seeing you on the 17th!
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MEN’S RETREAT

A

ll PCW Men and Friends: The 11th Annual Men’s Retreat is scheduled for
February 23-25th at the Bartels’ Farm. Our planning team is working on a
great slate of acvies: fellowship, Bible study, prayer, guns and the usual menu
of great food and libaon. For some early inspiraon read Ephesians 6:10-18 and
then mark your calendars. Get ready for some hand-to-hand combat with God,
our faith, and your own search for a spiritual life. The cost is $50. Make checks to
PCW and drop in Ron Stoerker’s box - mark “Men’s Retreat”. Sign up in Gathering Area.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - PCW EVENTSS
February 3 -11 a.m.
February 16 - 6-10 p.m.
February 11 - 10a.m.
February 14 - 7p.m.
February 18 - 10a.m.
February 18 - 4p.m.
February 21 - 6:30 p.m.
February 23-25
February 28 - 10 a.m.
February 28 - 6:30 p.m.

Perfect North Slopes Oung
Parent’s Night Out
Single worship service, followed by the Annual Congregaonal Meeng
Ash Wednesday Service, at PCW
Single worship service, followed by a Farewell Celebraon for Pastor Ed
Valley Concert, The Twi-Lites in the Great Room
Lenten Dinner and Worship, Reading-Lockland Presbyterian Church
The PCW Men’s Retreat, at Bartels’ Farm
Keenagers, Art Museum Tour
Lenten Dinner and Worship, Reading-Lockland Presbyterian Church

Visit pcwyoming.org for a complete calendar of events.

